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E T no reader take offence, 

though the ſubjects debated 
in the following pages be of a 
ſerious nature, if the ideas and 
images employed ſhould ſome- 
times border upon the ludicrous. 
The conteſt between Elijah and 


the votaries of Baal was a very 


ſerious one, and heaven itſelf in- 
| terpoſed in it's decifion. Yet, 
ſtrong and pointed is the irony. 
of the Prophet — & Cry aloud, 
* for he is a God ; either he is 
„ talking, or he is purſuing, or 
he is in a journey, or perad- 
| 2 2 «« venture 
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« venture he ſleepeth, and muſt 
« be awaked !” * Impiety pro- 
vokes a frown; abſurdity occa- 
fions a ſmile; and many who 
glory in the imputation of the 
former, cannot but feel when they 
are convicted of the latter. Some 
opinions and arguments become 
rifible, on being ſtated. A por- 
trait is ſufficient; a caricature 
needleſs; perhaps, impoſſible. 
Where ſuch is not the caſe, no- 
thing, it is hoped, has met with 
this. treatment, unleſs proved to 
deſerve it. Ridicule is not the 
teſt of truth, becauſe truth muſt. 
always be the teſt of ridicule ; and 


* 1 Kings xv111, 27, 


N he 
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he who laughs in the wrong 
place, expoſes no character, ex- 
cept his own. But, as the learned 
and ingenious Dr. Ogilvie has 
well obſerved, «* He who can 
« fairly turn the laugh when it 
« has been raiſed againſt him, 
« will be pardoned readily, pro- 
« vided he has laughed in good 
© humour.” * 


. Inquiry into the cauſes of the infidelity * + 
and ſcepticiſm of the times. P. 445. 
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DVERTISEMENT. 


T is of no conſequence, gentle Rea- 
der, to you, any more than it is to 
r. SMITH, that you ſhould know the 
zme of the perſon, who now addrefleth 
du. Your mind cannot be biaſſed, 
ther way, by that, of which you re- 
ain ignorant. The remarks in the 
lowing pages are not therefore true, 
falſe, becauſe I publiſh them; but I 
bliſh them, becauſe I think them to 
true. Read, conſider, and deter- 
ine for yourſelf. If you find no ſatiſ- 
Aion, throw the book into the fire; 
gret (but with moderation, as be- 
dmeth a philoſopher) the loſs of your 
illing; and take care not to loſe ano- 
er, in the ſame manner. If, on the 
dntrary, you ſoould find ſatisfaction 


i ADVERTISEMENT. 
(and, it is humbly hoped, you will fi 
a great deal) neglect not to communi 
cate to others, what has thus been co 
municated to you. Speak handſome 
of me, wherever you go, and introduc 
me to your kinsfolk and acquaintanc! 
The enemies of Religion are awake 
let not her friends ſleep. 

I intended a much longer work; b 
like the learned editor of Mr. Huus 
Life, am neceſſitated to © gratify,” wit 
all poſſible expedition, the impatienc 
< of the public curioſity ;” ſo eager | 
it to hear, what they, who believe 
Go, can poſſibly have to ſay for them 
ſelves. And if this will do the buſinels 
why ſhould you be troubled with more 
I am far from agreeing with Mr. Vo 
TAIRE, 1n all his obſervations. B 


there is one, in which it is impoſſibl 


to diſagree with him. J have faic 
| = _ 
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and I abide by it,” cries the little 
ro, © that the fault of moſt books is, 
their being too large.” On review- 
g what I have written, I really can- 
ot ſee there is occaſion to add another 


ntence. 


Had I not choſen, for reaſons beſt 
nown to myſelf, thus to make. my 
ppearance incog, I would certainly 
ave ſate for my picture, and have 
ied to caſt a look at my title page, as 
vely and good humoured, as that of 
r. Hume himſelf, My bookſeller, 
ndeed, told me, it would have been a 
uch more creditable way of doing the 
hing; “ and then, you know, Sir,” 
aid he, © we could have charged the 
* other ſixpence,” 


A LE T- 
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LETTE R, &c, 


SIR, 


OU have been lately employed 

in embalming a philoſopher 
his body, I believe I muſt ſay; for con- 
cerning the other part of him, nei- 
ther you nor he ſeem to have enter- 
tained an idea, ſleeping or waking. 
Elſe, it ſurely might have claimed a 
little of your care and attention; and 
one would think, the belief of the 
ſoul's exiſtence and immortality could 
do no harm, if it did no good, in a 
Theory of Moral Sentiments. But every 
gentleman underſtands his own buſi- 
nels beſt, 
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Will you do an unknown correſ- 
pondent the honour, Sir, to accept a 
few plain remarks, in a free and eaſy 
way, upon the curious letter to Mr. 
'STRAHAN, in which this ever memo- 
rable operation of embalming is per- 
formed ? Our Philoſopher's account 
of his own life will likewiſe be conſi— 
dered, as we go along. 

Truſt me, good Doctor, I am no 
bigor, enthuſiaſt, or enemy to hu- 
man learning — Et ego in Arcadia —I| 
have made many a hearty meal, in pri- 
vate, upon CICERO and VIRGIL, As 
well as Mr. nun.“ Few perſons 
(though, perhaps, as Mr. num ſays, 
upon a like occaſion, ** I ought not 
to judge on that ſubject“) have a 
quicker reliſh for the productions of 
genius, and the beauties of compoſi- 
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tion. It is therefore as little in my 
intention, as it is in my power, to 
prejudice the literary character of 
your friend. From ſome of his wri- 
tings I have received great pleaſure, 
and have ever eſteemed his Hiſtory of 
England to have been a noble effort 
of Matter and Motion. But when a 
man takes it into his head to do miſ- 
chief, you muſt be ſenſible, Sir, the 
Public has always reaſon to lament 
his being @ clever fellow. 

I hope it will not be deemed vanity 
in me likewiſe to ſay, that I have in 
my compoſition a large portion of 
that, which our inimitable sHaxe- 
SPEARE ſtyles, the milk of buman kind- 
neſs. I never knew what envy or ha- 
tred was; and am ready, at all times, 
to praiſe, wherever I can do it, 
in honour and conſcience. david, I 

b 
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doubt not, was, as you affirm, a ſo- 
cial agreeable perſon, of a convivial 
turn, told a good ftory, and played 
well at © his favourite game of whiſt*,” 
J know nat that JoHN THE PAINTER 
did the ſame. - But there is no abſur- 
dity in the ſuppoſition. If he did nor, 
he might have done it - Doctor, be 
not offended - I mean no harm. 1 
would only infer thus much, that 
I could not, on that account, bring 
myſelf abſolutely to approve his odd 
fancy of firing all the dock-yards in 
the kingdom. 

Concerning the philoſophical opinions 
of Mr. nung you obſerve, + that | 
» men will, no doubt, judge vari- 
* ouſly.” They are certainly at li- 
berty ſo to do, becauſe the author 1 

himſelf did the ſame. Sometimes, to 


®. LIFE, &c. p. 43. uur, Kc. p. 59. 


be ſure, he eſteemed them ingenious, 
deep, ſubtile, elegant, and calculated 
to diffuſe his literary fame to the ends 
of the world. But, at other times, 
he judged very differently; very much 
ſo, indeed. I dine, ſays he, I play a 
game at back-gammon, I converſe, 
« and am merry with my friends; and 
« when, after three or four hours 
„ amuſement, I would return to theſe 
« ſpeculations, they appear fo cold, 
« ſo frained, and ſo ridiculous, that 1 
cannot find in my heart to enter 
into them any farther.” * Now, 
Sir, if you will only give me leave 
to judge, before dinner, of Mr. 
HUME'S philoſophy, as he judged of 

* Treatiſe of Human Nature. I. 467. In the 
Poftcript to this Letter, a view will be exhi- 
bited of the nuutAx ſyſtem, taken exactly as 


it appeared to it's author at fix o'clock in the 
evening, | 
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it after dinner, we ſhall have no far- 
ther diſpute upon that ſubject. 1 
could indeed wiſh, if it were poſſible, 
to have a ſcheme of thought, which 
would bear contemplating, at any 
time of the day; becauſe, otherwiſe, 
a perſon muſt be at the expence of 
maintaining a brace of theſe metaphy- 
ſical Hobby- Horſes, one to mount in 
the morning, and the other in the 
afternoon. 5 
After all, Sir, friend as I am to 
freedom of opinion (and no one liv- 
ing can be more ſo) I am rather ſorry, 
methinks, that men ſhould judge fo 
variouſly of Mr. nume's philoſophical 
ſpeculations. For ſince the deſign of 
them is to baniſh out of the world 
every idea of truth and comfort, ſal- 


vation and immortality, a future ſtate, 8 


and the providence, and even exiſt- 
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ence of cop, it ſeems a pity, that 
we connot be all of a mind about 
them, though we might have for- 
merly liked to hear the author crack 
a joke, over a bottle, in his life time. 
And I could have been well pleaſed 
to have been informed by you, Sir, 
that before his death, he had ceaſed 
to number among his happy effuſions 
tracts of this kind and tendency. 
For—(let me come a little cloſer to 
you, Doctor, if you pleaſe, upon this 
ſubje&t — Don't be under any appre- 
henſions — my name does not begin 
with a B—) Are you ſure, and can 
you make, us ſure, that there really 
exiſt no ſuch things as a Gop, and a 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments? If fo, all is well. Let us then, 
in our laſt hours, read Lucian, and 
play at wH1sT, and droll upon CHA- 
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RON and his boat; * let us die as 

fooliſh and inſenfible, as much like 
our brother philoſophers, the calves 
of the field, and the aſſes of the de- 
ſart, as we can, for the life of us. 
But—if ſuch things Bz—as they moſt 
certainly Ax E- s it right in you, Sir, 
to hold up to our view, as perfectly 
« wiſe and virtuous”, + the character 
and conduct of one, who ſeems to have 
been poſſeſſed with an incurable an- 
tipathy to all that is called xzLIGiON; 
and who ſtrained every nerve to ex- 
plode, ſuppreſs, and extirpate the ſpi- 
rit of it among men, that it's very 
name, if he could effect it, might no 
more be had in remembrance? Are 
we, do you imagine, to be reconciled 
to a character of this ſort, and fall in 


love with it, becauſe it's owner was 


” 1ire, &c. p. 47, et ſeq. 
T LIFE, &c. p. 62. 
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good company, and knew how to ma- 
nage his cards? Low as the age is 
fallen, I will venture to hope; it has 
grace enough yet left, to reſent ſuch 
uſage as this. 

You endeavour to entertain us with 
ſome pleaſant conceits that were ſup- 
poſed by Mr. nume to pals between 
himſelf and old caarRon. The phi- 
loſopher tells the old gentleman, that, 
* he had been endeavouring to opefi 
cc the eyes of the Public ;” that he 
was correcting his works for a new 


13 edition,” from which great things 


were to be expected; in ſhort, * if 
« he could but live a few years lon- 
« oer (and that was the only reaſon 
* why he would wiſh to do ſo) he 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
te the downfall of ſome of the prevail- 
ing ſyſtems of ſuperſtition. * *? 
* LIFE, &c. p. 50. 
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We all know, Sir, what the word 
SUPERSTITION denotes, in Mr. 
HUME's vocabulary, and againſt what 
Religion his ſhafts are levelled, under 
that name. But, Doctor sMiTH, do 
you believe, or would you have us to 
believe, that it is CHARON, who calls 
us out of the world, at the appointed 
time? Doth not RE call us out of it, 
who ſent us into it? Let me, then, 
Preſent you with a paraphraſe of the 
Wiſh, as addreſſed to im, to whom 
it ſhould, and to whom alone, with 
any ſenſe and propriety, it can be ad- 
dreſſed, —Thus it runs— 

© LoRD, I have only one reaſon 
„ why I would wiſh to live. Suffer 
* me ſo to do, I moſt humbly be- 
de ſeech thee, yet a little while, till 
e mine eyes ſhall behold the ſucceſs 
of my undertaking to overthrow, 
« by my metaphyſics, the faith which 


[= 
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2 thy so deſcended from heaven 
« to plant, and to root out the know- 
« ledge and the love of thee from the 
« earth.” 
Here are no rhetorical figures, no 
hyperboles or exaggerations. The 
matter is even ſo. I appeal, in the 
face of the world, Sir, to yourſelf, 
and to every man, who can read and 
= underſtand the writings of Mr. hun, 
Wwhether this be not, in plain, honeſt 
WE ngliſh, the drift of his philoſophy as 
it is called; for the propagation. of 
which alone he wiſhed to live; and 
concerning which you are pleaſed to 
Way coolly, © men will judge variouſly, 
* every one approving or condemning 
© << theſe opinions, according as they 
happened to coincide, or diſagree 
a with his own.*” Our thoughts are 
a very naturally carried back, upon this 


* LIFE, &C; p. 59 
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| occaſion, to the author of the fr 
philoſophy, who likewiſe engaged to 
open the eyes of the Public—He did fo; 
but the only diſcovery they found 
themſelves able to make, was, — that 
they were NAKED. 

You talk much, Sir, of our philo- 
ſopher's gentleneſs of manners, good 
nature, compaſſion, generoſity, charity. 
Alas, Sir, whither were they all fled, 
when he ſo often fate down calmly 
and deliberately to obliterate from 
the hearts of the human ſpecies every 
trace of the knowlege of CoD and his 
diſpenſations; all faith in his kind 
providence, and fatherly protection; 
all hope of enjoying his grace and 
favour, here, or hereafter; all love 
of him, and of their brethren for his 
fake; all the patience under tribula- 
tion, all the comforts, in time of ſor- 
row derived from theſe fruitful and 
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zerennial ſources? Did a good man 
hink himſelf able, by the force of 
etaphyſic incantation, in a moment, 
o blot the ſun out of heaven, and 
ry up every fountain upon earth, 
ould he attempt to do it ? =TULLY 
ad but a faint glimpſe of the coun- 
ry towards which we are all tra- 
velling ; yet ſo pleaſing was any the 
pſt imperfe& and ſhadowy proſpect 
Into futurity, that TULLY declared, 
Wo man ſhould raviſh it from him “. 
And ſurely, TULLY was a philoſopher, 
Was well as HUME, O had he ſeen the 
Wight which ſhone upon mums, he 
would not. have cloſed his eyes againſt 
Wit; had the ſame cup been offered to 
him, he would not have daſhed it un- 
taſted from him |! 


* Quod fi in hoe erro, quod animos homi- 
num immortales eſſe credam, libenter erro ; 
nec mihi hunc errorem, quo delector, dum 
vivo, extorqueri yolo, D& SENECTUTE, ad Fin. 
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“ Perhaps our modern ſceptics ar 
„ ignorant, that without the belief of 
%a cob, and the hope of immortality} 
e the miſeries of human life would 
Often be inſupportable. But can 18 
i ſuppoſe them in a ſtate of total an 
<* invincible ſtupidity, utter ſtrangers 
© to the human heart, and to human 
affairs? Sure, they would not thank | A 
* me for ſuch a ſuppoſition. Yet thigh 
“I muſt ſuppoſe, or I muſt believe 
« them to be the moſt cruel, the 
e moſt perfidious, and the moſt 
e profligate of men. Careſſed by 
« thoſe who call themſelves the great, 
<* ingroſſed by the formalities of life, 
« intoxicated with vanity, pampered 
with adulation, diſſipated in the tu- 3 
e mult of buſineſs, or amidſt the vi- 
ciſſitudes of folly, they perhaps 9 
« have little need and little reliſh for 
« the conſolations of religion. But 
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let them know, that in the ſolitary 
ſcenes of life, there is many an 
honeſt and tender heart pining 
with incurable anguiſh, pierced 
with the ſharpeſt ſting of diſap- 
pointment, bereft of friends, chilled 
with poverty, racked with diſeaſe, 
an ſcourged' by the oppreſſor, whom 
kW nothing but truſt in Providence, 
is and the hope of a future retribu- 
* tion could preſerve from the ago- 
nies of deſpair. And do they, with 
ſacrilegious hands, attempt to vio- 
late this laſt refuge of the miſera- 
ble, and to rob them of the only 
comfort that had ſurvived the ra- 
* vages of misfortune, malice, and 
* tyranny ? Did it ever happen, that 
the influence of their execrable te- 
F nets diſturbed the tranquillity of 
* virtuous retirement, deepened tHe 
* gloom of human diſtreſs, or aggra- 
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„ vated the horrors of the grave 
“Is it poſſible, that this may hav! 
“happened in many inſtances ? IS 
e probable, that this hath happeneM 
« in one ſingle inſtance ?—Ye traytonif 
* to human kind, ye murderers offi 
* the human ſoul, how can ye an 
« ſwer for it to your own hearts 
« Surely, every ſpark of your gene 
« roſity is extinguiſhed for ever, ill 
<* this conſideration do not awaken it 1 
&« you the keeneſt remorſe, and mak 
e you with in bitterneſs of ſoul — But 1 | 
te remonſtrate in vain. All this muff 9 
% have often occurred to you, ani 
e been as often rejected, as utterly fri 

* volous. Could I inforce the pre. $ 4 
< ſent topic by an appeal to your va. 3 
e nity, I might poſſibly make ſome 1 
e impreſſion, But to plead with youll q 
< on the principles of 3zxevoLzncs Wl 
&* or GENEROSITY, is to addreſs youll 


© in a language ye do not, or will not, 
* underſtand ; and as to the ſhame of 
being convicted of abſurdity, igno- 
rance, or want of candour, ye have 
. long ago proved yourſelves ſuperior 
to the ſenſe of it.—But let not the 
“lovers of truth be diſcouraged. 
WF Atheiſm cannot be of long conti- 
* nuance, nor is there much danger 
© of it's becoming univerſal. The 
influence of ſome conſpicuous cha- 
* rafters hath brought it too much into 
* faſhion; which, in a thoughtleſs 
* and profligate age, it is no difficult 
matter to accompliſh. But when 
* men have retrieved the powers of 
* ſerious reflection, they will find it 
a frightful phantom; and the mind 
A will return gladly and eagerly to 
f it's old endearments. One thing 
we certainly know; the faſhion of 
ſceptical and metaphyſical ſyſtems 
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paſſeth away. Thoſe unnatural pro. 
& ductions, the vile effuſions of a hard 
ec and ſtupid heart, that miſtakes it's 
« own reſtleſſneſs for the activity of 


„ genius, and it's own captiouſneſ; 


&« for ſagacity of underſtanding, may, 
« like other monſters, pleaſe awhile 
« by their ſingularity ; but the charm 
te is ſoon over; and the ſucceeding 
ce age will be aſtoniſhed to hear, that 
cc their fore-fathers were deluded, 
c or amuſed, with ſuch fooleries.” 

You, Sir, have read the preceding 
paragraph before; but this Letter 
may come into the hands of many, 
who have not. It is the alarum bell 
to the admirers of Mr. Hunz; and 
ſhould be-rung in their ears, till ſuc- 
ceeded by the laſt trumpet. 

And now, Sir, will you give me 
leave to aſk you a few queſtions ? 


Why all this hurry and buſtle, - this 


eagerneſs to gratify the pretended 
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e impatience of the Public,“ and 
fatisfy it, that our philoſopher lived 
and died perfectly compoſed and eaſy ? 
Was there, then, any ſuſpicion, in 
Ws coTLAND, that he might not, at 
times, be quite ſo compoſed and eaſy 
as he ſhould have been? Was there 
Wany particular Book ever written 
Wagainſt him, that ſhook his ſyſtem to 
Pieces about his ears, and reduced it 
Wro a heap of ruins, the ſucceſs and 
Weclat of which might be ſuppoſed to 
Whave hurt his mind, and to have af- 
fected his health? Was there any 
WAuTHOR, Whoſe name his friends ne- 
er dared to mention before him, and 
Wwarncd all ſtrangers that were intro- 
oced to him, againſt doing it, be- 
Wcauſe he never failed, when by any 
ccident it was done, to fly out into 


* Preface to LIFE, &c. 
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a tranſport of paſſion and ſwearing ? * 
Was it deemed neceſſary, or expedi- 
ent, on this account, that he ſhould 
repreſent himſelf, and that you ſhould il 
repreſent him, to have been perfectiy 
ſecure of the growth and increaſe of 
his philoſophic reputation, as if no 
book had been written, which had 


1 was a man of mild diſpoſitions, of 

* command of temper, little ſuſceptible of en · Wl 
© mity and of great moderation in all my paſ- 
« fions. Even my love of literary fame, my 
<< ruling paſſion, never ſowered my temper.” Wl 
LIFE, p. 32. Yet even by what is ſaid of the 
Reverends and right Reverends — Biſhop Wi 
WARBURTON, Biſhop hund, the Zealo's (that 
is, the Chriſtians) and of the reſolution once 
taken to change his name and to ſettle in 
„France,“ becaufe his writings did not meet 
with ſufficient encouragement — by theſe cit- 
cumſtances, I ſay, there ſeems to have been 
ſomething of the #irri/able in his conſtitution, M 
But theſe are trifles. My quarry lies not this 
way, at preſent. I fly at nobler game. The 
atrocious wickedneſs of diffuſing atheiſm 
through the land, is a ſubject which concerns 
every body. 
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impaired it; it having been judged 
much eaſier to diſſemble the fall of 


DAGON, than to /et bim upon bis lumps 
dein? I am a South Briton, and, con- 
eequently, not acquainted with what 
| WF paſſes ſo far in the oppoſite quarter. 
08% You, Sir, can inform us how theſe 


W things are; and likewiſe, when the 
great work of bentvolence and charity, 
of wiſdom and virtue, ſhall be crowned 
by the publication of a treatiſe de- 
ſigned to prove the sour's MORTA- 
LiTY, and another, to juſtify and re- 
commend SELF MURDER ; for which, 
without doubt, the preſent and every 
future age will bleſs the name of 
che gentle and amiable author. | 
= Upon the whole, Doctor, your 
meaning is good; but I think you 
ill not ſucceed, this time. You 
would perſuade us, by the example 
f David nun Eſq; that atheiſm is 
C 2 | 
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the only cordial for low ſpirits, and 
the proper antidote againſt the fear 
of death. But ſurely, he who can 


friend thus miſemploying his talents 


with LUCIAN, WHIST, and CHARON, 
at his death, may ſmile over BABYLON 
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which deſtroyed LisBoN, an agreeable 


dened PHARAOH, on his overthrow in 


. contemplate them in this moſt de- 


reflect, with complacency, on a 


in his life, and then amuſing himſelf 


in ruins; eſteem the earthquake, 
occurrence; and congratulate the har- 


the Red fea. Drollery, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, is neither more nor leſs than 
Moody madneſs, laughing wild, 
Amid ſevereſt woe. 
Would we know the baneful and peſ 
tilential influences of falſe philoſophyſi 
on the human heart? We need only 
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plorable inſtance of Mr. nuux. 
Theſe ſayings, Sir, may appear 
harſh ; but they are ſalutary. And it 
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departed ſpirits have any knowledge. 
of what is paſſing upon earth, that 
perſon will be regarded by your friend 
as rendering him the trueſt ſervices, 
ho, by energy of expreſſion, and 
warmth of exhortation, ſhall moſt 
contribute to prevent his writings 
from producing thoſe effects upon 
mankind, which he no longer wiſhes 

they ſhould produce. Let no man 
deceive himſelf, or be deceived by 
others. It is the voice of eternal 
TRUTH, which crieth aloud, and faith 
to you, Sir, and to me, and to all 
the world He that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlaſting life; and be that be- 
lieveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on bim.“ 

By way of contraſt to the beha- 
viour of Mr. Huus, at the cloſe of a 
life, paſſed without cop in the world, 
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permit me, Sir, to lay before your- 
ſelf, and the Public, the laſt ſenti- 
ments of the truly learned, judicious, 
and admirable nooK ER, who had 
ſpent his days in the ſervice of his 
Maker and Redeemer. 
After this manner, therefore, ſpake 
the author of the Eceleſiaſtical Polity, 
immediately before he expired 
* have lived to fee, that this 
e world is made up of perturbations ; 
<« and I have been long preparing to 
<« leave it, and gathering comfort for 
e the dreadful hour of making my 
„ account with cop, which I now 
< apprehend to be near. And though 
I have, by his grace, loved him in 
<« my youth, and feared him in mine 
age, and laboured to have a con- 

& ſcience void of offence, towards 
© him, and towards all men; yet, if 
* thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt be extreme 
* to mark what I have done amiſs, 
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« who can abide ib? And therefore, 
« where I have failed, Lord, ſhew 
* mercy to me; for I plead not my 
WW righteouſneſs, but the forgiveneſs 
* of my unrighteouſneſs, through 
His merits, who died to purchaſe 
8 pardon for penitent ſinners. And 
a © fince I owe thee a death, Lord, let it 
not be terrible, and then take thine 
W-< own time; I ſubmit to it. Let not 
mine, O Lord, but thy will be 
done! — cop hath heard my daily 
WF petitions; for I am at peace with 
all men, and he is at peace with 
me. From ſuch bleſſed aſſurance 1 
feel that inward joy, which this 
world can neither give, nor take 
from me. My conſcience beareth 
me this witneſs; and this witneſs 
* makes the thoughts of death joy- 
ful. I could wiſh to live, to do the 
church more ſervice; but cannot 
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* hope it; for my days are paſt, as a 
„ ſhadow that returns not.” 

His worthy Biographer adds — 
„More he would have ſpoken, but 
“ his ſpirits failed him; and, after a 
„ ſhort conflict between nature and 
« death, a quiet ſigh put a period to 
te his laſt breath, and ſo, he fell aſleep 
„fg —And now he ſeems to reſt like 
« Lazarus in Abraham's boſom. Let 
* me here draw his curtain, till, with 
e the moſt glorious company of the 
« Patriarchs and Apoſtles, and the 
„ moſt noble army of Martyrs and 
“ Confeflors, this moſt learned, moſt 
humble, moſt holy man ſhall alſo 
« awake to receive an eternal tran- 
« quillity, and with it a greater de- 
“ gree of glory, than common Chril- 
e tians ſhall be made partakers of.” 

Doctor sM1TH, when the hour of 
his departure hence ſhall arrive, will 
copy the example of the BELIEVER, Or 


* 2 * { « + +% _— .* £ G . 
F.* = 9, l "*s - * ES. . * 12 — 4 1 2 2 * 7 
* 1 * 3 4 — — . v 
: OE k ge. If 8 8 N 2 5 
22 4%: 8 . SISA ES 7-6 e 
r A 0 J 8 pb * — . = - U X < * 22 8 0 


wa 8 
Wy) þ = 


r 
n 


+ _ p 
A 3 % ww AF, 5 by 

af — T4” |} Aus < 

by * 2 LR # . 
1 STE: - we * 


DR. ADAM SMITH. 27 


the INFIDEL, as it liketh him beſt. I 
muſt freely own, I have no opinion 
of that reader's head, or heart, who 
will not exclaim, as I find oy 
obliged to do— ' 

Let ux die the death of the Righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like bis! 


I am, Sir, 
Your very ſincere 
Well. wiſher, and 
Humble Servant, 
One of che People called CHRISTIANS, 
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As it is poſſible, Sir, nay, proba- 
ble, that this little tract, becauſe it is 
a little one, may be peruſed by many, 
who have not leiſure or inclination to 
go through large volumes, and yet 
E with to know what Mr. nume's philo- 
ſophical ſyſtem is; I ſhall here ſubjoin 
a ſhort but comprehenſive ſummary 
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ſame this moment, that it was the 
laſt; that we know not what it is; 
that it is not one, but many things, 
and that it is nothing at all. 
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of the doctrines which compoſe it, 
drawn up ſome few years ago, by a 
learned gentleman, for his amuſement, 
with proper references to thoſe parts 
of our philoſopher's works, where 
ſuch doctrines were to be found. And 
though I never heard, the compiler 
had the thanks of Mr. Buuk for ſo 
doing, yet neither could I ever find, 
that he or his friends diſputed the fi- 
delity and accuracy with which it was 
done.* 


A SUMMARY OF MR. HUME'S DOC- 
TRINES, METAPHYSICAL AND 
MORAL. 


OF THE SOUL. 
That the ſoul of man is not the 


* See Dr. BzaTTIE's Eſſay on Truth, Part II. 
Cb. I. SeR. I. and Part III. Ch. Il. 
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That in this ſoul is the agency of 
the cauſes that operate throughout 
he ſenſible creation; and yet that in 
his ſoul there is neither power nor 
z0ency, nor any idea of either, 

That matter and motion may often 

be regarded as the cauſe of thought. 
OF THE UNIVERSE. 

That the external world does not 

exiſt, or at leaſt, that it's exiſtence 

14y reaſonably be doubted. 

That the univerſe exiſts in the mind, 
and that the mind does not exiſt, 
That the univerſe is nothing but a 
heap of perceptions, without a ſub- 
ſtance. 

That though a man could bring 
himſelf to believe, yea, and have rea- 
ſon to believe, that every thing in the 
univerſe proceeds from ſome cauſe 
oer ſit would be unreaſonable for him 
to believe, that the univerſe itſelf pro- 
Needs from a cauſe. 
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OF HUMAN KNOWLEGE. 
That the perfection of human 
 knowlege is to doubt. 

That we ought to doubt of every 
thing, yea, of our doubts themſelves, 
and therefore, the utmoſt that philo. 
ſophy can do, is to give us a doubtful 
ſolution of doubtful doubts.“ 

That the human underſtanding, 
acting alone, does entirely ſubvert 
itſelf, and prove by argument, that 
by argument nothing can be proved, 

That man, in all his perceptions, 
actions and volitions, is a mere paſſive 
machine, and has no ſeparate exiſtence 
of his own, being entirely made up 
of other things, of the exiſtence of 
which he is by no means certain ; and 
yet, that. the nature of all things de- 


The fourth ſection of Mr. nume's Ea. 
on the Human Underſtanding, is called, Sceptical 
doubts concerning the operations of the human un- 
derſtanding; and the fifth ſection bears this 
title, Sceptical ſelution of thoſe doubts, 
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pends fo much upon man, that two 
and two could not be equal to four, 
nor fire produce heat, nor the fun 
light, without an act of the human 
underſtanding, 
OF GOD, 

That it is unreaſonable to believe 
cop to be infinitely wiſe and good, 
while there is any evil or diſorder in 
W the univerſe. 

That we have no good reaſon to 
W think the univerſe proceeds from a 
cauſe. 

That as the exiſtence of che exter- 
nal world is queſtionable, we are at a 
loſs to find arguments by which we 
may prove the exiſtence of the Su- 
preme Being, or any of his attributes. 
That when we ſpeak of Power, as 
an attribute of any being, cop him- 


ſelf not excepted, we ule words wich- 
out meaning. 
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That we can form no idea of power, 
nor of any being endued with power, 
much leſs of one endued with infinite 
power; and that we can never have 
reaſon to believe, that any obje& 
or quality of any obje& exiſts, of 
which we cannot form an idea.“ 


OF THE MORALITY OF HUMAN 
ACTIONS, 


That every human action is neceſ. 


ſary, and could not have been diffe- 


rent from what it is. 

That moral, intellectual, and cor- 
poreal virtues are nearly of the ſame 
kind—In other words, that to want 
honeſty, and to want underſtanding, 


* The poor prodigal Gentile, in the parable, 
was hardly reduced to feed upon ſuch #vsxs 
as theſe. How good and how joyful a thing 
muſt it be, for one, that has been fo reduced 
to return to the houſe of his heavenly Father, 
where there is bread enough and to ſpare—to 
know the only true GOD, and jttus CHRIST, 
whom he hath ſent ! 
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and to want a leg, are equally the 
objects of moral diſapprobation. 

That adultery muſt be practiſed, if 
men would obtain all the advantages 
of life; that, if generally practiſed, it 
would in time ceaſe to be ſcandalous ; 
and that, if practiſed ſecretly and fre- 
quently, it would by degrees come 
to be thought no crime at all. 

Laſtly, as the ſoul of man, accord- 


ing to Mr. nun, becomes every 


moment a different being, the con- 
ſequence muſt be, that the crimes 
committed by him at one time, can- 
not be imputable to him at another.“ 
l believe, Doctor sMITH, the rea- 
der is now fully prepared to enter into 


the ſpirit of your concluding ſentence, 


which therefore ſhall be mine. 

My Enquiry concerning the Principles of 
* Morals is of all my writings, hiſtorical, phi- 
** loſophical, or literary, incomparably the 
BEST.“ LIFE, p. 16. 
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« ] have always conſidered Mr. 
&« HUME, both in his life time, and 
&« ſince his death, as approaching az 
&* nearly to the idea of A PERFECTLY 
© WISE AND VIRTUOUS MAN, as per. 
< haps the nature of human frailty 
« will permit.“ 
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INTRODUCTORY LETTER; 


To W. S. Es d. 


| DEAR SIR, 

; OU expreſs your ſurpriſe, that 
4 after the favourable manner in 
| which the Letter to Dr. Smith was re- 
Wccived by the public, and the ſervice 
Wwhich, as you are pleaſed to ſay, 
Vas effected by it, nothing farther 
Wihould have been attempted ; eſpe- 
; | A _ cially 


INTRODUCTORY LETTER, 
cially as an Apology fer the life and 
writings of David Hume, Eſq. made 
it's appearance ſoon afterwards, and 
ſome poſthumous tracts of that philo- 
ſopher have been ſince publiſhed, to 
complete the good work he had fo 
much at heart; not to mention other 
productions on the ſide of infidelity, 
A few ſtrictures on the nature and 
tendency, the principles and reaſon. 
ings of ſuch performances, thrown 
out from time to time, in a conciſe 
and lively way, you obſerve, are bet. 
ter calculated to ſuit the taſte andi 
turn of the preſent age, than long ; 
and elaborate diſſertations; and you 1 
ſee no reaſon why a method practiſe! 
by Voltaire (and ſo much commend : 
ed by D'Alembert) againſt religion, 
ſhould not be adopted by thoſe who 


write for it. In compliance with the: 
hill 


INTRODUCTORY LETTER, 


hints, and that you may not think me 
deſirous of leading an idle life, when 
there is ſo much work to be done, 
I have formed a reſolution to look 
over my papers, and addreſs what 
I may happen to find among them 
to yourſelf in a ſeries of letters; a 
ſpecies of compoſition much in vogue, 
and which has theſe two advantages 
to recommend it, that it admits of 
matter however miſcellaneous, and 
may be continued or broken off at 
We pleaſure, 
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Begin, Dear Sir, with a few obſer- 
vations on the Apology for the Life 
and Writings of David Hume, Eſq. 
drawn up ſoon after that work came 
out, but reſerved in expectation of 
Mr. H 's poſthumous tracts. 
With difficulty I am able to per- 
ſuade my friends, that this author 
and myſelf have not written in con- 
cert; for his Apology and my Letter 
fit each other like two tallies.* In 
his Dedication, he expreſſes his ap- 


The Apology was written before the pub- 
lication of the Letter, though ſent into the 
world after it. 


A 3 prehenſion, 
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prehenſion, that © the CHRISTIAN 
& clamour would be raiſed afreſh.” 
A clamour is accordingly raiſed by 
<« one of the people called Cn x 1571: 
e ans.” Elſewhere he intimates his 
expectation that Mr. H—'s “ affecti. 


„ onate Dr. Smith“ would come in 


for his ſhare. A letter is accordingly 
written to that very Doctor. 


You fee, Dear Sir, how I have 


done my beſt to fulfil his predictions. 


Let us now enquire whether he may 
not have returned the favour, and * 
been equally kind to me. 

In my advertiſement I veatured to 
ſuppoſe that, by a late publication, 
the admirers of Mr. H. imagined 
religion to have received it's coup 
grace, and that the aſtoniſhed public 
was utterly at a loſs to conceive, 
*« what they, who believed in God, 

| could 
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could poſſibly have to ſay for them- 
« ſelves.” To convert my ſuppoſi- 


7 
LET; 


I. 
— 


tion into matter of fact, he opens his 


Apology with a kind of funeral ora- 
tion, moſt ſolemnly pronounced over 
Chriſtianity as a breathleſs corpſe, 
about to be for ever interred in the 
grave of Mr. H. 

« David Hume is dead! Never 
« were the pillars of Orthodoxy ſo 
« deſperately ſhaken, as they are now 
„by that event!” And at P. 9. he 


ſpeaks of © the particular circum- 


e ſtances of this event” as “ increaſ- 


« ing the aggregate of our conſterna- 
tion!“ | 

Here, the diſtempered imagination 
of the Apologiſt ſees Mr. H. like an- 
other Samſon, bowing himſelf with 


all his might between the pillars, and . 


ſlaying more at his death, than all 
A-4 "4+ _ 
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I, 
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ing all which has happened in Scot- 


cal and atheiſtical notions. Dr. Smith 
indeed was wary and modeſt. He gave 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


that he flew in his Ae. He ſees the 
believing world aghaſt, the church 
tottering from it's foundations, and 
Chriſtians aſſembling in an upper cham- 
ber, with the doors ſhut, for fear of the 
philoſophers. What may be the ſtate 
of religion upon earth, before the 
end ſhall come, we cannot tell. We 
have reaſon to think it will be very 
bad. But let us hope, notwithſtand- 


land, that the Goſpel will laſt our 
time. 

Thus again—T ſcrupled not to al. 
ſert, that the end propoſed in giving 
an account of Mr. H——'s life and 
death was, to recommend his ſcepti- 


us a detail of circumſtances, and then 
only added, that, © as to his philoſo- 


cc phy, 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 9 


« phy, men would entertain various LET. 
opinions, but, to be ſure, all muſt 1 
allow his conduct was unexception- 
able,“ &c. But the Apologiſt has 
blurted it all out at once, — David 
Hume's life was right, and there- 
ore his ſyſtem cannot be wrong, My 
riend Dr. Smith will take him to 
aſk for this, as ſure as he is alive. 

And now for another piece of com- 
plaiſance on my fide — P. 9. He 
* wiſhes only out of curioſity, to 
© know the unaffected ſtate of our 
feelings,“ on peruſing the account 
given by Dr. Smith — As if I had 
been privy to his thoughts, the wiſh 
Vas no ſooner formed, than gratified 
by my Letter, which communicated 
to him and to the public the fate 
F our feelings, and in a manner, I do 
allure him, perfectly unaſfedled. But 

1 it 
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it is a difficult matter to pleaſe him, 
for now he hath ſeen we; be doth mt 
like me. 

At the cloſe of his Addreſs, he tell 
me, that “ after accurately examin 
« ing my Letter, and carefully re. 
e conſidering the whole ſubject d 
the preceding Apology in conſe. 
* quence of it, he ſees no occaſion 
© to alter a ſingle ſentence.” Let u 
therefore take a view of the Apology, 
which is pronounced to be unaffected] 
by it. 

P. 11. It is leſs the deſign & 
4 theſe papers to defend H—'s prin- 
& ciples, than to ſhew, upon the bell 
authority, that he was earneſt it 
« what he wrote; and that, through 
every part of his life, even to the 
very moment of his death, he mad: 
&« precept and practice go hand in hand 
« together.” | But, 


— - _ 8 1 
SG i LO A ² SET 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY. 
n; 
not to be defended; if they are, as they 
have been repreſented, ſceptical and 
atheiſtical ; does the man, who propa- 
rated them during his life, and took 
che requiſite meaſures that they ſhould 
be propagated after his death—does 
Winch a man deſerve commendation, 
becauſe he was in earneſt? An Apolo- 
oy of this kind may be offered in 
WE bchalf of every felon executed at 
WT yburn, provided only that by dying 
hard, he make precept and practice go 
und in hand together. And the A. 
W very judiciouſly obſerves as much. 


« that this, however perſpicuouſly 
« proved, will be doing him no real 
* honour ; ſince in proportion to the 
< clearneſs of the evidence upon this 


— 


s piety 


P. 10. Many, indeed, will think, 


matter, it will only ſhew his im- 


But, ſurely, if the principles are LET. 


I, 


12 


LET. © piety and obſtinate infidelity the 


* curring upon him a more general 
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<* plainer; thereby, in the end, in. 


&« diſgrace.” 
Truly he has hit the mark. Thi 

is the very objection, which cauſed 
a friend of mine, on reading hi 
book, to ſay, he ſhould think it a leſs 
misfortune, to have the diſgrace of 
hanging incurred upon him, than td 
have ſuch an Apologiſt. And yet, in 
the caſe before us, he had a reaſon for 
making this Apology, namely, that 
there was no other to be made. The 
only queſtion is, whether it might not 
have been better if he had ſaid no- 
thing, and ſuffered things to take their 
chance? However, it is now too late, 
The objection is fairly ſtated, and we 
all ſtand, arrectis auribus, in expecta- 
tion of the anſwer—Lo, it comes - 
: 61 
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« ] am of a different opinion. The 
© terms Infidelity, Impiety, and A- 
* theiſm, ſhould not be. laviſhly 
E+ truſted from the lip” Such a ſen- 
ence (by the way) ſhould not have 
Deen laviſhly truſted from the pen“ We 
* ſhould not preſume 

« To deal damnation round the land 

On each we deem our foe.” | 

i, your very humble ſervant I moſt 
Wheartily wiſh you a good night Here 
vas the jugulum cauſe, the preciſe 
MEpoiot to be argued, over which I 
boped to have had the honour of his 
good company for the evening; when, 
in the twinkling of an eye, he flips 
through my hands, like an eel, and is 
out of ſight, in the mud. | 

We are not about to Jeal damnation 
on any man, But are there not ſuch 
things as Infidelity, Impiety, and 
Atheiſm ? 


13 
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LET, Atheiſm ? And are not the writing 
1. 


and no notice is taken of the matter, 


with the reſt; whether, at the hour 


or thought there was none, we have if 
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of Mr. H. juſtly chargeable wi 
them? Theſe are the queſtions. 

The A. knows, as well as I & 
that Mr. Hs Eſſays contain argy 
ments downright Epicurean, again 
the being of a God. Some of then 
are mentioned in the Summary, at the 
end of the Letter to Dr. Smith, 


In the Natural Hiſtory of Religion, D. 
Hurd thought our philoſopher ws 1 
approaching towards the borders d 
Theiſm. But I never could find that h:W 
penetrated far into the country. Thek 
ſame arguments ſtand to this hour un- 
retracted; the Eſſays which contain 
them are publiſhed and republiſhed 


death, he thought there was a God, 


nc 
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ot a ſingle hint given us; and con- LET. 
erning his poſthumous papers, * the 4 
informs us, in his dedication, 

« there is every reaſon to believe they 

© turn upon ſimilar reſearches with 

© ſuch as have been already printed; 

dor, as it is more likely, they may 

© carry his philoſophy till nearer to 

* THAT POINT, which he might not 

( think it DISCREET to puſo too vigor- 
auß in his life time.“ New diſcove- 

Fries in irreligion, then, it ſeems, ſtil] re- 

W main to be made. They who have duly 
conſidered the vigour diſplayed by Mr. 

H. in his liſe time, are rather at a 

loſs to conceive, what THAT POINT 

may be, to which, by poſthumous 
efforts, his philoſophy is to be carried. 

It muſt lie ſomewhere 


| * Theſe have been fince publiſhed. 
Beyond 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


Beyond the realms of Chaos and old Night! 


' Diſcretion is, undoubtedly, as Sir Jobi 
Falſtaffe ſays, the better part of valour; 
but really, in theſe days of freedom, 
there is ſcarce a poſſibility of it's eve 
being called for. Something, however, 
is to come, which the A, ſuppoſe | 
will occaſion more CHRISTIAN <a 
mour. When we are ſo ſeverely pinched 
he imagines we ſhall cry out.—Certain.ſ 
ly, it cannot be thought we are /avjbi 
of the terms Infidelity, Impiety, andi 
Atheiſm, when we apply them to ſuch 
proceedings as theſe, What other 
terms can we apply, or would be 
himſelf wiſh us to apply? And he 
gravely apologizes for their author, by 
telling us, he was con/itent, he was in 
earneſt, he died as he lived, and left 
blaſphemies to be publiſhed after his 
death 


% 
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death, which he dared not to publiſh L ET: 
while he was yet alive. Whom ſhall I. 
we moſt admire, the Philoſopher or 

his Apologiſt? 


e wÞ LET- 


LETTER HT. 


LET, UR A. obſerves, Dear Sir, p, 
1 11. Whatever might be the 
« force of Mr. H- 's faith, no one, 
« it is conjectured, will charge him 
„with having neglected good work, 
„ do not pretend (adds he) to {ay 
cc how far thoſe are, or are not ſuffi 
« cent.” | 
Indeed I believe there will be no 
abſolute neceſſity, upon this occaſion, 
of going deep into the controverſ 
concerning faith and works, The cha 
rafter in which Mr. H. principally 
appeared, and on which he chief 
valued himſelf, was that of an auth, 
8 _ 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY. 19 


e paſſed his life in writing; the LET» 
ffects of his writings are viſible . 
his worthy Apologiſt, and many 
thers; they are likely to go down 
o poſterity. An unwearied endeavour 
0 propagate the principles contained 
W thoſe writings, is what we can 
ever conſent to dignify with the ap- 
ellation of a good werk. To wor- 
Whip, to love, and to ſerve God, one- 
lf, is the firſt of good works; to 
each and incite others to do the ſame, 
me ſecond. To renounce every thing 
f this kind, oneſelf, is the firſt of evil 
works; and the ſecond is like unto 
t, to tempt and ſeduce others, that 
Whey may fall after the ſame example 
ff -unbelief. This is the employment 
df that perſon, whom the A. mentions, 
is having joined with the dancing maſ- 
er, and the perfumer, in compounding 
B 2 — 
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a ſyſtem of manners, recommend 
by the late Earl of Cheſterfield.* H. 
might poſſibly divert himſelf in tha 
way, at his leiſure hours; but whe 
he ſet to buſineſs in good earneſt, the 
Hue was, AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING 
HUMAN UNDERSTANDING. | 
The A. is fond of citing two lines, 
which have been often cited by ow 
with a ſimilar view— 


For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight 
His can't be wrong, whoſe life is in the rigł WM 


The Chriſtian faith, at it's firſt ap 
pearance, endured the trial of ten per: 
ſecutions, and triumphed over the wit, 
wiſdom, and power, of the whole Ro. 


man empire, Offered -openly to the 


P. 112, *%—A ſyſtem which ſeems t 
t have been pillaged from the dancing-maſter 
* the perfumer, and the devil. 

inſpec 
| 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 21 


Wn ſpection and examination of the LET. 
'ortd, it has now ſtood it's ground NS 1s 
bove ſeventeen hundred years, The 

\. hardly expects it ſhould at length 
Will before a couplet of Mr. Pope. 
Poets, he knows, are not upon oath ; 
nd one for ſenſe, and one for rhyme, is 
ten a fair compoſition. The verſes 
Whyme well; but as to ſenſe, that is 
other queſtion. Their author ſome- 
Where tells us, that in reading religi- 
ss controverſy, he ſtilf found himſelf 

TY 2 agree with the laſt author he peruſed. 
Dne cannot therefore well take him for 
guide in theſe matters. The bright 
n of the morning fell from his ex- 
ed ſtation in the heavens; and he, 
ho penned E SSA, was afterwards 
nfortunately duped by the ſophiſtry 
f Bolingbroke, © Evit communica- 
tions corrupt good manners.” 

= - As 
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As to the verſes in hand, I knoy 
not that they were deſigned to exten 
by any means ſo far as, by the pre 
ſent application, the A. means to ex 
tend them. If they were, the propoſi 
tion contained in them will be this; 
that provided a man diſcharge the u 
lative and ſocial offices, it matters ng 
what deity he acknowledges and wor. 


| ſhips; or whether he acknowledge 


and worſhip any. 

I am forry I ſhould bs obliged t 
go back to a thing ſo vulgar and 
antiquated, as my CATECHISM. Bu 
ſo it happens—lI cannot forget, that 
when a boy, [learned two things, ; 
duty towards God, and my duty towark 
my neighbour. And, from that day wi 
this, it never entered into my head, 
that the performance of the /attr 
would atone for the neglect of tht 

| former 
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# /ormer. Surely one might as well ſay, 
the performance of the former would 
atone for the breach of the latter. 


But the A. will never allow one; 


and we cannot ſubmit to allow the 
other. What? Shall we make a con- 
ſcience of diſcharging our duty to 
men like ourſelves, and none of diſ- 
charging that to our Maker, our 
Redeemer,” our God? Is it rec- 
koned praiſe worthy, generous, no- 
ble, great, and good, to love and 


celebrate an earthly parent or bene- 
factor; and can it be deemed a point 


of indifference, whether we believe 
or deny, whether we bleſs or blaſ- 


pheme, our heavenly and eternal Fa- 


ther and Friend, who gives us life, and 


breath, and all things, in this world, 


and invites us to a far more happy 
and glorious ſtate of exiſtence in 
B 4 | ano- 
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LET; another? May we adore Jehovah, ot 


or a Monkey, of Matter, or Chance, 
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Baal; the Creator of the Univerſe, 


or Nothing, as the whim takes us, 
and be blameleſs? Tell it not to the 
believers; publiſh it not among the 
Chriſtians! 

The mattet of fact — I 
cannot be in the right, which is ſpent 
in doing wrong, And if to. queſtion 
all the doctrines of Religion, even 
to the providence and exiſtence of a 
God, and to put Morality on no 
other fo6t than that of vt1HITY—if 
to do this, be not to do wrong then 
farewell all diſtinction between right 
and wrong, for evermore. To main- 
rain and diffuſe the fruth of God, is 
to do bis will; to 3 corrupt, or 
hinder it, is to work iniquity; and a 
life ſo employed is a wicked life per- 
haps 
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magined. For what compariſon is 
here between one we commits a 
rime of which he may repent, or, at 


ho, though he do not himſelf com- 
nit it, teaches and encourages all the 
orld to commit it, by removing 

of the way the ſtrongeſt ſanctions 
nd obligations to the contrary, in 
Writings which may carry on the bleſ- 
Wed work from generation to genera- 
10n? Let not theſe errors be called 


rom ſpeculation. No man ventures 


And“ when men begin to look about 
for arguments in vindication of 
impiety and immorality, ſuch ſpe- 
culations as thoſe of Mr. Hume 
| become 


Wrorlt, it may die with him; and one 


rrors of ſpeculation only. Action flow 


pon fin, till he has, for the time 
r caſt, adopted ſome falſe principle. 


25 
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11. 
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* become intereſting, and can hard 
fail of a powerful and numerous pa 
e tronage. The corrupt judge; the 
<* proſtituted courtier; the ſtateſman, 
* who enriches himſelf by the plun 
der and blood of his country; the 
* petty-fogger, who fattens on tht 
80 ſpoils of the fatherleſs and widoy: 
“the oppreſſor, who, to pamper his om 
e beaſtly appetite, abandons the de 
„ ſerving peaſant to beggary and del 
* pair; the hypocrite, the debaucher, 
the gameſter, the blaſphemer—al 
e prick up their ears, when they ar 
© told; that a celebrated author hs 
« written Eſſays, containing fucifi 
* doctrines, and leading to ſuch con 
* ſequences.“ Weighed againſt i 
conduct like this, the moralitics of 
ſocial life (a ſyſtem of which, by the 
way, according to Mr, H. every mui 

. vn 
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the ſalutation of Joab, when he ſmote 
Amaſa to the heart And Joab ſaid 
* to Amaſa, Art thou in health, my 
« brother? And Joab took Amaſa 
« by the beard with the right hand, 
« fo kiſs bim. But Amaſa took no 
e heed to the ſword that was in Joab's 
hand; ſo he ſmote him therewith 
ain the fifth rib, and ſhed out his 
W < bowels to the ground.” *—In ſhort, 
if faith in God be not the effect of 
ſuperſtition and impoſture, which no 
man has yet proved it to be, we are 
bound to regard it as our moſt valua- 
ble poſſeſſion, and to eſteem thoſe 
who would rob the world of it as the 
worſt of thieves; however, towards 
each other, they may practiſe what 


* 2 Sam. xx. 9. , 
tne 


duſt upon the balance; they are like 


27 
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LET, - the A. ſtyles the duties, the _— 
HT. and the charities.* x 
+ P. 12. Perhaps it is one of the 
every worſt circumſtances againſt 

« Chriſtianity, that very few of it's 

“ profeſſors were ever either ſo mo- 

é ral, ſo humane, or could ſo philoſo- 

<< phically govern their paſſions, as 

the ſceptical David Hume,” 

And yet, we do not every day hear 

of a Chriſtian running round a coun- 

ter with his drawn ſword after a Re- 
viewer, or quitting a room on the en- 
trance of - his antagoniſt, It appears, 

from a variety of inſtances, that Mr. 

H. when his literary character was 
concerned, could by no means © go- 
<«-vern his paſſions ſo philoſophically” 

as his A. wiſhes to have it believed. 

But it is not my deſire to depreciate 


F. 13. 
any 
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any thing that might be really com- LET. 
mendable in him. Thus much only II. 
J will venture to aſſert, that whatever * 
it was, the merit of it is not due to 
his philoſophical principles. Theſe af- 
ford no motives to reftrain men who 
have once embraced them from any 
vices to which their conſtitutions may 
happen to incline. It is too much 
for the ſame perſon to excel in every 
branch. It is enough if he point the 
way. All evil beings are not immoral. 
Lord Cheſterfield's friend, himſelf, 
mentioned above, offends not in the 
articles of eating, wine, or women ; 
he is differently employed. He is 
„ ee in tempting others to of- 
fend. | 

The A. tells us, „Mr. H—'s moſt 
e abſtract reſearches were in favour of 
«a * perfectly irreproachable. 

„—Who- 
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open commerce, to a ſtrict fidelity 
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& —Whoever is acquainted with Mr, 
*« H—'s writings will bear witneſs, 
ce that he was a lover of decency, or. 
der, and decorum—It would be the 
« drudgery of a day to detect a ſingle 
„light ſentence in H.“ “ 

I ſhall tranſcribe two or three ſen. 
tences which lie pretty near together, 
in a Dialogue ſubjoined to his Enquiry 
into the Principles of Morals. 
There is almoſt. as great difh- 
e culty, I acknowledge, to juſtify 
e French, as Greek: gallantry ; except 
* only, that the former is much more 
* natural and agreeable than the lat- 
e ter. But our neighbours, it ſeems, 
<« have reſolved. to Aacrifice ſome of 
ce the domeſlic to the ſociable pleaſures; 
te and to prefer eaſe, freedom, and an 


„P. 106. 110. 1 
an 
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© and conſtancy. Theſe ends are both 
good, and are ſometimes difficult to 
© reconcile; nor need we be fur- 
* priſed, if the cuſtoms of nations 


© the one ſide, and ſometimes to the 
other“ — It is needleſs to diſ- 
« ſemble: the conſequence of a very 


« and of their living much together, 


e and gallantry. We muſt ſacrifice 
« ſomewhat of the ful, if we be very 
anxious to obtain all the agreeable 
« qualities; and cannot pretend to 
« reach alike every kind of advantage. 
* Inſtances of licence, daily multiply- 
* ing, will. weaken the ſcandal with 
„the one ſex, and teach the other, 
by degrees, to adopt the famous 


Eſſays Vol. ii, P. 397. edit. 1772. 
ce maxim 


© incline too much, ſometimes to 


« free commerce between the ſexes, 
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« will often terminate in intrigues 
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IT, 


LET. * maxim of La Fontaine with regard 
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to female infidelity, #hat if an 
« knows it, it is but a ſmall matter; if 
&« one knows it not, it is nothing,” 
Verily, as Lord Foppington ſays to 
his brother, in the ſtage - play 
NICE MARALITY, TAM, STAP MY 
VITALS! 
When we conſider theſe ſentence; 
as proceeding from the pen of the 
« firſt philoſopher of the age,” in his 
palmary and capital work, defigned 
to ſettle the principles of morality on 
their only proper foundation, it 
«<. would be the drudgery of a MonTH" 
to find any thing in the fyſtem of 


_ Cheſterfield and his three aſſociates, 


* the dancing-maſter, the perfumer, 
«and the devil,” better calculated 
to multiply new connections, and dil- 


* Eſſays Vol. ii. P. 402. 


ſolve 
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ſolve old ones; any thing, that ſo LE r. 

much deſerves the profoundeſt ac- II. 
— 

knowlegements from—the gentlemen 

of DOCTORS COMMONS, 


8 - 


e III. 


T may ſtill perhaps be aſked, 

Dear Sir, how it ſhould happen, 
that when Mr. H—'s principles were 
ſo bad, his practices ſhould be no 
worſe? Let me offer the ſolution 
given of ſuch a phænomenon in the 
intellectual world, by a very ingeni- 
ous and ſagacious writer, who had 
not only ſtudied mankind in general, 
but, as it ſhould ſeem, had beſtowed 
ſome pains upon the very caſe nov 
before us. 

This fact hath been . as 
© unaccountable : that ſober men, of 
* morals apparently unblameable, 

ſhould 
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« ſhould madly unhinge the great Lr r. 
« principles of religion and ſociety, III. 
« without any viſible motive or ad- OE 
vantage. But by looking a little 
« farther into human nature, we ſhall 
« eaſily reſolve this ſeeming paradox. 
«« Theſe writers are generally men of 
« ſpeculation and induſtry ; and there- 
« fore, though they give themſelves 
« up to the dictates of their ruling 
« paſſion, yet that ruling paſſion com- 
| © monly leads to the tract of abſte- 
e mious manners, That deſire of diſ- 
e tinction and ſuperiority, ſo natural 
* to man, breaks out into a thouſand 
various and fantaſtic ſhapes; and in 
* each of theſe, according as it is di- 
* reed, becomes a virtue or a vice. 
In times of luxury and diſſipation, 
therefore, when every tenet of ir- 
religion is greedily embraced, what 
C 2 % road 


. 
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© road to preſent applauſe can lie fo 
open and ſecure, as that 'of dif- 
c gracing religious belief? Eſpecially 
<« if the writer help forward the vices 
of the times, by relaxing morals, as 
<« well as deſtroying principle. Such a 
«writer can have little elſe to do, but 
„ to new model the paradoxes of an- 
* cient ſcepticiſm, in order to figure 
it in the world, and be regarded, 
«© by the ſmatterers in literature, and 
« adepts. in folly, as a prodigy of 
parts and learning. Thus his va- 
* nity becomes deeply criminal, and 
« 18 execrated by the wiſe and good; 
„ becauſe it is gratified at the ex- 
<* pence of his country's welfare. But 
e the conſolation which degenerate 
* manners receive from his fatal te- 
* nets, is repaid by eager praiſe : and 
vice impatiently drinks in By ap- 
4  plauds 
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« plauds his hoarſe and boding voice, Le. 
„ while, like a raven, he fits croak- IVF. 
« ing univerſal death, deſpair, and 
e annihilation to the human kind.” 

But taking the account of Mr. 
H——'s manners as his friends have 
given it, to ſay © that few of the 
« profeſſors of Chriſtianity ever equal- 
« led him 1n morality, humanity, and 
the b of their paſſions,“ 
is certainly going a great deal too far. 
Thouſands, in the firſt ages of the 
Goſpel, gave all their goods to feed 
the poor; renounced, in deed as well 
as word, the world and-the fleſh, and 
joyfully met death in it's moſt horrid 
forms, for the love of their Redeemer. 
On the ſame principle, unnumbered 
multitudes, in every ſucceeding age, 
have manfully ſuſtained the heavieſt 
calamitics of human life, and with 

C 3 faith 
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LET. faith unfeigned, and hope that mak- Þ 
711. eth not aſhamed, yielded up their ; 


ſouls into the hands of their Creator, 
Scenes of this kind are daily and 
hourly paſling in the chambers of the 
ſick and dying, as they, whoſe office 
it is to viſit thoſe chambers, well 
know. To others they muſt remain 
unknown, for want of biographers to 
record them. Every Chriſtian who, 
lives in piety and charity, does not 
favour the public with — His own 
Lirr. Every Chriſtian, who expires 
in peace and hope, has not the hap- 
pineſs of a Dr. Smith to pen the ſtory 
of his death 


Full many a gem of pureſt ray ſerene, 
The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte it's ſweetneſs in the deſert air. 


Far 
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Far from the madding crowd's ignoble ſtrife, 
Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray; 
Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 

They kept the noiſeleſs tenor of their way. 


« Chriſtianity,” ſays a learned writer, 
has in every age produced good ef- 
« fects on thouſands and ten thou- 
« ſands, whoſe lives are not recorded 
in hiſtory; which is, for the moſt 
« part, a regiſter of the vices, the 
« follies, and the quarrels of thoſe 
« who made a figure and a noiſe in 
the world; inſomuch that Socrates, 
«© at the cloſe of his work, obſerves, 
* that if men were honeſt and peace- 
able, hiſtorians would be undone for 
« want of materials.” 


But, whether the profeſſors of a re- 


ligion be many or few; whether they 
be influenced by the ſpirit of it, or 
not; whether they be ſincere, or hy- 
C 4 pocritesz 
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changing tempers, diſpoſitions, and 


tual concern, men are wont to im- 


wonders. in this way — wonders, 2 


been accuſtomed, with this view, N to 
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pocrites; whether they be detected, 
or undetected; the religion is till the 
ſame: it does not change with the 


intereſts of mankind, in different 
times and places; nor is it to be 
charged with the guilt of practices, 
againſt which it proteſts in every page. 
No demonſtration in Euclid can be 
clearer than this. 0 

To account for the oppoſition often 
ſo viſible between the lives and the 
opinions of Chriſtians, one muſt enu- 
merate all the various methods, by 
which, in matters of moral and ſpiti- 


poſe upon themſelves. Appetite and 
paſſion, ſloth and intereſt, will work 


which he has no idea, who has not 


N- 
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contemplate the conduct of thoſe 


around him, and impartially to ſcru - 


tinize his own. The religion of many 
a perſon profeſſing Chriſtianity, is, 
by theſe means, laid by, like a beſt 
coat, for ſundays and holidays. Not 
a ſingle thought occurs of the neceſſity 
there is for its being brought into the 
daily and hourly concerns of common 
life. It is a ſpeculative belief, depo- 
ſited in the underſtanding, to which 
it's owner recurs, when he has no- 
thing elſe to do; he finds it where he 


left it, and is fully ſatisfied with its 


being there, inſtead of bearing it al- 
ways about him, in his heart and af- 
fections, as an active principle, ready 
for uſe, to operate at all ſeaſons, and 
on all occaſions. He will even ſpend 


his days in diſcourſing and diſputing 


upon the ſublimeſt doctrines, and moſt 
holy 


a 
LET. 


III. 
— 
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LET. holy precepts of religion, his own life 


III. 


friend or an enemy to tell him 


ſeem to be a ſpecies of madneſs; but 
this is human nature. Let me com- 
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ſtill continuing unreformed. Nay, what 
is yet more ſtrange, he will preach 
ſeriouſly, earneſtly, affectionately, and 
repeatedly, againſt a failing, to which 
he himſelf is notoriouſly ſubject, and 
every one who hears him knows him 
to be fo. It follows not neceſſarily, 
that he is deſignedly playing the hy: 
pocrite, and acting a part. He ha 
ſome method of concealing himſelf 
from himſelf, or of excuſing himſelf 
to himſelf, He does not ſee that he is 
the perſon, againſt whom all his own 


arguments are pointed, He does not 
think of it. He ſtands in need of a 


THOU ART THE MAN, This may 


clude with a ſtory. | | 
A friend 
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A friend of mine was much afflict- LR T. 
ed with a dangerous diſorder, part 3 
hereditary, and part the fruit of his 
own induſtry. He ſent for one of the 
beſt phyſicians in the kingdom, who, 
having diſcourſed, greatly to his ſa- 
tisfaction, on the excellency of medi- 
cine in general, and of a medicine 
proper for that diſorder in particular, 
wrote his preſcription, and took his 
leave. My friend, who was a ſcholar, 
had a learned gentleman with him at 
the time; and the doctor was hardly 
out of the door, before a very warm 
controverfy began between them, con- 
cerning the fiy/e of the preſcription, 
whether it were claſſical or not. This 
and the virtues of the medicine were 
now the conſtant ſubjects of my 
friend's converſation, and he inveigh- 
ed with great zeal and indignation, 

againſt 
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III. 
— 


tals. The doctor was again ſent for; 


ſaid he, give me leave to aſk you one 


that he had really quite forgotten that 


deed recollect to have once taſted the 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


againſt the folly of thoſe, who would 
languiſh under diſeaſe, when there 
was ſuch a remedy to be had. The 
diſtemper, mean while, increaſed up. 
on himſelf, and began to ſeize the vi. 


and knowing his patient to be a re. 
markably ABsENT man, Pray, Sir, 


queſtion—Have you TAKEN the me- 
dicine? A ſummons to the bar of 
judgment could hardly have aſtoniſh- 
ed my friend more than this queſtion, 
He awoke as one out of a dream, and 
very honeſtly owned, he had been ſo 
occupied in talking and writing about 
it, and recommending it to others, 


part of the preſcription, He did in- 


n but finding it rather bitter, 
a flavour 
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a flavour always diſagreeable to him, 
he had ſet it by again, truſting, it 
ſeems, for his cure, to the virtues 
which might eſcape the cork, as it 
ſtood upon the mantle-piece.— You 
ſee how eaſy it is for him who pol- 
ſeſſes the medicine to be like him 
vho poſſeſſes it not; the medicine 
itſelf continuing all the while * 
fectly irreproachable. 

And now, if you pleaſe, Dear, Sir, 
we will take our leave of the Apology; 
for I have no deſign to meddle with 
the farrago of extraneous matter which 
it contains, reſpecting gallantry, flat- 
tery, dedications, &c. &c. &c. and as 
to the crude and angry remarks at 
the end of it, on the Letter to Dr. 
Smith—valeant quantum valere poſſunt ! 

II will truſt any man with them, if, 
during the peruſal, he will only hold 

— 9 
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III. 
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in his hand the pamphlet to which 
they relate—The Apology is indeed, 
both for matter and manner, ſenti. 
ment and language, ſo mean and 
wretched a; performance, that one 
cannot ſaKejtently wonder, how any 
perſon, accuſtomed to write, could 
permit ſuch a piece to come abroad, 
with all its imperfections on its head, 
I have ſelected thoſe parts which a. 
forded room for enlarging on topic 
uſeful to be diſcuſſed, and have noy 
done with it for ever, 


LET: 
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AM truly concerned, Dear Sir, 
to hear that your old conſtituti- 
onal complaint, a depreſſion of ſpirits, 
has of late been more than uſually 
troubleſome, and wiſh I may ſucceed 
in the medicine I am going to admi- 
niſter, if not for the removal, at leaſt 
for a temporary alleviation of it. 

The famous Dr. Radcliffe was once 
called in to a perſon almoſt ſuffocated 
by an impoſthumated ſwelling in the 
throat. The caſe required immediate 


relief, and the doctor ſent his ſervant 


into the kitchen, to order and bring 


up a large haſty- pudding. Upon it's 


arrival 


LET, 
IV. 
— 
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little of it backwards and forwards, 
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arrival, falling into a violent paſſion 
becauſe it was not made to his mind, 
he flung an handful of it in the fel. 
low's face, who returned the compli. 
ment, and an engagement enſued be. 
tween them, till the ammunition was 
all ſpent. The ſick man, who had 
been raiſed in his bed to ſee the bat- 
tle, was forced into a violent fit of 
laughter; the impoſthume broke, and | 
the patient recovered. 

In the preſent caſe, the philoſophy 
contained in Mr. H—'s poſthumous 
work, ſtyled Dialogues on Natural Re. 
ligion, ſhall be our haſty-pudding; 
and I will introduce a couple of gen- 
tlemen of my acquaintance to toſs a 


for your entertainment—May the ef. 
fect prove equally ſalutary 


A DTALOGUE 
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A DIALOGUE 
|, BETWBEN / 
THOMAS AND TIMOTHY 
ON 


PHILOSOPHICAL SCEPTICISM. 


Tim. Whither away ſo faſt, man? 
Where art going this morning? 
Tou. I am going to be made a 
Chriſtian. #7 2 
Tin, The very laſt thing I ſhould 


to make you ones? , 

Tou. David Humm. 

Tim. David Hume? Why, I 
thought he was an Atheiſt. 

Tou. The world never was more 
miſtaken about any one man, than 
about David Hume, He was deem- 
ed a {worn foe to Chriſtianity, whereas 
his whole life was ſpent in its ſervice. 
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I have heard, the wits there ſhould 


other people. As folks are quick 
ſcented in that country, perhaps they 
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complete Preparatio Evangelica. They 
lead men gently, and gradually, as it 
were, to the Goſpel. 

Tim. As how, Tom ? Be pleaſed 
to take me along with you. 

Tou. Why look you, here is chap- 
ter and verſe for you. Dialogues con- 
cerning Natural Religion, P. 263, To 
« be a philoſophital ſceptic, is, in a 
man of letters, the firſt and mot 
c effential ſtep towards _ a ſound 
e believing Chriſtian.” 

Tix. When David was at Pals 


ſay, he was a very worthy gentleman, 
but had his religious prejudices, like 


ſmelled a rat. Indeed, in a Supple- 


ment 10 n — H. we are told, 
that 
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that a brother of his uſed to obſerve LET. 
of him, © My brother Davie is a good i. 


— 


« enough ſort of a man, but rather 

« narrow minded.” —Well, I cannot 
tell what ſo ſay to it; there are abun- 

dance of pretty fancies ſtirting. 1 
ſuppoſe there may be different ways 

of becoming a Chriſtian, A man of 
letters, enters, belike, at the back 

door, and ſo goes round the houſe to 
come at it; a compaſs which we plain 
folk do not think it neceflary to take. 

One thing is certain, that if ſcepticiſm 
be the road to Chriſtianity, Mr. H. 
is a very proper perſon to keep the 
turnpike gate upon it. But what pro- 
greſs muſt one make, if one had a 
mind to-try the experiment, in this 
ſame philoſophical ſcepticiſm , before 
one could become a good ſound believ- 
D 2 ing 
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LET, ing Chriſtian? Muſt one doubt of 
IV. every thing? | 
— Tom. Of every * in this 
world, and that which is to come; as 
I myſelf do at this preſent ſpeaking, 
It is the moſt agreeable. proceſs in 
life; a charming delightful ſuſpenſe 
of judgment. I doubt whether there 
be any ſuch thing as matter; I doubt 
likewiſe whether there be any ſuch 
thing as ſpirit; that is, I doubt whe- 
ther there be creature or Creator ; and 
whether I myſelf am any thing more 
than a bundle of perceptions, with- 
out either body or ſoul. We modern 
philoſophers, you muſt know, conſi- 
der matter and ſpirit as ſo much lum- 
ber, which ſhould be cleared out of 
the way. There would then be a no- 
ble field open for ſpeculation, and 
we might all ſet out afreſh—I doubt, 
whether 
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whether the world, (ſuppoſing, for a LET; 
moment, that there be one) did not IV. 
exiſt from eternity, or whether it 9 
did not make itſelf; whether it be 
not a huge animal, ſomewhat like 
an oſtrich, which lays now and 
then an egg, to be hatched into a 
young world; or whether it be not 
an overgrown” vegetable, run to ſeed. 
As a tree ſheds its ſeed into the 
neighbouring fields, and produces 
« other trees; ſo the great vegetable 
« the world, or this planetary ſyſtem, 
produces, perhaps, within itſelf 
« certain ſeeds, which being ſcattered | 
* into the ſurrounding chaos, vege- 
e tate into new worlds. A comet, for 
« inſtance, is the ſeed of a world; and 
| © after it has been fully ripened, by 
© paſſing from ſun to ſun, and ſtar to 
« ſtar, is at laſt toſſed into the un- 
D 3 formed 
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LET. © formed elements which every where 

IV. „ fyrround this univerſe, and imme. 

nn diately ſprouts up into a new ſyſ. 
« tem. #® _ | 

Tim. Vaſtly ingenious! and really, 
upon the whole, not improbable !— 
But pry'thee Tou, if you are not in 

too great a hurry to be made a Chriſ- 
tian, do ſtop for half an hour, and 
inſtruct me a little farther in this New 
Week's Preparation of Mr. H. For 
the ſpecimen you have given me is ſo 
exquiſite, that it perfectly makes my 
mouth to water for more. What is 
the plan of theſe famous Dialogues con- 
cerning Natural Religion? 

Tom. You ſhall have it in few 
words—Once upon a time, then, 
there was a promiſing young man, 
whoſe name was Pamphilus. He was 

* Dialogues, P. 132. 
brought 
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pher, came to ſpend ſome days with 
Cleanthes. The Dialogues are ſup- 
poſed to contain the ſubſtance of a 
converſation which paſſed between 
theſe perſonages, by way, among 


other things, of preparing young 


Pamphilus, in a proper manner, for 


the reception of the Goſpel, by firſt 


making him a thorough ſceptic. Pam- 
philus, who, as a hearer only, was to 
learn and be wiſe, relates this conver- 
ſation, in a letter to his friend Her- 
mippus. There is a third ſpeaker in 
the Dialogues, ſtyled Demea, one of 
your old faſhioned orthodox gentry, 
who both firmly believes the exiſt- 
ence of a Deity, and is rather diſ- 
poled to ſpeak well than ill of his 
Maker. But the two philoſophers fo 

D4 _ aftoniſh 
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Cleanthes. Philo, a brother philoſo- 


IV. 
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LET, aſtoniſh and diſcompoſe him, draw 
IV. 


let me juſt aſk you one queſtion. Pray 


the boys would laugh at us. No, no, 
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him into ſo many ambuſcades, and 
raiſe ſo thick a metaphyſical duſt 
around him, that at the cloſe of the 
xith Dialogue, the old gentleman is 
olad to take a French leave, and va- 
niſhes ſo very ſuddenly, that whether 
he went out at the door, or the win- 
dow, or up the chimney, no body 
knows to this hour. It would do 
your heart good to ſee the fun they 
make with him. 

Tim. Before you go any farther, 


do you act upon this principle of phi- 
loſophical ſcepticiſm in common lite ? 

Tom. O, by no means, If we did, 
we ſhould walk into a horſepond, or 
run our heads againſt a wall, and 


* to whatever length any one may 
cc puſh | 
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W + puſh his ſpeculative principles of LET, 
« ſcepticiſm, he muſt act, and live, = 
and converſe, like other men; and 
« for this conduct he is not obliged 
« to give any other reaſon, than the 
« abſolute neceſſity he lies under of 
e ſo doing.” * 

Tim. I think it would be hard 
upon him if he were obliged to give 
any other reafon; for abſolute neceſſity 
is an exceeding good one. But what, 
then, is it you are all about, ſpending 
your pains in conſtructing a ſyſtem, 
which you are neceſlitated to contra- 
dict and proteſt againſt, every time 
you go down a ladder, or get over a 
ſtyle. Surely you ought to be ſet in 
a corner, with fools caps upon your 
heads, like the miſſes. at a boarding 
ſchool. In the name of common 
ſenſe, what can you mean? 


* Dialogues, P. 24. | 
mo Tou. 
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Tom. It is an amuſement=— « | 
«© a perſon carries his - ſpeculation 
* farther than this neceſſity conſtrain 
% him, and philoſophizes either o 
t natural or moral ſubjects, he is al. 
„ lured by a certain pleaſure and ſi 
e tisfaction which he finds in employ. 
ing himſelf after that manner.“ 

Tin. Suppoſe he were to play a 
puſh-pin, or ſpan-farthing, would i 
not be more to the purpoſe? And 
then he would not diſturb his neigh- 
bours. But that man's heart muſt be 
as wrong as his head, who can * find 
« a certain pleaſure and fatisfaQtion" 
in endeavouring to perſuade his fellot 
rationals, that they are without God 
in the world. However, if amule 
ment be the word, let us believer 
have ſome too. If philoſophers wil 


ka Dialogues, P. 24. 
amuk 
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ſenſe, they muſt give us leave to 
amuſe ourſelves by laugh ag at it. On 
Jour ſide of the queſtion it is poſſible 
to be merry and «wiſe, as well as to do 
ſome little ſervice to the world, by 
ſnewing it what ſtuff theſe dreams are 
W made of. Come, Tou, you ſhall repre- 
ſent the genius of philoſophical ſcep- 
ticiſm. And now let us hear ſome of 


to deny the exiſtence of a deity. 
Tou. Bleſs us! you ſhock me! I 
do not mean to deny the being, but 


ing the nature of God. 


WT lophize away. 
Tou. Our reaſon, Tim, is very 
WW weak—very weak, indeed—we are 


® Dialogues, ge 


thoſe ſtrong reaſons which induce you 


only to philoſophize a little concern- 


Tin. Well, then, be it fo. Philo- 
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be 
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Our knowledge of the things around u 
is extremely limited and imperfect- 
we ought to humble ourſelves“ 
Tim. There is always miſchief in 
the wind, when a philoſopher fall 
down and humbleth himſelf. But what 
is your inference from all theſe lowly 
_ conſiderations ? | 
Tou. That it is preſumption in 
ſuch worms of the duſt to argue about 
the nature and attributes of God. 
Tim. But you will allow poor res. 
ſon to exerciſe herſelf in her own 
province, and when ſhe is furniſhed 
with premiſes, to draw a concluſion. 
Tom. Ay, Ay, there is no harm 
in that. 
Tim. When we fee a houſe cal. 
culated to anſwer various purpoſes of 


* Dialogues, P. 42. 


beauty 
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beauty and convenience, and having 


gn, we know it could not build itſelf. 
rhe ſenſeleſs materials could never 
b have prepared and arranged them- 
elves in ſuch order. The timber 
ould not dance, cut and ſquared, out 
Wof the foreſt, nor the marble meet it, 
ewn and poliſhed,” from the quarry. 
he houſe therefore muſt have had a 
builder. We apply the ſame ar- 
Woument, 4 fortiori, to the caſe of the 


Iro ſcruple to aſſert, that he who de- 
Nies his aſſent to it does not deſerve 


pen to the common ſenſe of all 
ankind. Now, then, let us try the 
Incerity of that declaration of yours, 


in it all the marks of wiſdom and de- 


vorld, and its Maker, God; and 
ully, if I remember right, makes 


the name of a man, This is the ar- 
Wgument called 4 poſteriori, and lies 


that 


61 


LET. 
IV, 
— 


62 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


LET. that © the queſtion is not concerning 


IV, 


the being, but the nature of God. 
For if you controvert this argument, 
you certainly mean to ſhake our be. 
lief in the exiſtence of a Deity. You 
muſt of courſe attempt to ſhew, that 
the world might have been as it is, 
withour one; and if that be the caſe, 
you will next defy us to __ that 
there is one. 
Tom. Fiat juſtitia, ruat calum. | 
muſt ſtick ro truth, let what will come 
of it. I am not bound to anſwer for 
conſequences, I muſt own I look 
upon the argument to be inconcluſive. 
— Tim. All very well; but why could 
not you ſay ſo at firſt? What occaſion 
to be mealy mouthed, in an age like 
this ? Now matters are in a train, and 
we can proceed regularly, What is 
your objection to the argument ? 
Wherein does it fail? 


Ton. 
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Tou. It will fail, d'ye fee, if there LET. 


be not an exact fimilarity in the caſes. 
You. will not ſay, that there is an 


exact ſimilitude between the univerſe 
and a houſe, or between God and 
man, # 

Tim, Why really, Ton, 1 never 
imagined the world had a door and ; A 


chimney, like a houſe; or that God 


had hands and feet, like a man. Nor 
is it at all neceſſary that it ſhould be 


ſo, for the ſtrength and validity of 


the argument, which is plainly and 


ſimply this— If ſtones and trees have 


not thought and deſign to form them- 
ſelves into a houſe, there muſt have 
been ſome one, who had thought and 
deſign, to do it for them; and fo, as 
I ſaid before, a fortiori, with reſpect 
to the univerſe, where the thought 


* Dialogues, P. 50, 51, 58. 
and 


IV, 


LET. 
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and deſign appear infinitely ſuperior 
to thoſe required in building a houſe, 
We have no occaſion to ſuppoſe a re. 
ſemblance of the univerſe to a houſe, 
or of God to man, in every particular, 

Tom. “But why ſele& fo minute, 
„ ſo weak, ſo bounded a principle, 
<« as the reaſon and deſign of animals 
«is found to be upon this planet? 
What peculiar privilege has this 
< little agitation of the brain which 
« we call thought, that we muſt thus 
« make it the model of the whole 
e univerſe? Our partiality in our 
« own favour does indeed preſent it 
« upon all occafions ; but ſound phi. 
e loſophy ought carefully to guard 


* againſt ſo natural an illuſion.” * 


- Tim. It is not © our partiality in 

our own favour that preſents it to 
». o. 

[oo ef « s 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


te us upon all occaſions,” but the ne- 
ceſſity of the caſe. There is no other 
way of ſpeaking upon the ſubject, ſo 
as to be underſtood. Knowledge in 
God and man, however different in 
degree, or attained in a different man- 
ner, is the ſame in kind, and pro- 


6 


LET; 
Tv. 


55S 


duces the ſame effects, fo far as re- 


| lates to our preſent purpoſe, The 
knowledge of God is intuitive and 
perfect; that of man is by deduction, 
and is therefore imperfect, either 
when his premiſes are falſe, or when 
paſſion and prejudice enter into his 
concluſion. But wiſdom, which con- 
fiſts in fixing upon proper ends, and 
fitly proportioning means to thoſe 
ends, is wiſdom, in whatſoever ob- 
ject, mode, or degree it may exiſt; 
and there is therefore no illuſion, in 
lung, « Every houſe is builded by 

Ns * {ome 
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% ſome man, but he that built all 
things is God.” You ſpeak of 
thought, reaſon, or deſign, as © a little 
te agitation of the brain;“ as if you 
imagined, that Paradiſe loft, or the Ad- 
vancement of Learning, might at any 
time be produced, by ſimmering a 
man's brains over the fire. Certainly 
an author cannot compoſe without 
brains, heart, liver, and lungs ; but 
I am of opinion ſomething more than 
all four muſt have gone to the com- 
poſition even of the Dialogues concern- 
ing Natural Religion. Minute, weak, 
e and bounded, as this principle of 


K reaſon and deſign is found to be 


é in the inhabitants of this planet,” 
it can form and fruſtrate mighty 


ſchemes; it can raiſe and ſubvert 


empires; it can invent and bring to 
perfection a variety of arts and {ci- 
5 ences; 
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ences; and in the hands of ſome very 
worthy gentlemen of my acquaint- 
ance, it can ſet (itſelf up againſt all 
that is called God, and revile the 
works of the Almighty through 364 


pages together. 
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Tom, I cannot but ſtil] think, 3 5 


is ſomething of partiality and ſelf love 
in the buſineſs. Suppoſe there were 
« a planet wholly inhabited by ſpiders 
* (which is very poſlible;) they would 
probably aſſert, with the Bramins, 
that the world aroſe from an infinite 
e ſpider, who ſpun this whole compli- 


« cated maſs from his bowels, and an- 


e nihilates afterwards the whole, or 
« any part of it, by abſorbing it again, 
* and reſolving it into his own eſſence. 
This inference would there appear 
* as natural and irrefragable as that 
< which in our planet aſcribes the 

E 2 origin 
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origin of all things to defign and 
< intelligence. To us indeed it ap- 
< pears ridiculous, becauſe a ſpider is 
« a little contemptible animal, whoſe 
operations we are never likely to 
e take for a model of the whole 
e univerſe.” * Wr 
Tin. Poſſibly not; but I ſhould 
take that © little contemptible ani- 
<< mal” for an exact model of a ſcepti- 
cal philoſopher — | 
It ſpins a flimſy web, it's ſlender ftore ; 
And labours till it clouds itſelf all o'er, 
And were there a planet wholly in- 
habited by theſe ſame philoſophers, 
I doubt not of their ſpinning a col- 
mogony worthy an academy of ſpi- 
ders—And ſo Tom, the voluntary bu- 


mility which diſcovered itſelf at your 


ſetting out, ends at laſt in degrading 
| "ET. 242: 
OT man 
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man to a ſpider; and reaſon is either LE. 
exalted to the ſtars, or depreſſed ta IV. 


the earth, as beſt ferves the cauſe of 


infidelity. In this particular, how- 
erer, you are at leaſt as bad as the 


parſons. But let us proceed. What 


have you more to ſay againſt the ar- 
gument of the heuſe? 

Ton. IL ſay, that arguments con- 
nb facts are founded on experience. 
I have ſeen one hauſe planned and 
erected by an architect, and therefore 
I conclude the fame with regard ta 
others. But “ will any man tell me, 
** with a ferious countenance, that an 
* orderly univerſe muſt ariſe from 
« ſome: thought and art like the bu- 
* man, becauſe we have experience 


aof it? To aſcertain this reaſoning, 


< 1t were requiſite that we had expe- 

< rience of the origin of worlds.” F 
See Dialogues, P. 37. + P. 66. 
E 3 Tu. 
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Tim. Truly I know nor how that 


IV. can well be; for worlds are not made 
es a. 


every day. I have heard of the pro- 
duction of none ſince our own, and 
man could not ſee that made, be- 
cauſe he himſelf was made after it; 
and he could not exiſt, before he 
was made. The contrary ſuppoſition 
was indeed once ventured on, by the 
maſter of a Dutch puppet-ſhew— 
Whether he were a metaphyſician, I 


never heard. In the beginning of 


this ingenious drama, Mr. Puxcu 
poſting over the ſtage in a very large 
pair of jack- boots, and being aſked, 
whither he was going at ſo early an 
hour, replies, I am going to be created. 
His evidence, if you can procure it, is 
very much at the ſervice of ſcepti- 
ciſm, and may go near to determine 
the matter. In the mean time, I ſhall 


preſume my argument to be ſtill good, 
that 
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that if a houſe muſt be built by LET. 


thought and defign, a world cannot 
have been built without; though J 
have ſeen the one, and never was ſo for- 
tunate as to fee the other. Let me add 
farther, that if in the general contri- 


vance and conſtruction of the world 
there be evident demonſtration of con- 


ſummate wiſdom, that demonſtration 


cannot be ſer aide by ſeeming or real 


inconveniences in ſome parts, which, 
for good reaſons, were either origi- 


nally deſigned, or may have been 
ſince introduced, for the trial or pu- 
niſhment of its inhabitants, or for 


other purpoſes, unknown to us— This 
is the plain concluſion formed by 
common ſenſe,” and ſurely ten times 


more rational than to talk of eggs, 


and ſeeds, and ſpiders, and the neceſſity 
of ſeeing the world made, in order to 
know that it had a maker, 

£4  _- He 
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T* L no purſue any farther, 

at preſent, the wild ramblings of 
the ſpirit of ſcepticiſm in the Dia- 
lagues on Natural Religion. If your dil- 
order ſhould return hereafter, Dear 
Sir, we may take another handful or 
two of the haſty- pudding. Let us 
advert in the mean time to ſomething 
more miſchievous than the Dialagues, 
becauſe more intelligible to the ge- 
nerality of readers, I mean an Eſay 
on Suicide, in which that practice is 
vindicated, and recommended to his 
Majeſty's liege ſubjects, not only as 
lawful and innocent, but as containing 
and 
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and comprehending, in many caſes, LET. 
almoſt the whole duty of man. _ 
The Eſſay opens with a panegyric 
on philoſophy, as the only remedy 
for ſuperſtition. But may not the re- 
medy prove worſe than the difeaſe? A 
young gentleman, ſome years ago, ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be ſeduced to Popery. 
His friends ſent him to the ſage of Fer- 
ney, for a cure: and a moſt effectual one 
indeed was wrought, He came home 
a confirmed infide}, and has employed 
himſelf ever fince in writing againſt 
Chriſtianity, Popery may be bad 3 
but irreligion is not better. 
P. 1. Mr. H. laments that «© men 
* endowed with the ſtrongeſt capa» 
* city for buſineſs and affairs, crouch 
* all their lives under ſlavery to the 
groſſeſt ſuperſtition.” 
Superſtition ſurely is not the failing 
of the preſent age in Great Britain. 
We 
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LET. We have reaſon to-wiſh there was a 
V. little more of it than there is; ſince 
by the groſſeſt ſuperſtition,” philo- 
ſophers often mean neither more nor 
leſs than the Chriſtian Religion. 

P. 2. The fair ſex feel many of 
ce their joys blaſted by this importu- 
nate intruder.” 

And lo, Mr. H. in his panoply of 
«ſound philoſophy,” ſallies forth as 
their champion, to ſlay the giant, 
and deliver the captive damſels—But 
of what kind are the female “ joys" 
here alluded to? Innocent ones are 
heightened by religion, and thoſe that 
are otherwiſe ought to be © blaſted.” 
Mr. H. we have been told, delighted 

much in the company of women that 

were » modeſt, though the ſyſtem of 

- Morals, with which he favoured the 
world, was by no means calculated 

to 


r 
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0 make or to keep them ſuch. If LET. 
they were edified by his converſation, Ve 


[ am heartily glad of it“ a do re- 


« joice, yea, and will rejoice. “ 

P. 2. Superſtition being fourded 
« on falſe opinion, muſt immediately 
« vaniſh, when true philoſophy has 
« inſpired, zer ſentiments of n 
% powers,” 4 

But where is this 9 1 inspiring 
* true philoſophy“ to be found ? In 


Aſſuredly not. They were not agreed 
whether there were many Gods, one 


Mr. H.? Alas, his famous Dialogues 
on Natural Religion ſnew, that, by 
ſtudying their works, he had brought 
himſelf, and wiſhed to bring his read- 


q Juſt ſentiments of ſuperior powers” 
Can 


the writings of the ancient heathens? 


God, or no God. In the writings of 


ers, into the very ſame uncertainty. 
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_ From the apoſtafy of the 
nations to the coming of Chriſt, 


philoſophy laboured at the taſk in 
vain; and if ſhe has ſucceeded. in an) 
reſpect better ſince, it is becauſe ſhe 
has borrowed light from Revelation, 
and not been honeſt enough to own 
it. Chriſtianity is founded not upon 
falſe opinions,” but facts, the truth 
of which all Mr. H—'s philoſophy 
has never been able to diſprove. 
P. 3. To the direful effects of ſu- 
perſtition, enumerated by Cicero, 
Mr. H. adds one ſtill more direful; 
that a man under it's dominion, 
though death alone can put a ful 
<« period to his miſery, © dares not 
ee fly ro this refuge, but ſtill pro- 
© longs à miſerable exiſtence, from 
«© a2 vain fear left he offend his 
| | „Maker, 


ſo: 
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« Maker, by uſing the power with ER T. 
« which that beneficent Being has en- as 
« dowed him. The preſents of God 
« and nature are raviſhed from us by 
« this cruel enemy, and notwithſtand= 
ing that one ſtep would remove us 
« from the regions of pain and forrow, 
« her menaces {till chain him down 
to a hated being, which ſhe herſelf 
« chiefly contributes to render mi- " 
&« ſerable.” | 

The ſuperſtition intended by Ci- 
cero is pagan ſuperſtition. But what 
is that ſuperſtition which in theſe 
times is . underſtood to prohibit ſui- 
cide ? Evidently it is the Chriſtian 
Religion: It is this therefore which by 
Mr. H. is called “the modern Euro- 
* pean ſuperſtition,” * This is the 
* virulent poiſon;“ x the “ cruel 
| P. 13. ＋ P. 2. 

* enemy 
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* enemy,” * the“ inhuman tyrant,” 4 
that+'** chiefly contributes to render 
life miſerable;” and the Deity is 
complimented by him as a © benehi 
cent Being,” becauſe he has © en. 
e dowed a man with power” to cut 
his throat, or blow out his brains, in 
order to eſcape; The ſame beneh- 
cent Being has endowed a man with 
e power” (if that be all which is 
wanted) to cut the throat, or blow 
out the brains of his © neighbour, 
ſhould he judge that neighbour to be 
the cauſe of his miſery. Upon the 
principles advanced by Mr. H. it 1s 
no eaſy 'matter to give a good and 
ſufficient reaſon why he ſhould not do 
ſo. For if he has a right to kill him- 


ſelf when any great evil befalls him, 


or when he is under the apprehenſion 
® . 4. N 


of 
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prehends, has brought evil upon him, 
or who, as he fears, will do it 2 —80 
again; if he may kill himſelf becauſe 
he ſeems no longer of any uſe to ſo- 
ciety, why not, out of charity, kill 
another, whom he finds or fancies to 
be in the ſame predicament? If ſuch 
be Mr. H—'s philoſophy, the Lord 
defend us from it, and bleſs us with 
a little common ſenſe, and common 
honeſty ! 

P. 5. Mr. H. undertakes to prove 
that ſuicide is no breach of our duty 
to God: and now let us attend to 
him. bt; 
In order to govern the material 
* world, the Almighty Creator has 
* eſtabliſhed general and immuta- 
8 = * by which all bodies are 

* main» 
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of it, why may he not have an equal LET. 
right to kill another, who, as he ap- . 
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maintained in their proper ſphere 
„ and function. 
Without doubt he has eſtabliſhed 
an agency of ſecond cauſes, which 
we call the courſe of nature, operating, 
under his own ſuperintendency, regu. 
| larly and uniformly, unleſs when, for 
ſpecial reaſons, he ſees fit to alter or 
ſuſpend it, as on many occaſions he 
has done—Very well; now to proceed: 
* To govern the animal world, he 
* has endowed all living creatures 
* with bodily and mental powers; 
** with ſenſes, paſſions, appetites, me- 
* mory, and judgment, by which they 
* are impelled or regulated in that 
* courſe of life to which they are del- 
* tined.” 
- Here we muſt ſtop a little. And 
firſt, we will diſmiſs the other ani- 
mals“ from their attendance, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe the queſtion proceeds ſolely 
upon man. This done, we aſk, whe- 
ther there be really no difference be- 
tween the two caſes; whether man 
be not endowed with a will to chuſe 
and refuſe; and whether he be not 
accountable for his actions? If not— 
if he be neceſſarily © impelled and 
regulated in his courſe,” as a planet 
in that marked out for it, by “ ge- 
« neral and immutable laws,” there is 
at once an end of the morality of 
human actions, and neither ſuicide 
nor any thing elſe can be 'a crime. 
You will judge from what follows, 
how far it is Mr. Hs intention to 
inculcate this idea. 

P. 7. All events, in one ſenſe, 
may be pronounced the action of 
* the Almighty; they all proceed 
* from thoſe powers with which he 


© has endowed his creatures.” 
F The 


LET. 
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The murder of Abel “ praceeded 
from thoſe powers with which God 
& had endowed his creature” Cain; 
ſince if Cain had not poſſeſſed ſuch 
powers, he could not have exerted 
them. But what is the one ſenſe,” 
in which * that event may be pro- 
© nounced the action of the Almigh- 
«© ty? ”— The power is from God; 
but let man be anſwerable for the uſe 
and abuſe of it. 

P. 7. When the paſſions as, 
< when the judgment dictates, when 
the limbs obey; this is all the 
<< operation of God.“ 

The ſame fallacy. That the paſ- 
ſions can play, the judgment can 
dictate, and the limbs can obey, is 


of God; but that theſe ſeveral facul- 


ties operate. by righteouſneſs unto life, 
and not by ſin unto death, man, aſſiſt- 
ed 
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ed by divine grace, is competent to LET, 

provide ; and it is at his peril that he 8 
do provide. Otherwiſe, God is made 
the author of all the evil in the world. 
P. 8. Men are mtruſted to their 
« own judgment and diſcretion, and 
« may employ every faculty with 
« which they are endowed to pro- 
C. vide 'for- their eaſe, e or 

« preſervation” - | 

In ſubordination to hs Los of God, 
and the duties he has enjoined ; not 
per fas atque nefas. There are caſes in 
which we ought to give up our own 
eaſe, happineſs, and even preſervation, 
for the benefit of others, our friends, 
our country, our religion; and we 
thall in no wife lofe our reward. | 
P. 9. We are now coming to the 

point — 


F 2 r 
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„What is the meaning then of 
© this principle that a man who puts 
an end to his own life to avoid pain 


and miſery, has incurred the indig- 


nation of his Creator by encroach- 
“ ing on the office of divine provi- 
« dence, and diſturbing the order 0 
<« the univerſe ? ?? 

Mr. H. has been careful to inſinuate 
repeatedly in the courſe of his argu- 
ment, that the providence of the 


« Deity appears not immediately in 


* any operation, but governs every 
thing by the general and immuta- 
ble laws above mentioned; * that 
„there is no event exempted from 
e them, or peculiarly reſerved for his 
« own immediate action and opera- 
ce tion; F And that if general laws be 
« ever broken by particular volitions 


"CF 7. + F. 8. 
of 
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« of the Deity, tis after a manner 
« which entirely eſcapes human ob- 
« ſervation.” *—But God may act me- 
diately, though not immediately; he may 
dire, though he does not controu!. 
The agency of ſecond cauſes proceeds 
not by chance, or a blind impulle ; 
it was created by God's power, framed 
by his wiſdom, and is guided by his 
providence, We have better authority 
for affirming, than Mr. H. can have for 
affirming the contrary, that not a ſpar- 
row falls to the ground without our 
heavenly Father. If he regards the 
life of a bird, he cannot be indifferent 
to that of a man. The inference is 
made by the ſame authority -“ how 
* much more, O ye of little faith” — 
quite contrary to another favourite po- 
ſition of Mr. H. that in the ſight of 


® Fo, 
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LET, God every event is alike important, 


V. 


* and that the life of a man is of no 
greater importance to the univerſe 
than that of an oyſter.” + 

Tf God be not inattentive to inferior 
animals, it muſt be becauſe he had 


ſome view in giving them exiſtence. . 


And ſhall we fuppoſe that man, the 


nobleſt of his creatures, the lord of 


this lower world, was formed without 
any view or deſign at all? No, ſurely; 
he is ſent upon earth, for a certain 
time, to perform a certain part, to 
act, or to ſuffer, as God for wiſe and 
juſt reaſons ſhall be pleaſed to ordain, 
till the part ſhall be finiſhed, and he 
ſhall be releaſed and diſmiſſed by 
the ſame hand. The Lord of nature 
gives, and takes away. It is the glory 
of a man to reſign himſelf to the di- 


. 1 P. 11. 


vine 
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vine diſpenſations, and to walt his dif- 
charge in faith and patience. There 
is ſomething more rational and manly 
and comfortable in all this, than in 
the notion of our being ſubjected 
only to the © general laws of matter 
* and motion,” and whenever we hap- 


87 
LET. 


v. 
wins 


pen to be out of humour with the 


world and ourſelves, flying at once 


for relief to the ſword or the piſtol. 


But in this caſe, ſays Mr. H. 

P. 11. It would be equally criminal 
* to act for the preſervation of life, as 
tt for its deſtruftion.” 

By no means. God has implanted 
in every creature an inſtin& for the 
pteſervation of life, and great pains 
muſt be taken to overcome that in- 
ſtint before we can bring ourſelves 
to effect it's deſtruction. | 

PF, ' 


LET. 
V. 
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The reaſon aſſigned is, that in one 
caſe, as well as the other, wie diſturb 
„the courſe of nature, and infringe 
< the general laws of matter and mo- 
*© tion.” 

My dear philoſopher, let us obey 
the law. of God, and leave the laws 
of matter and motion to themſelves, 
I am afraid it is impoſſible you ſhould 
have impoſed upon your own under. 
ſtanding, when you riſqued this ar- 
gument. | 

P. 12. A hair, a fly, an inſect 
« js able to deſtroy this mighty being, 
* whoſe life is of ſuch importance” — 
Undoubtediy— now for the inference 
— ls it an abſurdity to ſuppoſe that 


human prudence may lawfully diſpoſe 


* of what depends on ſuch inſignifi- 
« cant cauſes ?” 


But 
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But is life of leſs importance while 
it continues, becauſe by inſignificant 
cauſes it may be taken away? Or be- 
cauſe it may be ſo taken away, are 
we therefore authorized to extinguiſh 
it by our own act and deed ? The con- 
ſideration of it's frailty can only ren- 
der it more precious, inciting us to 
make the beſt uſe of it while we have 
it, and to take all poſſible care leſt we 
we loſe it. 

P. 12. It would be no crime in 
* me to divert the Nile or Danube 
from it's courſe.” 

None at all, Some oppoſition 
might ariſe from the inhabitants of 
certain countries perhaps, when they 
found they were likely to loſe their 
rivers, But I wiſh you had been ſo 
employed, inſtead of writing eſſays in 
defence of ſuicide. | 
P. 22 


8 


LET. 
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LET. P. 12. Where then is the crime 
v. © of turning a few ounces of blood 
from their natural channel ?” 

The public prints informed us ſome 
time ago of a man who killed his wife 
and children, as well as himſelf, to 
prevent them from being unhappy, 

And where was the crime? It was 
only “ turning ſo many more ounces 
of blood from their natural channel,” 
— This, it ſeems, is the philoſophical 
idea of murder, ſomewhat ſimilar to 
the notion once entertained of perjury 
by an Iriſh evidence — © Who would 
„not ſmack the calveſtin ( ſaid he) for 
* a friend ?” 

But more cutioſities await us. We 
are now to be informed that reſigna- 
tion and gratitude are with the fui- 
cide ; and that it belongs to the poot 
fooliſh Chriſtian only to murmur, and 
be thankleſs. P. 1. 
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P. 12. Do you imagine that 1 


« repine at Providence, or curſe my 
« creation, becauſe I go out of life, 
« and put a period to a being, which, 
« were it to continue, would render 
me miſerable.” 

I do really imagine, from all that I 
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ks 


have obſerved and heard, that this is 


the diſpoſition of mind in which many 


of thoſe leave the world, who become 


their own executioners. Suicide is 
the refuge moſt frequently recurred to 
by pride, luſt, and ambition, when 
diſappointed in their ſchemes, or re- 
duced 'to beggary by their own folly 
and extravagance. Sour, gloomy, and 
deſperate, they put themſelves upon 
the forlorn hope of atheiſm and an- 


nihilation, daſh from the world, and 


plunge into eternity at a venture. 
„ if it proceed from the 


above 
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LET, abovementioned cauſes, partakes of 


V. 
— 


their criminality. If it be conſtituti. 
onal, it is a diſeaſe, and muſt be 
judged of accordingly. As to the 
ſuppoſed inſtances of ſuicide, com- 
mitted to eſcape from pain and ſick. 
neſs, they very ſeldom happen. In that 
ſchool of affliction men learn pati. 
ence, and with patience, many other 
good leſſons. But from whatever 
cauſe ſuch a reſolution may proceed, 
he who throws back his life, the gift 
of God, in the face of the donor, and 
in effect ſays, he will have no more of 
it, molt certainly © repines at Provi- 
„ dence,” and cannot be far from 
« curſing his creation.” How would 


the deſpiſed chriſtian virtues of humi- 
lity, repentance, faith, and charity, in 


every trial, ſet all right, and reconcile 


us to our ſufferings and our duty 


But let us hear Mr. H. 


P. 12. 


f 
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P. 12. Far be ſuch ſentiments 


from me — I thank Providence 


« both for the good which I have al- 
« ready enjoyed, and for the power 
« with which I am endowed of Gy 
e ing the ill that threatens me.” 

A very fine piece of ſtill life, for 
one about to commit ſuch an act of 
violence upon himſelf ! A moſt ami- 
able and gracious portrait of ſelf mur- 
der, after the manner of the Stoics ! 
Suppoſe, inſtead of thanking Provi- 
dence for a“ power,” which you are 
going to employ in a manner never 
intended by your Maker, when you 
are upon your knees, you ſhould in- 


treat for grace to bear your misfor- 


tunes like a man, and improve them 
to the purpoſe for which they were 


ſent Would not this conduct diſ- 


play more piety and reſignation than 
| cutting 
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cutting your throat to eſcape them?— 
Mr. H. is of a different opinion. 

P. 13. To you it belongs to te. 
pine at Providence, who fooliſhly 
<« imagine that you have no ſuch 
power, and who mult ſtill prolong 
%a hated life, though loaded with 
«pain and ſickneſs, with ſhame and 


* poverty.“ 


Pardon me, Sir; the accents of a 
Chriſtian in ſuch. circumſtances are 
very different indeed Thou haſt 
<« ſent me ſickneſs, and 1 have borne 
<« it with patience, without murmur- 
ing; great loſſes, and I have blel- 
* ſed thy holy name; calamities and 
<« affliftions, and I have received them 


with thankſgiving.” 
P. 13. Do not you teach, that 


us when any ill befalls me, though by 


the malice of mine enemies, I 


cc ought 
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« ought be reſigned to Providence, 


« and that the actions of men are the 
* 


operations of the Almighty as much 
« as the actions of inanimate beings?“ 

| Certainly they are all under his di- 
rection - and now again = the infe- 
rence 

« When I fall upon my own e 
«© THEREFORE, I receive my death 
« equally from the hands of the Deity, 
« as if it had proceeded from a: lion, 
« 2 precipice, or a fever.” | 
That is, becauſe I muſt be reſigned 
to God's Providence, when, in the 
courſe of his diſpenſations, my life is 
taken from me, herefore—l may kill 
myſelf. This is an argal that would 
have diſgraced the gravedigger in 
Hamlet—In the one inſtance we em- 
ploy our utmoſt exertions to preſerve 
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life; in the other, we ourſelves de. 
ſtroy it.— But it is ſaid, 

P. 13. If my life be not my own, 
«it were criminal for me to put it in 
danger, as well as to diſpoſe of it.” 

When it pleaſes God to call for life, 
in the way of duty, it muſt willingly 
be ſacrificed. But ſuicide never lies 
in the way of duty. And no two 


caſes can be more eſſentially different, 


than that of the hero who dies in the 


cauſe of his country, his king, or his 


God, and that of the wrelch, who 
through pride, impatience, and cow- 
ardice, lays violent hands upon him- 
ſelf. Attempt not, for the credit of 
philoſophy, to confound the two cha- 
racters; for heaven and hell are not 


. farther aſunder. 


P. 14 There is no being—which 
<« by ever ſo irregular an action can 
& encroach 
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« encroach upon the plan of the Crea- 
© tor's providence, or diſorder the 
« univerſe. It's operations are his 
« works equally with that chain of 
events which it invades, and which- 
« ever principle prevails, we may for 
« that very reaſon conclude it to be 
« moſt favoured by him.” | 

Rare news for thei, profit. 
gates, and cut-throats !—A lady has 
paid a viſit to a neighbour, and in the 
evening is returning to her home, 
which, according to the natural 
chain of events,” ſhe ſhould reach 
in peace and quietneſs. But a man, 


« exerciſing the powers with which 


„ his Creator has inveſted him,“ ra- 
viſnes, robs, and murders her. This 
is the * irregular action, which in- 
* vades the chain.” Be of good cou- 
rage, my Boy! © It's operations are 

G * equally 
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" equally the works 'of God with the 
* chain of events invaded by it, and 


„ whichever principle prevails, ve 


« may for that very reaſon con- 
„ clude it to be the moſt favoured 
* by him,”—** God ſees no fin in his 
et ele&,” ſays the fanatic : but accor- 
ding to the new philoſophy, God ſees 
no fin, (for if this mode of reaſoning 
be juſt, there neither is nor can be ſin) 
in any man. 

P. 14. When the borer of pain 

&* prevails over the love of life; when 
« a voluntary action anticipates the 
« effe&s of blind cauſes, it is only 
e in conſequence of thoſe powers and 
„principles which he (the ſupreme 
Creator) has implanted in his crea- 


« tures.” 


Does not the argument prove too 


much? May not the ſame be ſaid of 
number- 
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numberleſs deſires which ariſe in the 
heart of man, as at preſent cireum- 
ſtanced, and which, according to all 
the rules of true philoſophy, as well 
as true religion, ought to be con- 
trouled and overruled by a ſuperior 
principle ? Will not the ſame plea be 
as valid in the cafe of him who finds 
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himſelf ſtrongly excited to revenge, 


to intemperance, to luſt, &c. &c. &e. 
as of him who is tempted to deſtroy 
himſelf ? All, it may be ſaid, happens 
in conſequence of thoſe powers and 
principles implanted in us.” The 


truth is, that human actions muſt be 


directed, becauſe they will be judged, 
by other meaſures than our pains or 
our pleaſures. On one fide is my 
propenſity; on the other, the law of 
God. Can it be a matter of indif- 
ference, which of the two prevails ? 

G 2 Accord- 
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According to theſe arguments, as 
Rouſſeau has juſtly obſerved, © there 
can be no crimes which may not be 
<« juſtified by the temptation to per- 
«« petrate them; and as ſoon as the 
“ jmpetuoſity of paſſion ſhall prevail 
* over the horror of guilt, a diſpoſi- 
<* tion to do evil ſhall be conſidered 
ce as a right to do it.” See Eliſa, 
Lett. cxv. | 
P. 15. © Divine providence is ſtill 
% inviolate, and placed far beyond the 
“reach of human injuries.“ > 
. Certainly. When Judas - betrayed 
his Maſter, it was foreſeen that he 
would do ſo, and all things were or- 
dered accordingly ; Providence was 
** ſtill inviolate”—But Judas was not 
therefore guiltleſs. 
P. 15. It is affirmed that © to di- 
< yert rivers from their courſe, to ino- 
| culate 
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« culate for the ſmall pox, to put a 
« period to our own life, to build 
ce houſes, cultivate the ground, or 
« fail upon the ocean, are actions 
« equally innocent, or equally crimi- 
« nal.” Why? Becauſe in all of 
« them we employ our powers of 
mind and body, to produce ſome 
innovation in the courſe of nature; 
« and in none of them do we any 
more.“ a 
1. As to the actions of * diverting 
« rivers, building houſes, cultivating 
the ground, and failing upon the 
* ocean,” there is no occaſion to dif- 
cuſs their legality. TY 
2. The intention of inoculation ts 
to. preſerve life, that of ſuicide can be 
only to deftroy it; ſo that there is a 
material difference between them. 
3. No one ever reſted the Morality 
G 3 of 
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of human actions merely on the cir. 
cumſtance here ſtated of © producing 
« ſome innovation in the courſe of 
„nature.“ Otherwiſe, one might ar. 
gue, after the manner of Mr. H. 
Jack kills a hog, and Dick kills x 
„man. They mult be equally inno- 


cent, or equally criminal. Jack em- 
cc ploys his powers to produce. ſome 
< jnnovation in the courſe of nature; 


Each 


&« and Dick does no more. 
< turns a few ounces of blood out of 
cc their natural channel; and the blood 
of a hog makes as good puddings 
« as that of a man.” 

P. 13. But you are placed by 
< providence, like a centinel, in a par- 
« ticular ſtation, and when you deſert 


it without being recalled, you are 


* equally guiky of rebellion againſt 
« your almighty ſovereign, and have 
incurred his diſpleaſure.“ 

This 
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This is an argument urged againſt 
ſuicide by heathen as well as Chriſtian 
writers, How does Mr. H. overthrow 
it? 

P. 16. „I aſk, 1 do you conclude 
that providence has placed me in 
_ « this ſtation? For my part, I find 
« that I owe my birth to a long chain 
« of cauſes, of which many depended 
on the voluntary actions of men.” 

Here we ſhould anſwer, but that 
Mr. H. like the mother of Siſera, re- 
turns anſwer to himſelf. F 

P. 16. But providence guided all 
« theſe cauſes, and nothing happens 
jn the univerſe, without it's conſent 
and co-operation.“ 

Now comes Mr. Hs reply. 

If fo, then neither does my death, 
* however voluntary, happen with- 
out its conſent.” | 
© If 
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I by conſent Mr. H. means permiſſion, 
all the evil ever perpetrated on earth 
has been perpetrated by God's per- 
miſſion; for otherwiſe it could not 
have. been perpetrated at all. But if 
he means approbation, we muſt deny 
the propoſition, Many things are per. 
mitted, which are not approved. Of his 
approbation or diſapprobation we have 
other rules by which to judge. 

P. 16.— And whenever pain or 
< ſorrow ſo far overcome my patience, 
* as to make me tired of life, I may 
* conclude that I am recalled from my 
« ſtation in the cleareſt and moſt ex- 
« preſs terms.“ 

Then may every man put an end 
to his own life when he thinks pro- 
per. The © patience” of ſome peo- 
ple is ſoon overcome; and per- 
haps there are few Engliſhmen, who 

| have 
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have not found themſelves * tired of 
« life,” in one part or other of the 
month of November ; but happily 
prevented from hanging themſelves 
by a ſenſe of higher obligation, they 
have returned to buſineſs, and done 
excellent ſervice to their country; in 
the month of January. The ſtation 
of a centinel is not, nor is it ſup» 
poſed to be, a ſtation of eaſe, but 
of duty. A good ſoldier endures 
hardſhip; and a good Chriſtian muſt 
do the ſame. Affliction is © a call, 
in the moſt clear and expreſs 
* terms,” not to ſullenneſs and ſui- 
cide, but to the exerciſe of patience, 
reſignation, and fortitude. For 
* even hereunto are we called;“ and 
our commander himſelf has ſet us the 
example. Let us follow him with 
alacrity and chearfulneſs, and we ſhall 

one 
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one day fit down with him at the 


V. tight hand of the Majeſty in the hea. 


— 


vens— This is a philoſophy that has 
ſome comfort in it, and is worth cul. 
tivating. 

P. 16. Tis providence ſurely that 
« has placed me at this preſent in this 
chamber: but may I not leave it 
« when I think proper, without being 
liable to the imputation of having 
« deſerted my poſt or ſtation ?”. 

Is there no difference, then, between 
your walking out of life, and your 
walking out of one room into ano- 
ther ? | 
P. 16. When I ſhall be dead, the 


principles of which I am compoſed 


will {till perform their part in the 


<< univerſe, and will be equally uſe- 


« ful in the grand fabrick, as when 
they compoſed this individual crea: 
<< ture.” 

They 
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They may be ſo. Your clay, like 
that of Alexander, may ſtop a bung- 
hole. | | 
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« The difference to the whole will 


« be no greater than betwixt my be- 
« ing in a chamber and the open 
« air, The one change is of more 
« importance to me than the other ; 
« but not more ſo to the univerſe.” 

This is the old argument, that “ the 
« life of a man is of no greater impor- 
« tance to the univerſe than that of an 
« oyſter.” EB 

As far as this argument goes, then, 
there would be no harm done, if the 
whole ſpecies were to take arms, 
and, like Bayes's troops in the Re- 
hearſal, * all kill one another.” But 
we know that the life of man is no 
inſignificant matter in the eye of God : 
and Mr. H. himſelf ſeems to think it 
of /ome importance to the perſon con- 
cerned, LET. 


LET. 


VI, 
nn nnd 


rern VE 


E are next to enquire, whe- 
ther ſuicide be any breach 

of our duty towards our neighbour. 
P. 17. How does it appear that 
* the ' Almighty is difpleaſed with 
<* thoſe actions which diſturb ſociety ? 


By the principles which he has im- 


« planted in human nature; and 
* which inſpire us with a ſentiment 
of remorſe if we ourſelves have 
been guilty of ſuch actions, and 
« with that of blame and diſappro- 
< bation, if we ever obſerve them in 
others. Let us now examine whe- 
ether ſuicide be of this kind of 
c actions.“ | 


Be- 
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Before we enter upon the exa- 
mination here propoſed, it is ob- 
vious to remark, that there is no in- 
ſtinct, or “principle implanted“ in 
human nature, which ſeems to be 
more univerſal and more forcible than 


that of an averſion to ſuicide. For a 


man to deſtroy himſelf is directly a- 
gainſt the voice and the very prime 
inclination of nature, Every thing 
deſires to preſerve itſelf. No man 
e hateth his own fleſh, but nouriſheth 


and cheriſheth it.” And therefore, 


nations in general, as taught by the 
immediate voice of nature, by the 
very firſt accents which ſhe utters 
to all, have abhorred men's laying 
violent hands upon themſelves: and 


to ſhew their abhorrence, have decreed- 


to purſue ſelf-murderers, after their 
death, with the higheſt. marks of ig- 
nominy. 
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nominy. * The argument from im- 
planted principle, therefore, militates 
very powerfully againſt ſuicide. 

But however, the truth is, that in 
this, as in many other caſes, theſe im. 
planted principles, by due labour and 
pains, may be overruled and ſup- 
preſſed. On which account, it be- 
comes neceſlary for us to have ſome 


other criterion of moral rectitude evi. 


dent to all, and to be eluded by none; 
leſt obduracy ſhould be deemed a 
proof of innocence, and becauſe a 
man feels no remorſe, he ſhould ap- 
prehend no guilt. 

For us Chriſtians this matter is ſet- 


tled by a law, which we eſteem to be 


wiſe, and juſt, and good, and moſt 
friendly to the intereſts of ſociety, 
* See Bp. Taylor's Duck. Dubitant. B. 11, 


Ch. 11. Rule 111. 


By 
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By the leave of the new philoſo- LET. 
phers, we will take it with us; and R. 4 
I am apt to think, it will appear | 
to great advantage, on this part of 
our ſubject. Holding this light in our 
hands, then, let us enter the dark 
labyrinth of Mr. Hs ſophiſtry, and 
it will bring us ſafely out again. 

P. 18. A man who retires from 
life, does no harm to ſociety,” 

There are two ways of impoſing 
upon mankind through the abuſe of 
words; when a good thing is diſ- 
graced by a bad name, or a bad thing 
dignified with a good one. Mr. H. 
in this Eſſay affords us a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the latter mode of decep- 
tion. The /elf-murderer is ſometimes 
laid by him to “ diſpoſe of life,” as 
a pedlar would ſell two pennyworth 
of inkle; at others, to © retire from 

< life” 
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“ life, ”” as a gentleman, when he has 
a mind to leave company, makes his 
bow, ſteps gracefully out.of the room, 
and ſhuts the door, —It may be urged, 
perhaps, that as we underſtand Mr, 

H-—'s meaning, it is needleſs to dif. 
pute any farther about his language. 
he it ſo. Proceed we then to con- 
ſider the ſentiment. 

A man who retires from life des | 
© no harm to ſociety.” 

_ Ariſtotle thought otherwiſe, and, as 
it ſhould ſeem, better, upon this 
point, It was his opinion, that they 
who. deſtroy themſelves ( without the 
command. of: God or the Public) are 
injurious to the commonwealth ; from 
whoſe ſervice they withdraw them- 


- ſelves if they be innocent, and whole 
juſtice they evade, if they be guilty.* 


* See Bp. Taylor, ubi ſupra. 
But 
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But ſurely the ſuicide “ does harm 1 K T. 
« to ſociety,” by ſetting a deteſtable VI. 
example, which, if generally followed 
in times of calamity and diſtreſs, 
would deſolate a country, ' inſtead of 
defending it. Suicide originates in 
deſpair, of all evils political or moral 
the greateſt, as cutting off every re- 
ſource of help and deliverance. Wilſe- 
ly, therefore, as well as bravely, did 
the Romans return public thanks to 
their general, who had been vanquiſhed 
in a dreadful battle by the enemy, 
becauſe he had nevertheleſs vor DE- 
SPAIRED of the commonwealth. In 
the inſtance before us, example is 
particularly contagious. Once, as hif- 
tory relates, it became a faſhion a- 
mong the' young women of a certain 
city in Greece to make away with 
themſelves; nor could the magiſtrates 
| .H =_ 


| _ 
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put an end to the horrid practice, til 
having ordered the dead bodies of 
the culprits to be dragged naked 
through the ſtreets, they overcame 
this moſt unnatural love of death by 
the dread of ſhame. In our own 
country, and, it is ſaid, of late, upon 
the continent, partly by the examples 
of profligates, and partly by the wri- 
tings of philoſophers, the ſame faſhion 
is more and more diffuſing itſelf a- 
mong all ranks of people, and the 
ſtate is continually loſing numbers, 
who might otherwiſe have lived Jong 
to ſerve it, and then have died in the 
faith and fear of God. It is not true, 
therefore, that the ſuicide does no 
c harm to ſociety.” He does irreme- 
diable harm, and may continue to do 
ſo, to the years of many generations. 
ä P. 18. 
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Pp. 18. He only ceaſes to do BET. 


good; which, if it is an injury, is 
« of the loweſt kind.” 

To ceaſe to do good is not fo cri- 
minal as ro do harm; but it is crimi- 
nal, notwithſtanding. We were ſent 
into the world to do good; and we 


VI. 
— 


ſhould do it to the end. The portion 


of the ** unprofitable ſervantꝰ is not to 
be envied. 9 
P. 18. But when I withdraw my- 
« ſelf altogether from ſociety, can I 
de bound any longer? 
It is not poſſible to “ withdraw 
« yourſelf altogether from ſociety.” 
There always will be ſome about you, 
whom you may improve by your con- 


verſation and example, and who may 


improve others by the relation of them. . 


P. 18. © I am not obliged to do a 
H2 *+ ſmall 
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e ſmall good to ſociety, at the ex- 
« pence of a great harm to myſelf.” 
Be not afraid, where no fear is. The 
harm“ is not great“ of bearing 
your afflitions as God requires you 


to bear them, who ſends the trial, 


and will ſend the ſtrength: and in a 
ſtage of our exiſtence where ſo large a 


part of our duty lies in ſuffering, the 


« good” is not © ſmall,” of ſhewing 
your companions in tribulation (and 
ſuch more or leſs are all mankind) 
what it is to ſuffer and die like a 
Chriſtian, in piety and patience, cheer- 
fulneſs and reſignation. 
P. 19. If upon account of age 
<« and. infirmities, I may lawfully re- 
« ſign any office, and employ my 
* time altogether in fencing againſt 
<* theſe. calamities, and alleviating, as 
much as poſſible, the miſeries of my 
« fy- 
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« future life: why may I not cut ſhort 
« theſe miſeries at once by an action 
« which is no more * prejudicial to ſo⸗ 
cc ciety 2” W 01 Ei nne 

Buicide is in reality far more pre- 
« judicial to ſociety,“ as we have al- 
ready ſne wn, becauſe it exhibits a bad 
example of impatience and deſpair, 
which may be copied by any man, 
who, in the hour of gloom and me- 
lancholy (he being always the judge 
of his own caſe) ſhall fancy himſelf 
in circumſtances which will juſtify the 


ation. How many have ſtill con- 


trived to the laſt in various ways to 
do ſervice to their families and” to 
the public, during the intervals of 
pain and ſickneſs? And when they 
could no longer teach their friends 
how to live and act, have taught them 
(as before mentioned, but it cannot 

3 
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LET, be mentioned too often) that other 


TA 


VI. 


„ g neceſſary and important leſſon 
— to ſuffer, and to die ? 


Mr. H. is reſolved to die hard— 
P. 19. But ſuppoſe that it is no 
longer in my power to promote the 
“ intereſt of ſociety ''— 

I repeat it once more, that while 
you have breath, it vil! be in your 
power to do ſo. 


* Suppoſe er I am a burden 
66 to it 


If the ſociety be Chriſtian, it will 


readily, charitably, and 1 11 
port the burden. 

—*< Suppoſe that my life hinders 
« ſome perſon, from being much more 
66 uſeful to ſociety.” 

As it is your duty to bear your af- 
flictions, it is that of others to aſſiſt, 
and miniſter to you in your neceſſities; 
and 
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« ſociety,” than while ſo employed, 

In ſuch caſes, my' reſignation of 
life muſt not only be pee * 
« Jaudable.” 

Neither ** laudable,” nor inno- 
« cent,” believe me, if by “ reſigna- 
« tion of life“ you mean ſuicide, for 
the reaſons np and good, . 
aſſigned. 

P. 19. Moſt people who lie un- 
der any temptation to abandon ex- 
* iſtence, are in ſome ſuch ſituation : 
« thoſe who have health, or power, 
or authority, have commonly bet- 
ter reaſon to be in humour de 
the world.“ 


Let this is by no means Noni ſo. 


There are ſeaſons when the world, 
with all it's pleaſures, and all it's glo- 
ries, will fail him who has nothing 

— -_ 
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LET. elſe to depend upon. Accordingly, 
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we have had inſtances, where, for want 
of the religious principle, health, 
*« power, and authority,” have proved 
inſufficient to keep their poſſeſſors in 
* humour,” and through the preva- 
lence of pride, avarice, intemperance; 
caprice, and ſpleen, men have diſ- 
patched themſelves, ſome, becauſe 
they had taken a wrong ſtep, and 
were blamed for it; ſome, becauſe they 
had eaten too much, and therefore 
life was inſupportable; ſome, to de- 
fraud their creditors ; ſome, becauſe 
they were tired of buckling and un- 
buckling their ſhoes ; and ſome, to 
ſave charges. Poor unhappy; man! 
How art thou toſt upon the ocean of 
life, when once driven from the helm, 
which ſhould direct thy courſe * 
time to eternity 


P. 20. 
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P. 20. Mr. H. ſtares the follow 
* caſe 5 

« A man is ent in a 5 
« for the public intereſt; is ſeized 
« upon ſuſpicion; is threatened with 
« the rack; and knows from his own 
« weakneis that the ſecret will be ex- 


« torted from him: could ſuch an one 
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* conſult the public intereſt better 


than by putting a quick period to 

* a miſerable life?“ | 
1. To avoid ſo untoward a ſitua- 
tion, before a man * engages in a 
* conſpiracy,” let him be very well 
aſſured that it is indeed © for the pub- 
« lic intereſt ;” that he is in the way 
of his duty; and that the law of his 
God will bear him out in the under- 
taking. 
2. This point being ace and 
the action of ſuicide ſuppoſed to be 
| 7, 2 
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(as we apprehend) malum in ſe, then 
the reſolution of the queſtion is clear; 
we are not todo evil that good may 
come; it were better the conſpi. 
racy ſhould be diſcovered than that 
the man ſhould commit a fin, for the 
reaſon aſſigned elſewhere by Mr. H. 


himſelf, that © the damnation of one 


* man is an infinitely greater evil 
“than the ſubverſion of a thouſand 
<* millions of kingdoms,”* Let the 
man therefore continue in his integri- 
ty, and truſt God for the event. 

3. He who is invited to take a part 
in a dangerous and deſperate enter- 
prize, ſhould conſider conſequences 
poſſible and probable, and weigh well 
his own ſtrength, beforehand ; and if 


he ſuſpects himſelf likely to fail in 


the day of trial, let him by no means 


engage. 
Eſſay on the immortality of the foul, P. 33. 
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A cafe of this kind may doubtleſs 1 E T. 
be imagined, which will ſeem ex- VI. 
tremely hard; and mankind will be 
diſpoſed not only to excuſe, but even 
to honour him who thus falls by his 
own hand, to ſave his companions, 
and his country. The behaviour of 
ſome Chriſtian ' virgins in the early 
ages, who choſe rather to inflict death 
upon themſelves; than ſuffer the vio- 
lation of their purity by their ruffian 
perſecutors, has obtained in it's fas 
vour the ſuffrage of the Fathers, as 
a caſe excepted from the general rule; 
and we cannot readily blame thoſe, 
who to preſerve their honour, de- 
ſpiſed their life. They committed 
one ſin, to eſcape another which they 
deemed greater; (though, as their 
will would not have been concerned, 
we, were perhaps miſtaken z) and de- 

5 ſtroyed 


» . 
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LET, ftroyed the temple, to avoid it's pro- 


VI. 


phanation. But theſe extraordinary 


© Inſtances, whatever may be thought 


of them, cannot prove that to be 
lawful, which is in itſelf unlawful.* 

As to the other caſe ſtated: by Mr. 
H. in the ſame P. 20. that of © a 
* malefactor juſtly condemned to a 
« ſhameful death,” there can be no 
difficulty. It is the duty of him who 
has tranſgreſſed the laws of his coun- 
try to make the ſatisfaction they re- 
quire. The virtues, called forth upon 
the ſad occaſion, of repentance, and 
faith in the divine mercy, conſequent 
thereupon, are of the higheſt benefit 
to himſelf in his moſt important con- 
cerns; while his example at his death 


undoes, as far as in him lies, the evil 


perpetrated in his life, and by warn- 


* See Bp. Taylor, ubi ſupra, 
; ing 
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ing others not to offend, is of eminent 
| ſervice to the community—lI am aſto- 
niſhed that Mr. H. ſhould aſk, can 
« any reaſon be imagined why he may 
not anticipate his puniſhment 2” 
and aſſert, that“ he invades the bu- 
« lineſs: of providence no more than 
the magiſtrate did who ordered his 


« execution;” and that * his voluntary 


« death is equally adyantageous to ſo- 
« cjiety.”— It is an unparalleled out- 
tage at once upon common ſenſe, the 
laws, and the religion of his country. 
We may now, I believe, venture 
to conclude, notwithſtanding all which 
Mr, H. has ſaid to the contrary, that 


ſuicide is a breach of our _ to our 


neighbour, . 
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was. - 


en 


E T us conſider, in the laſt place, 
whether ſuicide be not a breach 


of that duty we owe to curſelves. On 


this head Mr. H. is ſhort, and there- 
fore we need not be long. | 
The argument lies in a narrow 
compaſs, - Man is ſubject to miſery, 


and ſuicide is the way to eſcape it. 


P. 20. That ſuicide may often be 
© conliſtent with intereſt, and with 
our duty to ourſelves, no one can 
« queſtion, who allows, that age, 


- 4 ſickneſs, or misfortune, may render 
life a burthen, and make it worſe 


seven than annihilation.” A 
2 That 
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That they make it worſe than 
« annihilation,” is not the general 
opinion, becauſe, however afflicted, 
few ſeem diſpoſed to chuſe annihila- 
tion, (if they thought they could ob- 
tain it) in preference. That the ca- 
lamities of human life are many and 
great, there is neither room nor oc- 
caſion to diſpute. They have em- 
ployed the pens of poets, orators, 
and hiſtorians, from age to age. They 
are frequently, without doubt, 2 
© burthen.** But the burthen has 
often been borne; and what has been 
done, may be done again. It is laid 
upon us by our ſins, and is no more 
than we deſerve; therefore it ought 
to be borne patiently, It will | laſt 
but for a little while; therefore it 
ſhould be borne cheerfully. Through 
= mercies of a Saviour, it will ter- 
| minate 
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LET. minate in everlaſting felicity ; and 
* 4 therefore it ſhould be borne joyfully, 
This is the ground upon which we 
ſtand. Theſe are the principles by 
which we abide. Admit them, they 
ſolve every difficulty, and diſperſe every 
cloud. Through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death they open a fair and 
lovely proſpect, extending far and 
wide beyond it. At their preſence 
forrow brightens into joy, light ariſes 
in darkneſs, and the maſs of human 
wretchedneſs melts away before it, 
like the morning miſt upon the moun- 
tains, If the philoſophers poſſrſs any 

principles that are better, and better 

founded, let them be communicative 

if not, let them embrace theſe with us, 
- and-not be faithleſs, but believing— 

Whoever they may be of them that 

read this, Almoſt, I'think, they are, at 

* . the 
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the moment, perſuaded to be Chriſ- 
tians— Would to God that every one 
who reads it, might become not only 
almoſt, but altogether ſuch ! 

If, on the other hand, unhappily 


ſeduced by the ſubtlety and ſophiſtry 


of Mr. H. men determine to adopt 
what he calls his philoſophy, that is, 
to doubt concerning the immortality 
of the ſoul; the reſurrection of the 
body, and a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments ; whether there be 
any providence, concerning itſelf with 


human affairs; and whether the world 


be governed by a good or an evil Be- 
ing, or by any Being at all— then 
may they, with Mr. H. eſteem ſuicide 
*to be no crime, but the only way 
in which we can be uſeful to ſocĩe- 
ty, by ſetting an example, which, 
if imitated, would preſerve to every 

I one 
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% one his chance for happineſs in life, 
and would effectually free him from 
« all danger of miſery.“ 

But according to a common ſaying, 
we are to look for the buſineſs of a 
letter in the Peſſcript. Subjoined to 
the Eſſay is a Note, in which Mr. H. 
aſſerts, and endeavours to prove, 
that ſuicide is as lawful under the 
« Chriſtian diſpenſation as it was to 
the heathens.” If this be the caſe, 
we muſt beg his pardon 'for having 
ſuppoſed that Chriſtianity was glanced 
at above, as the ſuperſtition which 
kept men in bondage, and prevented 
them from taking this ſhort method 
to eſcape the evils of life. The 
Goſpel, it ſeems, allows of ſuicide. 


It muſt be the Goſpel, not according 
to St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, 


or St. John, but according 10 Mur. H. 
2 2 a I know 


LETTERS ON INPIDELITY. 


I know of no ſingle text that will 
prove the point, though I once heard 
of a gentleman who did effectually 


152 


LET. 
vil. 
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prove it by two texts judiciouſly laid 
together Judas departed, and went, 


« and hanged himſelf ?—*< Go, and 
do thou likewiſe.” “. 

But though there be no text which 
enjoins it (as, conſidering the impor- 
tance of the ſubject, might have been 
expected) Mr. H. is clear © there is 
not a ſingle text which prohibits it” 
— That great and infallible rule of 
« faith and practice,“ continues he 
very gravely, which muſt controul 
* all philoſophy and human reaſoning, 
has left us in this particular to our 
* natural liberty.“ 

The < liberty” of deſtroying him- 
ſelf cannot be thought very ** natural” 


by any one believing in a God who 


I 2 placed 
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LET. placed: him here, and placed him 


here with ſome view and delign, 
Much leſs can a Chriſtian, while he 
continues in his ſenſes, imagine him- 
ſelf left at this liberty by the Goſpel , 
ſince above all things it enjoins and 
exhorts him, after the example of his 
Saviour, to ſuffer in patience, that 
he may reign in glory. Every pre- 
cept of this ſort 1s a virtual prohibi- 
tion of ſuicide, which argues the laſt 
degree of impatience. 

<* Reſignation to Providence is in- 
„ deed recommended in Scripture; 
« but that implies only ſubmiſſion to 
* ills that are unavoidable, not to 
„ ſuch as may be remedied by pru- 
„ dence or courage.” 
Prudence and courage” are both 


excellent things: they are two of the 


cardinal virtues. Burt that ſuicide 1s a 
| diſ- 
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diſplay of them, is a propoſition hi- LET. 
therto unknown to Reaſon, Law, and VII. 


Goſpel. There could be no occaſion to 
preach patience under ſufferings if it 
were ſo, becauſe then no man could be 
under a neceſſity of ſuffering. He 
might avoid it, at a moment's warning, 
by the knife or the halter, There could 
be no ſuch things as © unavoidable 
«jlls;” and the Goſpel: precepts 
would be almoſt as * as * 
H—'s Note. 


« Thou ſhalt not kill, is Wont 


© meant to exclude only the killing of 
© others, over whole life we have no 
e authority— Magiſtrates puniſh  cri- 
** minals capitally, notwithſtanding ** 
_ © letter of the law.“ 

Magiſtrates have authority over 
the lives of others; but have we au- 
thority over our own, to put an end 
I 3 to 
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LET, to them when we pleaſe ? Surely not; 
II. and therefore ſuicide is juſtly account- 
— | 
> ed and treated by our laws as one 
ſpecies of murder, forbidden by the 
commandment. - 22 4 
« But were this commandment ever 
— * ſo expreſs againſt ſuicide, it would 
| | % now have no authority; for all the 
* law of Moſes is aboliſhed except fo 
*r far as it is eftabliſhed by the law of 
—_ - nature. And we have already en- 
1 « deavoured to prove, that ſuicide is 
< not prohibited by that law.” 
1 This is modeſt - We have endea- 
= ac veured to prove.” But the endea. 
"4 vour, it is humbly apprehended, has 
1 been in vain, and ever will be ſo 
1 while there ſhall be piety enough left 
1 5 on earth to acknowledge God as the 
. lord of life and death; for fo long 
men will judge it their duty to adore 
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his power, and wait his pleaſure.— A L r. 


trifling alteration in our religious ſer- 
vices might perhaps anſwer Mr. H—s 
purpoſe, without the abolition of any 
part. Let that little particle xor be 
expunged from the Commandments, and 
inſerted in the Creed. 

In all caſes Chriſtians and Hea- 
te thens are upon the ſame footing” 

They very ſoon will be fo, when 


Mr. H—'s philoſophy ſhall once be- 


come the eſtabliſhed religion. 
„ Cato and Brutus, Arria and Por- 
« tia acted heroically ; thoſe who now 
© imitate their example ought to re- 
« ceive the ſame praiſes from poſteri- 
40 ty.“ 


VII. 
— 


Chriſtianity inculcates a far nobler 


heroiſm. It teaches us, when we are 
engaged in a good cauſe, to die for 
it like men, but not by our own hands; 

I 4 to 
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LET. to © endure the croſs, deſpiſing the 


<« ſhame.” Cato had not patience to 
do the one, and Brutus was too proud 
to do the other. That fortitude is not 


compleat, which cannot do both. But 


ſurely, Cato might have lived, though 
Cæſar conquered; and Brutus have 
left the world with a quiet conſcience, 
though he had forborn to. ſtab the 
Dictator, or himſelf. Of the Roman 
ladies nil niſi bonum — But there have 
been martyrs of that ſex among us 
Chriſtians, who could have ſhewn 


to them likewiſe a more excellent 


« way.” There cannot be a finer or 


more juſt repreſentation of this mat- 


ter than that given by Mrs. Chapone 


in the ſtory of FiDELIA, firſt publiſhed 
in the Adventurer, No. 77, &c. and 
_ afterwards reprinted in a little volume, 


entitled, Miſcellanies in proſe and verſe. 
| Every 
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Every female, who, on account of her LET, 
crimes, - her - miſeries, or both, may II. 
be tempted to put a period to her life, 
ſhould read that ſtory. She may read 
it again and again, with increaſing 
pleaſure and improvement. Nor let 
me omit this opportunity of recom- 
mending to general peruſal a charm- 
ing Ode, publiſhed among the Poems 
of Mr. Warton, ſtyled Taz $viciDe, 
in which the beſt of poetry is applied 
to the beſt of purpoſes. 

The power of committing ſuicide 
is regarded by Pliny as an advan- 
tage which men poſſeſs even above 
the Deity himſelf.” 

Shame upon Pliny for uttering ſuch 

a ſentiment! But more ſhame upon 
Mr. H. for retailing it in a chriſtian 
country! The thought is equally blaſ- 
phemous and abſurd. Blaſphemous, 
in 
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LET. in exalting man above the Deity, on 

_—_ ſo wretched an account ; abſurd, be. 
cauſe as God 1s liable to no calamities, 
he cannot need the means to eſcape 
them. © 


— ___t_— — 


mw__— JI 


L ET T ER VII. 


INC E the appearance of the un- I ET. 
believing fraternity among us, V111. 
in theſe latter days, they have been 
celebrated for many extraordinary 
qualities: but their characteriſtic vir- 
tue, I think, has been madeſty. A 
remarkable inſtance of this virtue has 
manifeſted itſelf in their conduct reſ- 
pecting the publication of a certain 
edifying pamphlet, entitled Doubts of 
the Infidels: or Queries relative 10 
Scriptural Inconfitencies and Contradic- 
tions — Submitted to the conſideration of 
the Bench of Biſhops — By a weak Chriſ- 
tian, It ſtole abroad in ſo humble 
| and 


the firſt words that caught my eye 
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and reſerved a manner, without the 
name of printer, or vender, that it 
was a long time before I heard there 
was ſuch a pamphlet in being. In. 
formed, however, by a friend, that 
there certainly was ſuch a thing, and 


that he had actually ſeen it, I made 
application to ſeveral bookſellers of 
note in town; but they declared, they 


knew nothing of the matter. As I am 
one of thoſe who love to learn what 


is ſtirring,” I was not to be eaſily. put 
by; and therefore reſted not, till I had 
made myſelf maſter of a copy. Happy 
in my prize, with my hand upon my 
pocket I betook myſelf immediately 
home, and having provided the imple 
ment neceſſary for the purpoſe, _ 


to open the leaves. 
In the proceſs of this — 


Were 
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were the following in P. v. of the LET. 
epiſtle dedicatory to my lords the VIII. 
ha Inner chambers of the Ogg 
« holy Inquiſition — Whips, cords, 
« pullies, ſcrews, wheels, iron crows, 
« and red hot pincers.” Having no 
predilection for good things of this 
particular kind, I reſumed my work, 
determining not to peep any more, 
till I came to the top of P. 20. 
where my attention was again forci- 
bly arreſted by the expreſſions “ Rip- 
„ping women with child, daſhing in- 
« fants to pieces againſt the rocks, 
and broiling men to death with flow 
« fires,” 4 
I now laid down the pamphlet, and 
conſidered with myſelf, what had 
happened lately among us, to occaſion 
this lamentable yelping. Sometimes 
| thought the archbiſhop of York, in 
the 
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the courſe of his laſt viſitation, muſt 
VIII. have wedged ſome northern herefiarch 


under the ſcrew, and with one turn 
of the machine, to the great diverſion 
of the company, cracked all the bones 
in his ſkin, like the claws of a lobſter. 
At other times I concluded (though 
no mention had been made of it in 
the Morning Chronicle) that his grace 
of Canterbury had invited the biſhops 
to dine with him upon a roaſted inh- 
del, whipped to death by his chaplains, 
That one of theſe events had taken 
place, there ſeemed to be little doubr, 
though it was impoſſible to ſay which, 
I finiſhed, however, my taſk of 
leaf opening, and began to read re- 
gularly ; when-I found that a deed 
had been done ſtill more atrocious and 


petrifying than either of the above; 


for that, by an act of K pro- 


cured 
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cured by theſe ſame bloody-minded LET. 
prelates of ours, the infidels are now VIII. 


— — — — 


obliged, on a ſunday evening, to 
blaſpheme 1 in PRIVATE | 


This is a falling off, to which my 


memory furniſhes me with nothing 


ſimilar, unleſs it be the ſtory of a man, 


much given to the uſe of the lang bow, 
who aſſerted, one morning, to his 


family, that he had juſt ſeen forty. 


couple of dogs running through the 


yard. It being denied that ſo many 
- were kept in the country, © Nay,” 


cried he, „J am ſure there were 
twenty.“ The audience ſtill con- 
tinuing ſceptical, Why, then,“ ſaid 


he, with perfect gravity, it was eur 
* little brown cur! “ 


For ſuch * cruel, barbarous, and 
* inhuman” uſage, theſe. gentlemen 
are determined, it ſeems, to have their 

revenge 
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revenge upon the church, and really 
think themſelves able, at this time 
of day, to write Revelation out of the 
world, in a twelve-penny pamphlet ! 
— Take this whole buſineſs together, 
and it is enough to make the weeping 
philoſopher laugh. 

In the thirty ſections of their pam- 
phlet, they have produced a liſt of 


difficulties to be met with in reading 


the Old and New Teſtament. Had I 
been aware of their deſign, I could 
have enriched the collection with 
many more, at leaſt as good, if not a 
little better. But they have compiled, 
I dare ſay, what they deemed the 
beſt, and in their own opinion pre- 
ſented us with the eſſence of infidelity 


in a thumb phial, the very fumes of 


which, on drawing the cork, are to 
ſtrike the bench of biſhops dead at 


Once. 
Let 
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Let not the unlearned Chriſtian be LE T. 
alarmed, as though ſome ſtrange VIII. 
« thing had happened to him,“ and 
modern | philoſophy had diſcovered 
arguments to demoliſh religion, ne- 
ver heard of before. The old orna- 
ments. of deiſm have been “ broken 
« off,” upon the occaſion, and caſt 
into the fire, and there came out 
this calf,” Theſe ſame difficulties 
have been again and again urged and 
_ diſcuſſed in public; again and again 
weighed and conſidered. by learned 
and ſenſible men, of the laity as well 
28 of the clergy, who have by no 
means been induced by them to re- 
nounce their faith. + - 
Indeed, why ſhould they ? Roe is 
any man ſurpriſed, that difficulties 
ſhould occur in the books of Scrip- 
ture, thoſe more eſpecially of the Old 
K Teila- 
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Teſtament? Let him reflect upon the 
variety of matter on which they treat; 
the diſtance of the times to which they 
refer ; the wide difference of ancient 
manners and cuſtoms from thoſe of 


the age in which we live; the very 


imperfect knowledge we have of 


theſe, as well as of the language in 


which they are deſcribed; the con- 
eiſeneſs of the narratives, ſufficient 
for the purpoſe intended, but not for 
gratifying à reſtleſs curioſity; above 
all, the errors and feces of tranſla- 
1 2 

Many and painful are the reſear- 
an ſometimes neceſſary to be made, 
for ſettling points of this kind. Pert- 
nefs and ignorance may aſk a queſtion 


in three lines, which it will coſt 


learning and ingenuity thirty pages 
to anſwer, When this is done, the 


ſame 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


147 


ſame queſtion ſhall be triumphantly LE r. | 
aſked again, the next year, as if no- 111. 


thing had ever been written upon the 


ſabje&. And as people in general, for 


one reaſon or another, like ſhort ob- 
jections better than long anſwers, in 
this mode of diſputation (if it can be 
ſtyled fach) the odds muſt ever be 
againſt us; and we muſt be content 
with thoſe for our friends, who have 
honeſty and erudition, candour and 
patience, to ſtudy both ſides of the 
queſtion—ge it ſo. 

In the mean time, if we are called 
upon ſeriouſly for ſatisfaction on any 
point, it is our duty to give the beſt 
in our power. But our adverſaries will 
permit us to obſerve, that the way 
they are pleaſed to take (the way, I 
mean, of doubts and difficulties) is the 


longeſt way about; and I much fear 


8 they 
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LET, they will never find it the ſhorteſt way 
VIII. 
— 


home. For if they really have de- 
termined with themſelves, not to be- 
come Chriſtians, till every difficulty 


that may be ſtarted concerning the re- 
vealed diſpenſations of God, or any 


part of them, be fully cleared up, I 


will fairly tell them, that, I apprehend, 


they muſt die deiſts. I will likewile 
farther tell them, that if they ſhould 
reſolve not to believe in the exiſtence 
of God, till every objection can be 
ſolved, relative to the works of crea- 
tion, and the courſe of his providence, 
J verily believe they muſt die at beiſts. 
At leaſt, I will not undertake their 
converſion, in either caſe, For in 


the firſt: place, whether the ſolution 
be ſatisfactory to themſelves, . none 


but themſelves can be the judges; 


and their prejudices will not ſuffer 


them 
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them to judge fairly. In the ſecond LET, 
1 VIII. 
place, if they produce an hundred 


objections, and we can ſolve ninety 
nine of them, that which remains 
unſolved will be deemed a plea ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify their continuing in 
incredulity. In the third place, it is 
impoſſible in the nature of things, 
that we ſhould be equal to the ſolu- 
tion of every difficulty, unleſs we 
were well acquainted with many points 
of which it has pleaſed God to keep 
us in ignorance, till the laſt day ſhall 
open and unfold them. Nay, in ſome 
inſtances, it is impoſlible, unleſs we 
could ſee and know, as God himſelf 
ſees and knows. 

But it is an axiom in ſcience, that 
difficulties are of no weight againſt 
demonſtrations. The exiſtence of God 
once proved, we are not, in reaſon, to 


1 ſet 
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LET. ſet that proof aſide, becauſe we can- 
dt at preſent account for all his pro- 


ceedings. The divine legation of 
Moſes, and that of Jeſus Chriſt, Rand 
upon their proper evidence, which 
cannot be ſuperſeded and nullified by 
any pretended or real difficulties oc- 
curring in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 


diſpenſations. If we can ſolve the 


difficulties, ſo much the better; but 
if we cannot, the evidence is exactly 
where it was. Upon that evidence is 
our faith founded, and not upon the 
ability of any man, or ſet of men, to 
explain particular poruons of Scrip- 
ture, and ro anſwer the objections 
which may be mage to them. Other- 
wiſe, our faith, inſtead of reſting on 


the power of God, would reſt on the 


weakneſs of man, and might be ſub- 
verted every day. Now the evidence 
| that 
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that may be produced for the divine LET. 


miſſions of Moſes and of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is ſuch as never was produced in fa- 
vour of any others laying! claim to 
divine miſſions, fince the world began ; 
and it is ſuch as no perſon can reject, 
without being obliged to believg a 
ſeries of abſurdities and impoſſibi- 
lities, that, in any other caſe, would 
choke the faith of the greateſt bigot in 
Chriſtendom: which is bringing the 
matter as near to demonſtration as a 
matter of this kind is capable of being 
brought, or as any reaſonable being 
would deſire it to be brought. 

Thus much being premiſed, to pre- 
vent miſtakes, I ſhall proceed in the 
next Letter to the conſideration of the 

firſt ſection, the ſubject of which is 
chat of Miracles. 9, 
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HE ſubſtance of this ſection, 
1 thrown into an argumentative 
form, ſtands thus“ Miracles are not 
< wrought: now; therefore they never 
were wrought at all.“ 
One would wonder how the pre- 
Miſes and the concluſion could be 
brought together. No man would in 
earneſt aſſert the neceſſity of miracles 
being repeated, for the confitmation 
of a revelation, to every new gene- 
ration, and to each individual of which 
it is compoſed. Certainly. not. If 
they were once wrought, and duly 
entered on record, the record is evi- 
THI | | dence 


, 
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dence ever after. This reaſoning holds LET. 
, reſpeting them, as well as IX. 

= facts; — to reaſon otherwiſe, — 
would be to introduce univerſal con- 
fuſion. 
It is ſaid, They are e in 
their on nature far removed from 
common belief.“ 

They are things which do not 
happen every day, to be ſure. It 
were abſurd, from the very nature of 
them, to expect that they ſhould. 
But what reaſon can there be for con- 
cluding, from thence, that none ever 
were wrought? Why ſhould it be 
thought a thing more incredible, that 
the ruler of the world ſhould inter- 
poſe, upon proper occaſions, to con- 
troul the operations of nature, than 
that he ſhould direct them, in ordi- 
nary ? It is not impoſſible that a teacher 

ſhould 
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ſhould be ſent from God. It may be 
neceſſary that one ſhould be ſent. If 


one be ſent, he muſt bring credentials, 


to ſnew that he is ſo ſent; and what 
can thoſe credentials be, but miracles, 
or acts of almighty power, ſuch as 
God only can perform? — In the caſe 
of Jeſus, common ſenſe ſpake by the 
mouth of the Jewiſh ruler, and all the 
ſophiſtry in the world cannot invali- 
date or perplex the argument Maſ- 
„ ter, thou art a teacher come from 
« God; for no man can do the mira- 
«* cles which thou _—_ _ God 
„be with him.“ 

They (miracles) require ſome- 
thing more than the uſual teſtimony 


<< of hiſtory for their ſupport.” 


Why ſo ? If they may be wrought, 
and good reaſons are aſſigned for their 
7 bees wrought upon any patti- 

a cular 
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cular occaſion, * the uſual teſtimony 
« of hiſtory” is ſufficient to evince 
that they were wrought. But the 
truch is, that they have © ſomething 
% more than the uſual teſtimony of 
« hiſtory * they have nuch more; 
for no facts in the world ever were at- 
teſted by ſuch an accumulated weight 
of evidence, as we can produce on 


behalf of the miracles recorded of 


Moſes and Chriſt; inſomuch that the 
mind of any perſon tolerably well in- 
formed concerning them, till ſteeled 
againſt conviction by the prejudices 
of infidelity, revolts at the very idea 
of their being accounted forgeries. 

P. 3. When Livy ſpeaks of ſhields 
« ſweating blood, of it's raining hot 
* ſtones, and the like, we juſtly re- 
* ject and diſbelieve the UE ME 
© aſſertions.” 


- Doubt- 
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Doubtleſs. But what compariſon 


can be properly inſtituted between 


theſe hearſay ſtories concerning pa- 
gan prodigies, and a ſeries. of mi. 
racles, like thoſe openly and publickly 
wrought, for years together, in the 
face of the world, by Moſes and by 
Chriſt? The hiſtorical facts related 
by Livy may be true, whatever 
becomes of his prodigies; but, in 
the other caſe, the miracles are inter- 
woven” with, and indeed conſtitute, 
the body of the hiſtory, No ſepara- 
tion can poſſibly be made; the whole 
muſt be received, or the whole muſt 
be rejected. 

P. 3. © Neither is any credit given 
to the wonderful account of curing 
« diſeaſes by the touch, ſaid to be 
* poſſeſſed by Mr. Greatrix, though 
« we find it in the Philoſophical 
« Tranſactions.“ 


Mr, 
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Mr. Greatrix's general method of 
curing diſeaſes was not, as I remem- 
ber, ſimply and inſtantaneouſly by the 
tzuch, but. by the operation of froking 
the part affected, and that long con- 
tinued, or frequently repeated. Some- 
times, it is ſaid, this ſtroking ſuc- 


ceeded, and ſometimes it failed. If 


(as we are informed in a note) Boyle, 
Wilkins, Cudworth, and other great 
men, atteſted the fact, that there 
were perſons who found themſelyes 
relieved by this new device, undoubt- 
edly there were, ſuch perſons. But 


whether this relief were temporary; 


whether it were owing in any, or what 
degree, to the working of the imagi- 
nation, or to a real phyſical change 
effected by the application of a warm 
hand, or any particular temperament 


in the conſtitution of the ſtroker— 


theſe 
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IE r. theſe are points, which the reader 


may find diſcuſſed in Mr. Boyle's 
letrer to Henry Stubbe, written upon 
the occaſion, in which he reproves 
Stubbe, as he well might, for ſup- 
poſing there was any thing neceſſarily 
and properly miraculous in the affair, 
Mr. Valentine Greatrix, by all ac. 
counts, was an honeſt, harmleſs, me- 


lancholy country -getitleman, of the 


kingdom of Ireland, who after having 
gained great reputation by froking in 
England, returned to paſs his latter 
days quietly and peaceably in his na- 
tive country, and was heard of no 
more, He had no new doftrine to 
promulgate, pretended to no divine 
miſſion, and, I dare fay, never thought 
of his cures being employed to dil- 
credit thoſe of his Saviour. The won- 
ders n to have been wrought 


formerly 
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formerly by Apollonius Tyaneus, LET, 
and more lately at the tomb of Abbe 1%, 
Paris, have been applied to the ſame 
purpoſe. — But their day is over—and 
now all depends upon poor Mr. Va- 
lentine Greatrix ! 

P. 3. The iiructes| of ths Ole 
« Teſtament. were all performed in 
« thoſe ages, of which we- have no 
« credible; hiftory.” 

Pardon me There cannot be a more 
credible hiſtory than that of Moſes ; 
. fince it is impoſſible that he could 
have written, or the Iraelites received 
his hiſtory, had it not been true. 
Would he, think you, have called 
them together, and told them, to their 
faces, they had all heard and ſeen 
ſuch and ſuch wonders, when every 
man woman and child in the com- 
pany knew they had never heard or 
| ſeen 
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LET. ſeen any thing of the kind ? What? 


IX, 


over to Southwark ; 
them for the truth of what he ſays. 


Not one honeſt foul to cry out 
prieſtcraft, and impoſture Let theſe 
gentlemen try their hands in this 
way. They have often been requeſted 
to do it. Let one of them aſſemble 
the good people of London and Weſt- 
minſter, and tell them, that on a 
certain day and hour, he divided the 
Thames, and led them on dry ground 


appealing to 


I ſhould like to ſee the event of ſuch 
an appeal. There are many ſuch ap- 
peals recorded of Moſes to his na- 
tion; and the book, in which theſe 
appeals are ſo recorded, contains the 
municipal law by which that: nation 


has been governed, from the days of 


This! is a fact, without a parallel upon 


Moſes to the diſſolution of their polity. 


earth; 
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earth; and let any man produce an 
hypotheſis to account for it, conſiſ- 
tently with the idea of Moſes being 
2 deceiver, which will abide the teſt 
of common ſenſe for five minutes. 
If the deiſts can reaſon us out of our 
faith, let them do ſo: but we are not 
weak enough, as yet, to be iecred, or 
ſcoffed our of it. 

P. 3. 4 What reply can be male to 
« thoſe who affirm, that miracles have 
always been confined to the early 
and fabulous ages? 

The reply is caſy — that miracles 
were performed, by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles," in the age of all others eſ- 
teemed the moſt polite and learned; 

and that the adverſaries of Chriſtianity, 
in thoſe days, never thought of deny- 
ing the facts. It was a piece of aſſu- 
rance reſerved for theſe latter times. 


L —* That 
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That all nations have had them , 
but that they diſappeared in propor- 


- . tion as men became enlightened, and 


capable of diſcovering impoſture.“ 

Many nations have had them, true 
or falſe; the falſe diſappeared, when 
diſcovered to be ſo ; but the true will 
abide for ever. The Jewiſh rulers 


had their ſenſes about them, as much 


as other people; and thoſe ſenſes 
ſharpened to the utmoſt, by envy and 
malice, Yet were they obliged to 
confeſs — * This man doth many mi- 
&* racles.” — It may be added, that 
had there been no genuine miracles, 
there would have been no counterfeits. 
Upon the whole —in this ſection, 
on ſo leading an article, the infidels 


. have made no conſiderable progreſs. 


Rather, they can hardly be ſaid, in the 


nautical phraſe, to have got under way. 
| | LET- 


LETTER KX. 


UR infidels ſeem inclined to 

deny, that Moſes was the au- 
thor of the books which go under his 
name. To this purpoſe, they obſerve 
(and the obſervation is certainly a ju- 
dicious one) that he could not have 
written the account of his own death, 
which occurs in the laſt chapter of 
Deuteronomy. There are likewiſe, as 
we all very well know, a few other 
paſſages, here and there, allowed both 


LET: 


by Jews and Chriſtians to have been 


inſerted ſince his time. But theſe 
will never prevent us from looking 
upon him as the author of the Penta- 

TT teuch, 
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LET. teuch, any more than a few interpo- 


X. 


lated paſſages in the works of Joſe. 
phus prevent us from aſcribing thoſe 
works to that author. The Pentateuch 
and the inſtitutions it preſcribes have 
been in being ever ſince the days of 
Moſes: how, when, and by whom, 
could they have been forge 

But they themſelves do not build 
much on this part of their perform- 
ance; for they ſay, P. 4. Suppoſing 
< theſe and other objections of the 
e like nature to be removed ” — which 
they therefore ſuppoſe may be re- 
moved. the ſcripture is frequently 
< contradictory with regard to facts.“ 
Perhaps not. At leaſt we muſt have 
ſome proof; and ſo, in their own 


words, vide infra. 


— And repreſents the all-wiſe 
“Creator as angry, repenting, unjuſt, . 
84 arbitrary, 


— 
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< arbitrary, and“ in ſhort— « ag a 
« dæmon.“ | 

That it repreſents him “ as angry 
« and repenting,” is true; it likewiſe 
« repreſents him as coming down, 
and going up”—all in condeſcen- 
tion to our capacities, and after the 
manner of men,” as every child 
knows among us. Nor can we ſpeak 
of the deity in any other manner, if 
we would ſpeak intelligibly to the 
generality of mankind.* —That the 
_ Scripture ſhould repreſent God as 
« unjuſt, arbitrary, and a dzmon,” 
is very bad indeed. Let us hope bet- 
ter things than theſe of the Scripture, 
however. When the ſeveral charges 


See a remarkable acknowlegement of 
this point by Collins, in Leland's View of the 
deiſtical writers, Letter 29. Vol. 2. P. 125. 
edit. 4ch. 


«Ss: are 
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are brought forward, we muſt endea- 
vour to anſwer them. And notwith- 
ſtanding the jokes of theſe gentlemen 
about the pillory, one or other of us, 
I am afraid, will be found to deſerve 
It. 
P. 8. Did God create light be- 


& fore the ſun?“ 


Moſt aſſuredly. Why not? When 
the orb of the ſun was formed on the 
fourth day, it became the appointed 
receptacle of light, from whence that 
glorious fluid was to be diſpenſed, 
for the benefit of the ſyſtem. Before 
the formation of the ſolar orb, light 
was ſupported in action by ſome other 
means, as ſeemed good to the Creator. 
The earth might be made to revolve 


by the ſame agency, and then another 


queſtion is anſwered; * How could 
< time be divided into days, before 
| the 
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« the creation of the ſun; ſince a day 
« is the time between ſun riſe and fun 
«HET | 


P. 5. © How could God divide the 


& light from darkneſs, ſince darkneſs 
« is nothing but the mere privation 
« of light? * 

The light was divided from the 
darkneſs, as it is now, by the interpoſi- 
tion of the earth. This is plain, be- 
cauſe it follows, God called the 


„light Day, and the darkneſs he. 
called Night.” Day was the ſtate 


of the hemiſphere, on which light 
irradiated z and Night was the ſtate of 
the oppoſite hemiſphere, on which 
reſted the ſhadow projected by the 
body of the earth. I ſee no-abſurdity 
in all this. But may not the aſſer- 
tion, that © darkneſs is only the 
« mere privation of light,” - be con- 

L 4  troverted? 
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troverted? When Moſes ſays, that 
* darkneſs was upon the face of the 
deep,“ he did not mean that 20. 
thing was there. Of the darkneſs in 
Egypt it is faid, that it might be 
« felt.” And if the fire at the ſolar 
orb could be ſuddenly extinguiſhed, 
would not the whole body of the 
celeſtial fluid inſtantly become a tor- 
pid congealed maſs, and bind the 
creation in chains of adamant? Ar 
the beginning, light was formed 
out of darkneſs; and therefore 
may not the truth be this? In ſcrip- 
ture language, may not light be the 


celeſtial fluid, in a certain condition, 


and a certain degree of motion; and 
darkneſs the ſame fluid in a different 
condition, and without that degree 
of motion, or when ſuch motion is 


interrupted by the interpoſition of an 


opake 
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opake body? A room, for example, 
is full of light. Cloſe the ſhutters, 
and that light inſtantly diſappears, 
But what is become of it? It is not 
- annihilated, No: the ſubſtance, which 
occaſioned the ſenſation of light to 
the eye, is ſtill preſent, as before, but 
occaſions that ſenſation no longer. Let 
philoſophers conſider, and determine. 
P. 5. How could the firmament 
« be ereated, ſince there is no firma- 
ment, and the falſe notion of it's 
« exiſtence is no more than an imagi- 
nation of the ancient Grecians?“ 
Never again let critics, while they 
live, undertake to cenſure the writings 
of an author, before they underſtand 
lomething of the language in which 
he wrote. The Greek verſion of the 
LxX has indeed given us the word 
Stout, Which has produced in our 
tranſlation the correſponding word 


firma- 
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LET. firmament. But theſe terms by no 


X. 
— md 


means furniſh us with the true idea 


of the original word, which is de- 
rived from a verb ſignifying, to ſpread 
abroad, expand, enlarge, make thin, &c. 
The proper rendering then is, he ex- 
panſion. But expanſion of what? Doubt- 
leſs, of the celeſtial fluid before men- 
tioned, of light, air, æther, or what- 
ever you pleaſe to call it. In Scrip- 
ture it is ſtyled the heavens,—** Who 
* ftretcheth out the heavens like a 
« curtain That ſtretcheth out the 
* heavens as a curtain, and ſpreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in.“ 
How far this expanſion of the heavens 


extends, is another queſtion. That 


portion of it diffuſed around the earth 
is well known by the name of he al. 
noſpbere; and it's force may at any 


pf. cry, + Lai. x, 22. 
time 
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time be felt by che hand, when laid 
on the aperture of an exhauſted re- 
ceiver. Sir Iſaac Newton appears to 
have thought, that it might reach to 
the orb of Saturn, and beyond, even 
through all the celeſtial ſpaces. It 
ſeems to go out from one part of the 
ſyſtem, and circulate to the other, and 
nothing is hidden from it's influence; 
to be in every place, and to poſſeſs 
powers which nothing is able to with- 
ſtand. The Royal Society, by it's 
late worthy preſident, earneſtly re- 
queſted Dr. Prieſtley to make enqui- 
ry after this ſame wonderful ſub- 
ſtance; ſo that, by and by, it is likely, 
we may hear more of it;“ and gen- 


* Many curious particulars concerning that, 
and other ſubje&s connected with it, have al- 
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ready been communicated to the world by the 


Reverend and learned Mr. Jones, in his very 
valuable 
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LET. tlemen may by degrees be induced to 


X. 
nya 


entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Jewiſh legiſlator ; as it is ſaid of 
a great man, ſome years ago, that 
having, in the decline of life, acci. 
dentally dipped into a bible, he de. 
clared, he found Moſes to be a cle. 
< yer fellow; and if he had met with 
* him a little ſooner, he did not 
* know but he might have read him 
„through.“ 

P. 6. How ſhall we explain the 
4 buſineſs of the tree of knowlege of 
good and evil, and of a tree of 
life“ | | 

As my lords the biſhops have kindly 
taken ſo much pains to bring the inf 
dels 1 into a good way of ſpending their 


aa work, entitled, Phyfological Diſpui- 


fitions, or Diſcourſer on the natural philoſe ophy of 


Ahe Elements, printed for Rivington, and Robinſon, 
ſanday 
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ſunday evenings at home, I think LET. 


it would not be amiſs, if they were, 
now and then, at ſuch times, to read 
i ſermon. Let me therefore recom- 
mend to them four diſcourſes, by the 
preſent Dean of Canterbury, on the 
creation of man, the garden. of Eden, 
the tree of life, and the tree of know- 
lege, It may appear, perhaps, that 


the Moſaic, hiſtory is not neceſſarily 


ſo pregnant with abſurdities, as they 
are apt to ſuppoſe; but that a ra- 
tional account may be given of man's 
primeval ftate, as there deſcribed, 
and of that trial, to which he was ſub- 
jected by his maker. | 

In another part of the pamphlet, 
P. 39, it is objected to us, “that 
* Adam was threatened with death 
* on the day of his tranſgreſſion, but 


© lived at leaſt 800 years afterwards. 
The 


X, 
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The execution of the ſentence, then, 
was reſpited, in- conſideration of his 
repentance, agreeably to the proceed. 
ings of God with his deſcendants, both 
individuals and communities, in num. 
berleſs inſtances upon record. Tran. 
greſſion rendered him mortal, and 
his life from thenceforward was a gra- 
dual progreſs, through labour, pain, 
and ſorrow, towards death. 


— 


LE T- 


UE TER 


P 3. ©* Is the account of the fall of 
* © man, in the book of Geneſis, 
« phyſical, or allegorical ? ” 

I apprehend it to be an hiſtorical 
narrative of what really paſſed in the 
garden of Eden. With regard to the 
parties concerned, there is no diſpute 
concerning three of them, the Creator, 
the Man, and the Woman. But there 
appears a fourth, whoſe nature and 
character it has been thought not ſo 
ealy to aſcertain. He is called THE 
SERPENT 3 but is throughout repre- 
ſented as an intelligent being, and 
treated as ſuch, He proves himſelf 
3 alſo 
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XI, 
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alſo to be the TemPTER. Can we 
doubt, for one moment, who this he. 
ing is? The SERPENT, the OLD skz- 
PENT, the DRAGON, are the appella- 
tions beſtowed in the New Teſtament, 
upon the great adverſary of mankind, 
the TEMPTER, the DECEIVER, the ac. 
CUSER, the MURDERER, One queſtion 
remains, whether, upon the occaſion 
before us, he aſſumed the form of the 
natural ferpent, or be only deſcribed 
under the name, and by imagery and 
expreſſions borrowed from the cor- 


reſponding nature and qualities of that 


creature, and applied to him, by ana- 
logy ? Either way, it is beyond all 
controverſy, with us who believe the 
Scriptures, that RE is the principal 
agent in the whole affair: RE is all 
along intended, and addreſſed; on 
HIM was the weight and force of the 

tremen- 
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tremendous ſentence to light; be- Ur. 


tween His ſeed and that of the woman 
was the enmity to ſubſiſt; and His 
head was to be finally cruſhed by vic- 
torious Meſſiah. However Chriſtians 
may have differed in their interpre- 
tation of particular words and phraſes, 


this is the ſubſtance of what always has 


been, and always muſt be maintained 
among them, upon the ſubject. If all 
be confined to the natural ſerpent, or 
beaſt of the field, the account muſt 
then be, as Dr. Middleton contends, 
an 'apologue,, or fable, with a moral 
couched under it. But the writers of 
the New Teſtament ever refer to it 
as true hiſtory, and invariably declare 
SATAN to have been the SERPENT, who 
through his ſubtlety deceived Eve.” 
The account of man's redemption is 
no apologue, but true hiſtory, built 

| M upon 


XI. 
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upon and preſuppoſing the truth and 
reality of his temptation and fall, 
effected by the wiles of his enemy; 
who, for that reaſon, was to be cruſhed, 
rogether with his works, by the power 
of the Reacemer. As to the change 
wrought in the natural ſerpent after 
the fall (a ſubje& on which the infi. 
dels divert themfelves more than they 
will divert any body elſe) no man 
can deny that a change might take 
place; and no man can preciſely aſ- 
certain the nature of ſuch change, 
unleſs he knew the form in which that 
ſpecies of creatures was originally 
made. Nor does the fentence (fo far 
as it may relate to the natural ſer- 
pent) imply, that he ſhould cue 
duit for his food, or that it ſhould 
be his only food. They who grovel in 
duſt, muſt ſometimes come in for 2 
mouth- 
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mouthful. The expreſſion intimates 
to us the very loweſt degree of proſtra- 
tion, humiliation, and the moſt ab- 
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je& wretchedneſs, ſimilar to that other 


of the prophet, © His enemies ſhall 
lick the duſt.” Let gentlemen take 
care, that they are not of the number. 
The hiſtory of man's fall is no fable, 
and will hereafter be found no jeſt. 
P. 6,—*A tree of life, which God 
as obliged to guard by Cherubim 
„ and a flaming ſword, .leſt man 
« ſhould eat of the fruit, and become 
„immortal?“ | 
The paſſage here alluded to has 
long been a ſubjeR of ridicule among 
unbelievers. It may, perhaps, ceaſe 
to be ſo, when the following particu- 
lars are duly weighed and conſidered— 


1. There is no reaſon in the world 


for ſuppoſing the Cherubim here men- 
M 2 tioned 
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LET; tioned to have been different from 


thoſe deſcribed at large, as exhi- 
bited in viſion to Ezekiel, figures 
of which were placed in the tabernacle 
and temple. Moſes ſays, God placed 


- 6 Cherubim,” The people for whom 


he wrote were perfectly well ac. 
quainted with the nature, form, and 
deſign of them. The prophet, upon 
beholding them in viſion, declares, 
* I knew that they were the Cherubim.“ 

2, The words rendered in our tranſ- 
lation, © A flaming ſword turning 
<« every way,” may, and, it is appre- 


| hended, ought to be rendered, A 


e devouring fire, turning, or rolling 
te upon itſelf;” as the Cherubim, 
which Ezekiel ſaw, are ſaid to have 
ſtood in the midſt of a fire catching, 
* or infolding itſelf,” The expreſ- 
ſions are equivalent, and correſpond 
exactly. | 3. This 
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3. This body of fre, generally at- Le r. 
tended by, and ſubſiſting in a cloud, * 


is ſtyled © the glory of the Lord;“ 
and always accompanied the appear- 
ance of the Cherubim. 

4. The moſt ancient expoſitions left 
in the world, which are the two Jewiſh 
Targums, paraphraſe the verſe thus; 
« And he thruſt our the man, and 
« cauſed the glory of his preſence to 
« dwell of old, at the eaſt of the 
„garden of Eden, above the two 
„Cherubim.“ 

5. If ſuch be the real import of the 
paſſage, and it relate only to the ma- 
nifeſtation of the divine preſence, by 
it's well known ſymbol, above or be- 
tween the Cherubim, may we not fairly 


and reaſonably conclude, that the de- 


ſign of ſuch manifeſtation, at the eaſt 
of the garden of Eden, was the ſame 
M 3 as 
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as it was confeſſedly afterwards, in the 
tabernacle and temple; namely, to re- 
veal the will of God for the conduct 
of his people; to accept the ſacrifices 
offered to him; and favourably to re- 


gard the prefigurative atonement made 


by “the ſprinkling of blood, without 
which there was (after the fall) no 
<* remiſſion?” And all this was done 
to KEEP, Or PRESERVE, the way to 
„the Tree of Life,” immortality 
being now the object of a new cove- 
nant, with other conditions, There 


were good reaſons why our firſt parent 
ſhould nat be ſuffered, in the ſtate to 


which he had reduced himſelf, to 


<* put forth his hand, and take, and 
* eat.” The diſpenſation of Eden was 
at an end. Old ſacraments were abo- 
liſhed, and new ones were to be inſti- 


tuted. In the ſpirit of repentance 
and 
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and faith the delinquents were to wait, 
« till one happier man ſhould regain 
the bliſsful ſeat,” and “open the 
« kingdom of heaven to all believers,” 
himſelf the true TREE OF LIFE IN THE 
PARADISE OF GOD. : 

To the learned and candid of all 
denominations theſe remarks are ſub- 
mitted, If there be any thing in 
them, the text in queſtion, which has 
been fo long the bute of infidels, and 
the ſtumblingblock of believers, not 


only becomes cleared of it's difficul- 


ties, but throws a light and a glory 
on the whole patriarchal diſpenſation. 


M 4 LE T- 
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7. © The account of the Flood 
4 » © 1s very embarraſling.” 

Poſſibly it may — There was a great 
deal done in a little time; and neither 
theſe gentlemen nor myſelf were pre- 

ſent to ſee how it was done. 
Ibid. © From whence came the wa- 

«er 5” 1 
From the place to which it returned, 
and in which it has remained (God be 
praiſed) ever ſince. The globe of the 
earth, as the Scriptures inform us, is 
a ſhell, or hollow ſphere, incloſing 
within it a body of waters, ſtyled 
* the great deep,” or abyſs. The 
| 5 earth, 
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earth, at the creation, was covered on 
all ſides with water, which, at the 
command of God, retired to this 
abyſs beneath, from-whence, at the 
ſame command, it came forth in the 
days of Noah; and having performed 
it's taſk, was again diſmiſſed, as be- 
fore. The fountains of the great 
© deep,” by the divine power, were 
« broken up;“ gravity for a time 
was ſuſpended, or overcome; the 
waters were violently thrown upwards 
into the atmoſphere, and deſcended 
in torrents and cataracts of rain, If 


we meaſure the circumference of the 


earth, and gauge it's contents, we 
ſhall find water enough, I dare ſay, to 
anſwer every purpoſe mentioned in the 
book of Geneſis. The ſhells, and 


20 Some are puzzled to find water enough 
to form an univerſal deluge: to aſſiſt their 
| endeavours 
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LET, other marine bodies, depoſited in the 
XII. bowels and on the tops of the higheſt 
— — F 
mountains, all the world over, afford 
ſufficient evidence, that the waters 
have been there. If any one can give 
a better account than Moſes has done, 
when and how they came there, &en 
let us have it. A learned and re- 
ſpectable perſon expreſſes his fur. 
priſe, that the ſnell fiſh ſhould 7ray/- 
port themſelves from the bed of the 
ocean, where they were much better 
accommodated, to ſo uncomfortable a a 
ſituation as the ſummit of a barren 
mountain. Alas, worthy Sir, it was 


<< endeavours it may be remarked, that was it 
all precipitated which is diſſolved in the air, 
* it might probably be ſufficient to cover the 
« ſurface of the whole earth to the depth of 
* above thirty feet.” warTzon's Chemical 
Eifſays, Vol. a1, P. 87. 
| N0 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY. 


187 


no party of pleaſure! Whenever they LET. 
took the journey, depend upon it, it XII. 


was—* upon compulſion, Hal ! 

P. 8. —** Neither can we eaſily per- 
« ſuade infidels, that be windows of 
« beaven were opened, while _ know 
« it has no windows.“ 

They can know nothing of the mat- 
ter, till they know the meaning of the 
phraſe, and it's uſage in the Scrip- 
tures, where the heavens are ſaid to be 
opened when it rains, and ſpout when 
rain is withholden, and the like. What 
is more common than ſuch modes of 
expreſſion are in all languages ? Sup- 
poſe, to deſcribe an uncommon fall of 
rain, I ſhould ſay “ the ſluices of heaven 
« were opened; would it not be the 
height of abſurdity to reply, that 
«the ſluices of heaven cannot be 
opened, becauſe it has no ſluices? 

Every 
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LET, Every body knows the expreſſion to 
XII. be metaphorical. But the truth is, 
that the original word * does not 
ſignify windows, according to the 
modern idea, but rather clefts, fiſures, 
paſſages : theſe were opened, the clouds 
were rent, as we ſay. The waters 
riſing from beneath met the rains 
deſcending from above, and, uniting 

their forces, they deluged the world. 
P. 7. It (the flood) ceaſed not by 
<-annihilation of the waters, but they 

were evaporated by a wind.” 

There was no occaſion for annihi- 
lating the waters, They returned to 
the place from whence they came. 
And as to the wind, which God cauſed 
to paſs over the earth, it was not in- 
tended merely 'to evaporate, but, like 
that 'which moved upon the chaos at 


5 55 DN 
the 
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the creation, to ſeparate the waters LET, 


from the earth, and carry them down 
to their former habitation. We have 
no adequate idea, perhaps, of this 


element the air, and of what mighty 


things it can effect, when employed 
in full force by it's Creator, 

P. 8.“ Ir ſeems ſtrange, that ſo 
« vaſt an aſſemblage of animals coun 
« be incloſed in an ark, or chefs.” 

— But why, cheſs? The Hebrew 
word .is uſed only for this ark of 
Noah, and that in which the child 
Moſes was committed to the Nile; 
both hollow veſſels, conſtructed to float: 
upon the waters. But there was ſome- 
thing pleaſant in the notion of the 
whole animal world being ſhut up in 
a cheſt; and the temptation was not 
to be reſiſted, 

— * Which had but one window 
„(which 


XII. 


* * 
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LET. © (which window was kept ſhut for 


XII. 


* more than five months) without 
* being ſtifled for want of air.“ 
All this, the infidels ſay, * ſeems 
e ſtrange” —it does ſo; but it is not more 
range, than true. That air would be 
neceſſary to ſupport the life of the crea- 
tures incloſed in the ark, was as well 
known to him who enjoined it to be 
builr, as it can be to them. Our con- 
clufion therefore is, that either a pro- 
per ſupply of it was conveyed in ſome 
manner from without, or elſe the air 
within, by means natural or preterna- 
tural, was preſerved in a ſtate fit for reſ- 
piration. There might be various con- 
trivances in and about the ark, which 
are not mentioned in fo conciſe a hi. 
tory. The general facts, of which it 
concerned us to be informed, are theſe 
two; that the world was deſtroyed 
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r by a flood; and that one family, with LI r. 
ta number of animals ſufficient to re- XII. 
pleniſn the earth, was preſerved in a <p 
3 veſſel conſtyucted for that purpoſe. 
> It is aſked farther, How the ſmall 
e family in the ark could give due at- 
- WW tendance to the wants of fo many crea- 
tures; and how the carnivorous ani- 
mals were fupplied with rev proper 
for them? 
Many more queſtions of a like kind 
might eaſily be aſked, if one were to 
ſet one's wits to work upon the ſubject. 
But it ſhould be conſidered, that the 
author who relates this tranſaction, re- 
lates it to have been carried on under 


the immediate direction and inſpec- 
tion of God. By divine power the 
creatures were brought to Noah, and 
the fierce diſpoſitions of the wild 
kind overruled and mollified, that 

| they 
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they might live quietly and peaceabl/ 
with one another, and with thoſe of 
the tame ſort, for the time appointed, 
Otherwiſe, inſtead of aſking, how they 
were taken care of and fed in the 
ark, it ſhould firſt have been aſked, 
how they came into it, or ſtayed a ſin- 
gle moment in it, before the flood 
began? When * the wolf thus dwelt 
* with the lamb, the lion might eat 
& hay like the ox.“ - We ſhould not 
recur to miracles upon every occaſion; 
but if the event under conſideration 
took place at all, it muſt, from the 
very nature of it, have been miracu- 
lous, and out of the common courſe, 
as it 18 ſaid to have been. Some means 
of preſerving the h might therefore 
be provided by their maker, notwith- 
ſtanding the dilemma to which the 
learned and reſpectable writer above- 

| mentioned 
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mentioned hath reduced us. The 
« water at the deluge (ſays he) was 
either freſh, or ſalt: now the ſea- 
« fiſh could not have lived in the 
« former, nor the | river-faſh in the 
latter.“ Cloſe and clever! 


P. . It is argued in the 8th ſection, 


that according to the laws of refleftion 


and refra&ion, eſtabliſhed in the ſyſtem 


of nature, the phænomenon of the 
rainbow muſt have been produced, as 
at preſent, in certain circumſtances; 
from the beginning of the world; and 
therefore could not have been. firſt ſer 
in the cloud, as a token of God's 
covenant with man, after the flood. -- 
But do the words neceſſarily imply. 
that the rainbow had never appeared 
before? Rather, perhaps, the con- 
trary. The following paraphraſe of 
the paſſage 1 is ſubmitted, as a juſt and 
| N natural 
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natural one. When, in the com- 
„ mon courſe of things, I bring 2 
cloud over the earth, under certain 
&/ circumſtances,” I do ſet my bow in 
«jt, That bow ſhall be from hence. 
c forth a token of the covenant I now 
%% make with you to drown the earth 
« no more by a flood. Look upon 
«it, and remember this covenant, 
« As certainly. as the bow is formed, 
* by the operation of phyſical cauſes, 
* in the cloud, and as long as it conti- 
© nues to be thus formed, ſo certainly 
© and ſo long ſhall my covenant endure, 
« ſtanding faſt for evermore, as this 
<« faithful witneſs in heaven,” Jacob, 
we are told, took a ſtone, and ſet 
«jr up for a pillar, and ſaid, This 
< pillar be witneſs.” God, in like 
manner (if we may fo expreſs it) 

* Gen. Xxxi. 45, 52, | 


« took 
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* bow be witneſs.” Neither the ſtone 
nor the rainbow were new created for 
the purpoſe. When the Jews behold 
the rainbow, they bleſs God, who 
remembers his covenant, and is faith- 
ful to his promiſe, And the tradition 
of this it's deſignation to proclaim 
comfort to mankind was ſtrong among 
the heathen; for according to the 


mythology of the Greeks, the rainbow 
was the daughter of Wonder, © a ſign 


to mortal men,” and regarded, 
upon it's appearance, as the meſſenger 
of the celeſtial deities. Can we any 
where find a more ſtriking inſtance of 
the ſublime, than in the following 
ſhort deſcription of it? © Look upon 
the rainbow, and praiſe him who 
* made it: very beautiful it is in the 
> Teas MERIT WY arJewrur. Hom, 
N 2 e bright- 
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zur $ brightneſs thereof : it compaſſeth 

| W <«. the heaven about with a glorious 

« circle; and the hands of the moſt 
High have bended it!“ 
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P 10. What anſwer ſhall we 
„ give to thoſe who are in- 
« clined to deny, that an all- powerful 
and juſt God could make uſe of the 
© moſt unjuſtifiable means to attain 
his great purpoſe of aggrandizing 
the poſterity of Abraham?” — 
The anſwer, without doubt, muſt 
be, either that the means in queſtion 
(all circumſtances duly known and 
conſidered) were not unjuſtifiable; or, 
that they were uſed by man, and only 
permitted by God. For men often 
make uſe of means to attain their own 
purpoſes, by which they unwittingly 
Ng pen 


I» + — 2 = 
— — — - - A ny - 
7 * '« 3 1 * 
. 73 * _ * od o 
” * - - - - OY _— — —— — - -_ 
- — —— nd * — 
— Py 


— 


- Þ « — 
- — — = 


- . 
« * 
— — 
— — * — 
— 
— R A 
4 "& 


198 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY, 


LET. become the inſtruments of carrying 
II. r 0 | 
into execution the counſels of God; 


yet are they not hereby juſtified in the 
uſe of ſuch means. All the actions of 
holy men of old, related in Scripture, 
are not to be deemed blameleſs, be- 
cauſe related in Scripture, or becauſe 
related of them; 'though there may 
often have been circumſtances, im- 
perfectly known at this diftance of 
time, which rendered them leſs blame- 
able than they now appear to be; and 
therefore they are not to be judged ; of, 
without great caution and circum- 
ſpection. Theſe, perhaps, are in no 
inſtances more neceſſary, for that 
reaſon, to be obſerved, than in re- 


viewing thoſe. parts of ſacred ſtory, 


which relate to the virthright and bleſſmg 
of the ancient patriarchs. 
| Ibid. 
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Ibid. * Could this benevolent and 1 K r. 
« juſt Being approve of the ungene - X 7. 
« rous advantage which Jacob 'took © 


« over his faint and hungry brother? 


That the crime of Eſau, in being 
ſo ready to part with his birthright, 


was of a more atrocious nature than 


at firſt ſight it may ſeem to have been, 
is evident from the. remark ſubjoined 
in the narrative; “thus Eſau deſpiſed 
« his birthright;”” as alſo from his 
being ſtigmatized by St Paul with an 
epithet denoting profancneſs, and im- 
piety, qualities which were therefore 
manifeſted in the act of lightiy and 
wantonly parting with the birthright, 
and thoſe high and heavenly privileges 
annexed to it I ſay, lightly and-wan- 
tonly; becauſe, though he returned 
faint and hungry from the field, there 
could be no danger of his farving in 
N4 His 
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his father's houſe. He parted with it, 
as men often do now, for the ſake of 
gratifying a liquoriſh appetite towards 


that which was his brother's, „ for 


done morſel orf meat,“ one particu- 
lar diſn, Which he vehemently affec- 
ted. There was no reaſon why a privi- 
lege thus rejected ſhould be again con- 
ferred. Like the Jews, in an inſtance 
ſomewhat fimilar,-he .** judged him- 
* ſelf unworthy,” He caſt it from him, 
and it became another's— With regard 
to the part borne by Jacob, in buy- 
ing what Eſau was thus ready to ſell, 
there ſeems no neceſſity for pronoun- 
cing him faultleſs. The fact is related 
like many others, without approbation 
or cenſure; and the deſigns of God were 
accompliſhed by the free agency of 
man; To his own maſter he ſtandeth 
or falleth, reſpecting. this and every 
other action of his life. 

Ibid. 
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Idid. Could this omnipotent and LET. 
« upright Spirit adopt no method of 1, 
« diſtinguiſhing his favourite Jacob, 1 


« but that of fraud and lies, by which 
« he depri ved the ſame unſuſpecting 
« brother of his father's blefling?” 

The following conſiderations may 
aſſiſt in directing us to form a "ew 
judgment of this matter. 

1. The propoſition of deceiving 
Iſaac originated not with Jacob, but 
with Rebekah. Jacob remonſtrated 


againſt it, as likely to bring a curſe. 


upon him, rather than a bleſſing; nor 
would conſent to perform his part, 
till ſhe engaged to take all the blame 
on herſelt —© On me be thy curſe, 
my ſon; only obey my voice,” 

2. From this ſpeech, and-from the 
earneſtneſs and ſolicitude diſcovered 


by Rebekah, it may -not unfairly be 
| preſumed, 
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preſumed, that ſhe had ſome ſpecial 
reaſon for what ſhe did; that Iſaac 


Was about to take a wrong ſtep in 2 


concern of great moment, which 
ought to be prevented, and could be 
prevented by no other means. 

3. The rectitude of Rebekah's judg- 
ment ſeems evidently to have been te. 
cognized and allowed by Iſaac, at the 
concluſion of the matter. For though 
he had bleſſed Jacob, intending to bleſs 
Eſau, yet, as if recollecting himſelf, 
he confirmed and ratified that bleſſing 
in the ſtrongeſt” terms; ©* Yea, and 
he ſhall be bleſſed.” Still farther— 
at ſending him away, he again re- 
peared the benediction, in the moſt 
ſolemn and affecting 'manner; * God 
give thee the blefling of Abraham!” 
It is hard to aſſign any other reaſon, 
why, if ſo diſpoſed, upon diſcovering 
Denne the 
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the fraud, he might not have reverſed 
the proceeding. Nay, by the kind 
meeting of the brothers afterwards, 
one ſhould be inclined to ſuppoſe, 
that Eſau himſelf acquieſced at length 
ia the n of what had deen 
done. 
4. If ſuch were the caſe, Iſaac was 
* deceived into what was right, 
and what himſelf acknowledged to be 
ſo, in the concluſion,” The deception 
was like thoſe often practiſed by phy- 


ſicians for the benefit of their patients; 


and caſuiſts muſt decide upon it in 
the ſame manner. The offence of 
Jacob is certainly alleviated, if not 
entirely taken off, by the circumſtance 
of Rebekah pledging herſelf to bear 
the blame; as the conduct of Rebe- 
kab ſeems juſtified by that of Iſaac 
ratifying and ITY to Jacob the 

bleſſing 
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LET; bleſſing originally intended for Eſau. 
x111. Upon the whole, if there Were an 
offence, it was one that might be for- 
given; and if God, notwithſtanding, 
continued to bleſs Jacob, he did for. 
give it, and had reaſons for ſo doing, 

Ibid. © In ſhort, how ſhall we juſ. 
“ tify God for the continual diſtinc- 
tion he is ſaid to have beſtowed on 
„ a people, who from their own annals 
appear to have been unparalleled for 
«cruelty, ingratitude, inurbanity, &c.” 

The article of cruelty, for proof of 
which we are referred, in a note, to 
the acts of Joſhua, may be deferred 
till we come profeſſedly to conſider 
thoſe acts. Their ingratitude towards 
God their Saviour was indeed flagrant; 
but perhaps might be matched elſe- 
where. As to the charge of inurbanil, 
it was 0 againſt them by Vol 
| talre, 
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taire, who ſpake ; of them as a LET. 
« wretched nation, ever ignorant, and XIII. 


« yulgar, and ſtrangers to the Arts. 
The following reply was made to 
him. When the infidels ſhall have 
duly conſidered it, we ſhall hope to be 
favoured with their ſentiments upon 
* *. 

« Does it become you, a writer of 


« the 18th century, to charge the an- 
«cient Hebrews with ignorance ? A 


« people, who, while your barbarous 
« anceſtors, whilſt even the Greeks and 
« Latins, wandering in the woods, 
could ſcarcely procure for themſelves 
v cloathing and a ſettled ſubſiſtence, 
already poſſeſſed all arts of neceſſity, 
*and ſome of mere pleaſure z who 
not only knew how to feed and 
* rear cattle, till the earth, work up 
* wood, ſtone, and metals, weave 

& cloaths, 
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te cloaths, dye wool, embroider ſtuffs, 
*-poliſh and ; engrave on precious 
« ſtones, but who, even then, add. 
*.ing to manual arts thoſe of taſte 
** and refinement, ſurveyed land, ap- 
e pointed their feſtivals according to 
„the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
* and ennobied their ſolemnities by 
* the pomp of ceremonies, by the 
« ſound of inſtruments, muſic, and 
„dancing; who even then committed 
« to writing: the hiſtory of the origin 
* of the world, that of their own 
nation, and their anceſtors ; who 
had poets and writers ſkilled in all 
<« the ſciences then known, great and 
brave commanders, a pure wor- 
* ſhip, juſt laws, a wiſe form of 
« government; in ſhort, the only 
one of all ancient nations, that has 

6 [ft 
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left us authentic monuments of LET. 
genius and of literature. Can this XIII. 
« nation be juſtly charged with ig- 

« norance and inurbanity ?” 


LET- 


© which he himſelf (God) was evi- 
« dently the cauſe.” 


We cannot, for a moment, imagine, 


TEX OXxXV 


P 11. © Unbelievers, affirm, | that 
© * a juſt God could not puniſh 
© Pharaoh for an hardneſs of heart, of 


When we meet with an aſſertion 
apparently contrary to all the truth 
and equity in the world, it is but 
common juſtice to any writer, human 
or divine, to ſuppoſe, that we mil 
take his meaning, and that the ex- 
preſſion employed to convey it 1s capa- 
ble of an interpretation different from 
that which may at firſt preſent itſelf. 


that 


te, - dS — 
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that God ſecretly influences a man's LET, 


will, or ſuggeſts any wicked ſtubborn 
reſolution to his mind, and then pu- 
niſnes him for it. We are therefore 
to conſider, by what other means, 
not incompatible with his nature and 
attributes, he may be ſaid, in a cer- 
tain ſenſe, and without impropriety, 
to harden a man's heart. | 

There, are many ways by which we 
may conceive this effect to be wrought, 
without running into the abſurdity 
and impiety abovementioned. The 
heart may be hardened by thoſe very 
reſpites, miracles, and mercies, in- 
tended to ſoften it; for if they do not 
ſoften it, they will harden it — God is 
ſometimes ſaid to do that which he 
permits to be done by others, in the 
way of judgement and puniſhment ; 


as when his people rejected his own 


of righteous 
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LET, righteous laws, he is ſaid to have 

S « given them” the idolatrous ones of 

| their heathen neighbours, © ſtatutes 
that were not good” The heart may 
be hardened by his withdrawing that 
grace it has long reſiſted; men may 
be given up to a reprobate mind; as 
they would not ſee when they poſſeſſed 
the faculty of ſight, the uſe of that 
faculty may be taken from them, and 
they may be abandoned to blindneſs, 
But all this is judicial, and ſuppoſes 
previous voluntary wickedneſs, which 
it is deſigned to puniſh. The caſe of 
Pharaoh is exactly that of the Jews. 
God is faid 'to have © blinded their 
« eyes, and hardened their hearts.“ 
But how? As it is here repreſented ? 
Would he'do this to his own people ? 
Was nz the cauſe of their rejecting 


their Meſſiah ; Or does he—can he 
| intend 
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intend to sa that he was ſo? — Let 
us hear no more of this, for the ſake 
of common ſenſe and common ho- 
neſty, if ſuch —_ are yet left 
among us. 4 in 

But it is aſſerted, avi when he 
objection is urged by unbelievers, 
« we (Chriſtians) uſually anſwer, that 
« the potter has power over the clay, 
« to faſhion it as he liſts; * to which 
the infidels in the gayety of their hearts 


triumphantly reply, that “ if the clay 


jn the hands of the potter were ca- 
* pable of happineſs and miſery, ac- 
* cording to the faſhion impreſſed on 
* it, the potter muſt be malevolent 
* and cruel, who can give the pre- 
« ference to inflicting pain inſtead of 
* happineſs.” 


be fimilitude of the patter is em- 


ployed by St. Paul: but it does not 
O 2 ſtand 
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LET. ſtand exactly in his writings, as it 
1 does in the pamphlet before us. By 
him it is adduced in proof of one 
ſingle point only, that when men are 
become ſinners, and obſtinate ſinners, 
God has a right of dealing with them 
according to his pleaſure, and as may 
beſt anſwer the purpoſes of his diſ- 
penſations, reſpecting others, as well 
as themſelves. The compariſon is 
firſt uſed by God himſelf (Jer. xv111.) 
and applied to the power by him 
exerciſed of deſtroying or preſerving 
an offending people, as they ſhould 
either continue in ſin, or repent and 
amend. It is applied preciſely in the 
ſame manner by St. Paul, (Rom. ix.) 
to ſhew (as appears by the verſes im- 
mediately following) that God might, 
without injuſtice, deal with the Jews, 
as he had before dealt with an har- 
 dened 
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dened Pharaoh; and for the ſame 


reaſon ; becauſe they had refuſed to 
hearken to his voice, as Pharaoh 'had 
done. He might reſerve them for a 
more ſignal deſtruction, which would 
diſplay his glory, and forward the 
converſion of the nations; while, at 
the ſame time, he ſhewed the riches 
of his mercy to ſuch, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, as embraced the Goſpel ; 
whom he owned as the ſpiritual ſeed 
of Abraham, and his peculiar people. 
Whoever will condeſcend with can- 
dour and attention to peruſe Dr. 
Whitby's annotations on Rom. IX. 
cannot, I think, have the ſhadow 
of a doubt left on his mind, reſpect- 
ing either the drift of St. Paul's rea- 
ſoning, or the truth of it. 

P. 12. We know it is our duty 
to believe that Aaron's miracle was 
| * 

03 per- 
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LzT; performed by the power of God; 

xIV. * but we are at a loſs to diſcover, by 

hat power the 1 per- 
formed theirs,” 

It is a pleaſure to me to find theſe 
gentlemen ſolicitous about the perfor. 
mance of their duty; and therefore, let 
me addreſs to them a word of conſola- 
tion and encouragement. Be not ſwal- 
lowed up by overmuch uneaſineſs, as 
touching this matter. Reſt | ſatisfied 
that whatever may be determined con- 
.cerning the wonders wrought by the 
magicians, whether they are ſuppoſed 
to have been wrought in reality, or 
appearance only 4 by legerdemain, or 

the power of evil ſpirits, through the 
permiſſion of God, willing to make 
his power known in this grand conteſt 
either way, the argument drawn 
from miracles, in ſupport of Revela- 
tion, 
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tion, will remain in it's full ſtrength. 
The ſuperiority of the God of Iſrael 
was manifeſted, and the conteſt yield- 
ed by the adverſaries, who could nat 
protect themſelves or their friends 
from the maladies and plagues in- 
flicted by omnipotence. . Whatever 
the magicians did, or however they 
did it, it appeared evidently, they 
might as well have done nothing, 
Mankind can never be enſnared by 
pretences of this ſort, when they ſee 
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XIV, 
— 


ſuch pretences controlled and over- 


ruled by a ſuperior power. — You are 
men of too much ſenſe, I am ſure, 
to be found on the ſide of Jannes and 
Jambres, or to take a retainer from 

Simon Magus. ; 
P. 13. © Where did the magicians 
* find water to practiſe their art up- 
| Chg: - © _ 
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LET, on, ſince Aaron had already turned 


XIV, . j ” 
| ce jt all into blood? 


Not all, gentlemen, by your leave, 
The Egyptians not being able to 
drink of the water of the river, © dig- 
e ged round about it (as you are 
© told“) for water to drink.” And, 
depend upon it, they found ſome, or 
it had been very bad with them in- 
deed, — But the truth is, that nothing 
is more common among writers, both 
ſacred and profane, 'than the uſe of 
the word all, not in an abſolute, but a 
relative, or comparative ſenſe, as im- 
plying many, ſome of all forts, &c. By 
_ adverting to this ſimple and obvious 
conſideration, you might have ſpared 
yourſelves the trouble of labouring in 
vain, through three or four pages, to 
be Wr on the ſubject of Pharaoh's 


* Exod. v11, 24. 


cattle 


LETTERS ON INFIDELITY. 


217 


cattle being killed more than once, LET, 


and ſuch like pleaſant  conceits.— 
Theſe are poor piddling doings; but 
we ſhall have ſome /aſbing, by and by, 


to make amends, 
P. 19. Some weak 3 are 


jn doubt, whether ſo mean, ſo un- 
« generous, and ſo diſhoneſt an act, 
« as borrowing the jewels of the 
« Egyptians, without any intention 
of returning them, did not rather 


* originate in that diſpoſition, which 


characterizes the Jews to this day, 
than in the command of the juſt 
* God, who certainly could need no 
* ſuch tricks to accompliſh his inten- 
„tions.“ | 5 

Much reaſon have we to wiſh, that 


ſome one among the unbelievers would 


take the pains to acquire a moderate 
ſtock of Hebrew, that ſo he might 
; have 


XIV. 
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LET. „have to give,” upon ſuch occaſions 
I as theſe, to him that needeth.” For 
that the Iſraelites, in the proper ſenſe 
of the Engliſh word, borrowed theſe 
Jewels, or gave the Egyptians reaſon 
to expect a return of them, does by 
no means appear from the original, 
to which a man, when he is diſpoſed 
to play the critic upon an author, 
ſhould always have recourſe, if he be 
ſolicitous to deſerve the character of 
an honeſt man, and a ſcholar. The 
general ſignification of the word * is 
to aſe, to require, to demand. In the 
three texts 4 relative to this tranſac- 
tion, the LXX, + and in the two for- 
mer, the Vulgate, | render it by a 
term of ſimilar import. It is ſaid, 
<< the Iſraelites ſpoiled the Egyptians; 


de. f Exod. 111. 22, xl. 2, X11. 35. 
1 Are l Poſtulo. ; 


5 they 
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they took theſe jewels, veſſels, &c. LET. 


and the Egyptians gave them, as the 
ſpoil of a conquered enemy, glad to 
eſcape with life, and to diſmiſs a much 
injured people; they took theſe ſpoils, 
as wages due, and withholden, for 
immenſe labour undergone; as a re- 
compence for long and cruel oppreſ- 
ſion; ſome of them, probably, as in- 
Ania of the vanquiſhed Egyptian dei- 


XIV. 
—— 


ties, to be afterwards employed in the 


ſervice of the true God, whom Egypt, 
as well as Ifracl, ought to have ac- 
knowledged and adored ; who, as the 
great Lord and Proprietor of all things 
in heaven and earth, taketh from one, 
and giveth to another, according to 
his good pleaſure, founded evermore 
in wiſdom, truth, and righteouſneſs ; 
who at the beginning foretold *, that 


* Exod, 111. 22. 


the 
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LET. the Egyptians ſhould be ſpoiled, and 


XIV. 


when the time came, directed his peo. 
ple ſo to ſpoil them.“ God gave 
“them favour :” the act was his, and 
the Iſraelites were inſtruments only in 


his hands.— If men are pleaſed to con- 


cern themſelves at all with the hiſto- 
ry, they muſt take the whole as it 
ſtands, neither blaming thoſe on whom 
no blame can properly fall, nor ac- 
cuſing their Maker of iniquity, who 
can be guilty of none, but at a future 


day, to the confuſion of all his blaſ- 


phemers, will be fully © juſtified in 
« his ſaying, and clear when he is 
„ judged.” 


One cannot but bleſs oneſelf to ſee 


how readytheſe writers are, at every 
turn, to give ſentence againſt the 


people of God, in favour of their 


enemies; as if they emulated the 
fame 


| & 
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tame of a ſet of worthies in the fifth Ls 7. 


century, called Cainites; who, hav- 


ing reprobated the Saviour of the 
world, his prophets and apoſtles, are 
faid to have adopted into the cata- 
logue of their ſaints, and paid eſpe- 
cial honours to the memories of — 
Cain, Korah, Dathan, Eſau, the So- 
domites, and Judas Iſcariot. 

As to their intimation, at P. 17. 
that, becauſe Egypt was a country 


interſected by canals, there never 


were any horſes or chariots in it, they 
ought for this to take their part in 
the next general flogging, at Weſt- 
minſter School. During the operation, 
perhaps, the captain of the ſchool will 
be enjoined by the maſter to read 
aloud the following ſhort paſſage 
from Rollin's Ancient Hiftory— 
* Foot, Horſe, and Chariot-races 

135 « were 


XIV. 
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LET, *© were performed in Egypt with won- 

XIV. « derful agility, and the world could 

not ſhew better horſemen than the 

« Egyptians.” * | 
In the next letter we ſhall proc 

to the conſideration of a topic ent 

NEW —BALAAM'S ASS. 


_ Vol. 1. P. 48, 


LE I- 


LETTER XV. 


HE firſt difficulty here is, Why 
God ſhould be angry with 
« Balaam for going, when he had 
given him leave to go?” 

To be ſure, all circumſtances con- 
tinuing the ſame, it would be ſtrange 
-it would be paſſing ſtrange. But if 
circumſtances varied, the divine con- 
duct might vary too. © Go,” ſays 
God, but - obſerve—** the word which 
I ſhall ſay unto thee, that ſhalt thou 
do.“ Balaam ſeems to have ſet 
out with a reſolution to obey; for 
like a man, and like an honeſt man, 


Numb. xx11. 20. 


he 


LET, 
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LET. he had boldly and nobly ſaid, If 
XV. „ Balak would give me his houſe-full 
of ſilver and gold, I cannot go be- 
« yond the word of the Lord my 
6 God, to do lefs or more.*” Hoy. 
ever, it is poſſible, that upon the 
road, either by the perſuaſive argu- 
ments of the princes of Moab who 
accompanied him, or by the wicked 
ſuggeſtions of his own deceitful heart, 
an alteration had taken place in his 
mind, and intereſt had gained the 
aſcendant over duty. I ſay, this is 
poſſible : conſidering his character, it is 
probable: but a paſſage in the hiſtory 
itſelf ſeems to make it certain. 
« went out to withſtand thee, be- 
“ cauſe thy way is perverſe before 
ec me. But what way? Not mere- 
ly his journey, for he had leave to 


>. Numb. xxII. 18. f Ver. 32 
take 
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take it, conditionally. Vay muſt 7 


neceſſarily be underſtood in it's moral 
acceptation. Something was wo * 
in the couiſe of his thoughts, his ima- 
ginations, in his deſign and intention, 
now changed from what they were at 
ſetting out. The fooliſhneſs (or 
« wickedneſs) of man PERVERTETH 
„ his wav.“ Therefore God was 
angry, not, as it is in our tranſla- 
tion, . becauſe he went; +” but “ as 
„he was gomg while he was on the 
„ road. Þ” Upon Balaam's humbling 
himſelf, and offering to return, leave 
of proceeding is again granted, but 
with a ſignificant repetition of the 
original  proviſo—** Only the word 
that I ſhall ſpeak unto thee, that 
thou ſhalt ſpeak. 5“ Go on; but 


"Y Prov. xix. 3. + Numb. xx11, 22» 
tm Ver. 35. 
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remember, to me your heart is open, 
* your deſires are known. If you betray 
«your truſt, the drawn ſword of the 
* angel waits to puniſh your duplicity 
* as it ought to be puniſhed.” This 
appears to be a fair and reaſonable fo- 
tution of the firſt difficulty. 
As to the ſecond, it is obſerved, 
P. 17. that ! the aſs exhibited a ſpe- 
ce cimen of penetration and prudence, 
4 of which the aſſes of modern times 
ie ſeem to be diveſted.” 

The obſervation brings to my mind 
one made upon the ſubje& ſome years 
ago, by that father of the faithleſs, 
Dr. Tindal. What a number of 
e jdeas muſt Balaam's aſs have (ſays 
© he) to be able to reaſon with her 
& maſter, when ſhe ſaw and knew an 
„ angel?“ Will theſe gentlemen do 


* Chriſtianity as old, &c. P. 254. 
| mc 
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me the favour to accept Dr. Wa- LET. 


terland's anſwer ? Now, as to the 
number of ideas which the aſs muſt 
« have; I believe ſhe had as many as 
« alſes commonly have: and he may 
„ pleaſe to count them at his leiſure, 
« for his on amuſement.“ —lf they 
have ever an anatomiſt among them, 
dare ſay he could very eaſily de- 
monſtrate, from the configuration of 
it's organs, the impoſſibility ' of the 
creature's ſpeaking at all. And his 
demonſtration would be juſt as much 
to the purpoſe, as Tindal's queſtion. 
The plain truth is this—If it pleaſed 
God to take this particular method of 
* rebuking the prophet's madneſs, 
the ſevereſt philoſophy cannot queſtion 
his power to produce ſounds articulate 


* Scripture Vindicated, 1. 42. 


4 2 Pet. 11. 16. 
** and 
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and ſignificant, either with the organs 
of any animal, or without them. A 
voice proceeding from a dumb crea- 
ture was made, upon this occaſion, to 
teach a leſſon ſimilar to that deduced, 
upon another, from the example of the 
ſame creature The ox knoweth his 
% owner, and the afs his maſter's 
« crib; but man doth not know—a 
* prophet doth not conſider.*”—It it 


be objected, that the occaſion was not 


worthy; that it was not dignus vindice 
nodus; we ſhall certainly take the li- 
berty to think that God Almighty 
was a much better judge of that mat- 
ter than the a, poſſibly be, 
even were they ten times wiſer than 
they are. The whole tranſaction, in 


which Balaam bore ſo conſpicuous a 
part, is of very great moment, and 


See Iſaiah, 1. z. 


the 
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the hiſtory which relates it, full of LET. 


deep inſtruction, as well as abounding 
in the beautiful and ſublime.“ 

A predeceſſor of theſe gentlemen, 
Mr, Chubb, I remember, called the 
Supreme Being to a very ſevere ac- 
count for his conduct reſpecting the 
Canaanites; and they ſeem diſpoſed 
to do the ſame, in a bitter, ſarcaſti- 
cal, canting ſection, P. 19, &c. the 
drift of which is to compare the If- 
raelites in Canaan to the Spaniards in 


Mexico, and repreſent the former as 


the more deteſtable people of the two. 


The objection will perhaps be obvia- 


ted, and it's futility evinced, by pro- 
poſing the few following queries. 
1. Has not the Almighty a ſove- 


„ Nihil habet Poeſis Hebræa in ullo ge- 
nere limatius aut exquiſitius.” ' Lowrn de 


Sacra Poeſi Heb, Præl. xx, ad fin. 


* reign 


XV. 
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LET, reign right over the lives and W 


XV. 


of his creatures? 

2. May not the iniquity of nations 
become ſuch, as to juſtify him in de- 
ſtroying thoſe nations? 

3. Is he not free to chuſe the in- 
ſtruments by which he will effect ſuck 
deſtruction ? | 

4. Is there more injuſtice or cruel. 
ty in his effecting it by the ſword, 
than by famine, peſtilence, whirlwind, 
deluge, or earthquake ? 

5. When theſe latter means are 
employed, do not women, children, 
and cattle, periſh with the men ? 

6. Does not God take away thou- 
ſands of children every day, and per- 
haps more than half the ſpecies, under 
ten years of age? 

7. Does not the circumſtance of a di- 
vine commiſſion entirely alter the ſtate 


of 
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of the caſe, and diſtinguiſh the Iſrael- I E r. 


ites from the Spaniards, as much as a 
warrant from the magiſtrate diſtin- 


derer? 9 

8. May not men be aſſured of God's 
having given them ſuch a commiſſion? 
9. Were not the Iſraelites thus aſ- 
ſured; and is there not at this day 
inconteſtable evidence upon record» 
that they were ſo? 

This is a fair and regular diftribu- 
tion of the ſubject into it's ſeveral 
parts, Whenever the infidels ſhall 
find themſelves in a humour to diſcuſs 
all or any of them, we muſt conſider 
what they may offer farther upon this 
topic. | ; 
P. 18. They cite the following 
paſſage from Judges, 1. 19. The 
Lord was with Judah, and he drove 

P4 < out 


guiſhes the executioner from the mur- 


XV. 


— 
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LET: . out the inhabitants of the moun- 
XV. 


e tain: but could not drive out the 
“inhabitants of the valley, becauſe 
they had chariots of iron.” They ſub. 
join“ It is difficult to conceive how 
ce the Lord of heaven and earth, who 
had fo often changed the order, and 
* ſuſpended the eſtabliſhed laws of 
* nature, in favour of his people, 
could not ſucceed againſt the in- 
e habitants of a valley, becauſe they 
* had chariots of iron!” 

At the end of this ſentence is placed 
only a fingle note of admiration. 
There ought to have been at leaſt 
half a dozen; for never was any thing 


more truly wonderful! The © diffi- 


<« culty of conceiving it” is very great 
indeed! So great, that one ſhould 
have thought, for very pity's ſake, 
our adverſaries would have looked 
about 
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about them a little, to ſee whether 
they underſtood the text, and whether 
there were no poſſible way of bring- 
ing us off, As they have not been kind 
enough to do it for us, we muſt &'en 
try what we can do for ourſelves. 

We apprehend, then, in the firſt 
place, that when it is ſaid, HE drove 
out the inhabitants of the moun- 
« tain, but could not drive out the 
« inhabitants of the valley; the an- 


tecedent is Judab, not Jebovab; be- | 


cauſe Jehovah had often diſplayed 
much more eminent inſtances of his 
power; and he that effected the 
greater, could certainly have effected 
the leſs. In the ſecond place, though 
it pleaſed God to give ſucceſs to Ju- 
dah in one inſtance, it does not neceſ- 
arily follow, that therefore he ſhould 


give it in all. So that there is no 
more 


733 
& 
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more abſurdity in the paſſage, than 
there would be in the following ſpeech, 
if ſuch had been addreſſed to the So- 
vereign by one of his Commanders 
returned from America By the 
e bleſſing of God upon your Ma- 
<« jeſty's arms, we overcame general 
Greene in the field; but we could 
* not attack general Waſhington, be- 
1 cauſe he was too ſtrongly intrenched 
in his camp. There is no reaſon, 
therefore, for ſuppoſing, that * the 
* Jews conſidered the God of Iſrael 
„ their protector as a local divinity; 
4e who was in ſome inſtances more, 
* and in others leſs powerful, than 
the gods of their enemies.“ 

Nor is it altogether <* THus that 
« David in many places compares the 
« Lord with other Gods: ſince he 

| P. 49. 


com- 
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compares him with them, only to ſet 
him above them; as ſufficiently ap- 
pears by the paſſage quoted The 
« Lord is a great God, and a great 
King above all gods.” In the hea- 
then world there were gods many, 
«and lords many.“ An IIraelite 
acknowleged one only God, the 
maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all the ſuppoſed deities that were 


therein. *All the gods of the hea- 


then (fo ſtiled by them) are but 
« jdols; but it is the Lord that made 
« the heavens.” , 

Such, as an Ifraclite, muſt have 
been the ſentiments of Jephthah, as 
well as David; and therefore the ci- 
tation from his addreſs to the king of 
the Ammonites will avail nothing to 
the purpoſe for which it is adduced 

P. 19. 
—“ Wilt 
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—* Wilt thou not poſſeſs that, which 
* Chemoſh thy god giveth thee to 
“ poſſeſs? So whomſoever the Lord 
* our God. ſhall drive out from be. 
<« fore us, them will we poſſeſs.” * 
It cannot ſeriouſly be thought, that 
Jephthah, a judge in Iſrael, intended 
to acknowlege the real divinity of the 
Ammonitiſh idol, Chemoſh. No: the 
argument is evidently of the kind 
which logicians ſtyle argumentum ad bo- 
minem, an argument formed upon the 
principles of the adverſaries, and there- 
fore concluſive to hem. You deem 
„ yourſelves entitled to any poſſeſſion, 
acquired, as you imagine, by the 
<« aſſiſtance of him whom you call 
your god, and cannot reaſonably 
< expect us to yield that, which we 
% know the Lord our God has awarded 
| Judg, x1, 24. 
« to 
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« to us.” Jephthah, in a negotiation LE r. 


with the Ammonites, had no occaſion 
to diſcuſs the ſubje& of their idola- 


XV. 


try, or tell them what he thought of 


Chemoſh ; but ſtates the matter ac- 
cording to their own ideas, ſuppoſing 
them, for a moment, to be true, 
though he believed them to be falſe; 
as is done every day. 

Voltaire has amuſed himfelf much 
with this text, and between one and 
another of his manifold publications, 
kept it up like a ſhuttle-cock, He 
ſtruggles hard for it — but in vain. 
* The words of Scripture (ſays he) 
are not, Thou thinkeſt thou haſt a right 
« to poſſeſs, &c. but expreſsly, Thou 
% baſt à right to poſſeſs, &c. for that 
js the true interpretation af the He- 
brew words, otbo thiraſch.” * Ay, 


* 2" PN INK Treatiſe on Toleration, Chap. x11. 
my 
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LET. my little man, ſo it is, according to 


XV. 


the Yulgate — © Tibi jure debentur.“ 
But any modern ſchoolboy would 
have informed thee better, and told 
thee, that the words, in very deed, 
denote neither more nor leſs than, 
Thou wilt poſſeſs it.“ — Are we to 
give up our Bible, and pin our faith 
upon the ſleeve of ſuch a man as this? 
After Balaam's Aſs, the Canaanites, 
and Chemoſh, one naturally expects 
and lo, ſhe is at hand 
THE WITCH OF EN DOR. 

It was not unuſual among us here in 
England ſome years ago, for an old 
woman, if ſhe had the misfortune to 
live at the cornerof a common, to be 
ſuſpected of witchcraft, and toſſed 
into a horſepond, to ſee whether ſhe 
would fink, or ſwim. To put an end 
to ſuch ridiculous barbarities, as well as 

ſome 


# 
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ome others of a more ſerious and ſo- 
lemn kind, the legiſlature of Great 


Britain very wiſely ordained, by an 
Act of 9 G. II. ch. 5. that no perſon 


ſhould in future be vexed, or proſe- 
cuted, under that notion; and that 
whoever pretended to any thing of 
the kind, ſhould, on conviction, be 
adjudged to the pillory.—Theſe gen- 
tlemen have their fears, upon this 
occaſion, for the authority of the Bi- 
ble. I cannot ſay, for my part, that 
I feel any ſuch apprehenſions. 
P. 23. The witch of Endor, and 
* the Jewiſh Law, both prove by di- 
vine argument (whatever that may 
be) the exiſtence of ſuch profeſſors, 
though, like miracles, they have 
* now ceaſed to appear.“ 
But the non-exiſtence of miracles 
at preſent is no proof that they never 
_ exiſted ; 
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exiſted; for they moſt certainly once 
did exiſt, if evidence be evidence, 
The argument therefore is full in 
their own teeth; and there might be 
witches, as well as poſſeſſed perſons, 
formerly, though there may be none 
now. The Bible may yet be true, 
and (bleſſed be God) the parliament 


not infidel, They © deplore the infide. 


„ lity of that parliament.” Bold words 
theſe, indeed I would not have ſaid 
ſuch things of any parliament, for the 
world—They are apprehenſive of per- 
fecution—Let them take more care, 
another time. 

It appears by the Jewiſh Law, that 


there were then men and women, 


who, in the language of our tranſlation, 
are ſtyled © diviners, obſervers of 
<« times,' enchanters, witches, charm- 
« ers, conſulters with familiar ſpi- 
cc rits, 
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« rits, wizards and necromancers.”* 
Theſe practices are ſaid to be © the 
« abominations of the heatben ; + and 


we know they were continued, lower 


down, among the Greeks and Romans, 
whoſe philoſophers were ſometimes 
puzzled how to determine concerning 
them. With the idolatry of their 
neighbours, the Iſraelites frequently 
adopted theſe it's appendages. That 
there was in them nuch of juggling 
and impoſture, may be true; bur 
that all was ſo, is more than many wife 
and learned men have thought proper, 
upon a due conſideration of the mat- 
ter, to aſſert; becauſe, that there are 
no evil ſpirits, or that mankind never 
had any communication with them, 
are negatives, not eaſily proved. 
Reſpecting the tranſaction at En- 


Deut. xV III. 10. Ver. 9, 12. 
| dor 
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LET. dor, the caſe, in few words, ſtands 


XV. 


thus. Convinced by proper evidence 
of the authority of the book in which 
it is related, we of courſe believe 
(having, as we judge, good reaſon to 
believe) that the ſeveral incidents 
happened, as they are there ſaid to 
have happened. By what power or 
agency they were brought about, or 
how the buſineſs was conducted, is 
another queſtion, which we muſt en- 
deavour to ſolve, if we can do it; if 
not, it muſt remain as it is, being 
confeſſedly to us, at this diſtance, of 


an obſcure and difficult nature. 


That God ſhould permit evil ſpirits, 
employed by a wretched woman, to 


ſummon, at pleaſure, his departed 


ſervants from the other world, 1s 
not to be imagined. It remains there- 


fore, either that the whole affair of 
7 Samuel's 
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Samuel's appearance was a Contri- LET, 


vance z or that, by the 1aterpoſition 


of God, there was a real appearance, 
which the enchantreſs did* not expect, 
nor could have effected. The ſurprize 
| and alarm occaſioned in her ſeem to 
point us this way, and there are two 
inſtances recorded in Scripture of a 
proceeding ſomewhat ſimilar, _. 
When king Balak had recourſe 
to ſorceries and divinations, hoping 
to procure ſome relief, or fair pro- 
miſes at leaſt from them, God him- 
ſelf interpoſed, and ſo overruled Ba- 
laam and all his divinations, that Ba- 
lak could obtain no favourable anſwer 
from them, but quite the reverſe.* . 
In like manner, when king Ahaziah 
had ſent to conſult Baalzebub, the 
dæmon of Ekron, to know whether 


Numb. xx. 


3 he 
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1 E T. he ſhould recover of the ſickneſs he 


Xv. 


then lay under, hoping, no doubt, 
to obtain a favourable anſwer there, 
as probably he might have done; 
God himſelf took care to anticipate 
the anſwer by Elijah the prophet, who 
aſſured the meſſengers, meeting them 
by the way, that their maſter Ahaziah 
ſhould not recover, but ſhould ſurely 
die.? 8 ; 

Thus, -probably, was it in the caſe 
of Saul: when he hoped for a kind 


anſwer from Samuel, and, it 1s likely, 


would have had a very favourable 


one from ſome pretended Samuel, God 


was pleaſed to diſappoint both the 
ſorcereſs and him, by, ſending the 
true Samuel, with a true and faith- 
ful meſſage, quite contrary to what 


the woman and Saul had expected: 


2 Kings 1. 


which 
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which ſo confounded and diſordered 1 Er. 


him, that he inſtantly fell into a ſwoon, 
and could no longer bear up againſt 
the bitter agonies of his mind. 

The ſenſe of the Jewiſh church, 
about 300 years before Chriſt, is gi- 
ven by the author of the book of Ec- 


cleſiaſticus, when, ſpeaking of Sa- 


muel, he ſays thus“ After his death 
« he propheſied, and ſhewed the king 
« his end, and lifted up his voice from 
the earth in prophecy, to blot out 
the wickedneſs of the people.” * 
This author plainly enough ſuppoſed, 
that it was Samuel himſelf who ap- 
peared in perſon, and propheſied to 
king Saul. 


® Fcclus, xLVI. 20. 
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E come now to ſome obſerva- 
| tions on the character and 
conduct of David. And here, the 
extracts are more ſcanty, than one 
ſhould have expected, from Meſſrs. 
Bayle, Morgan, and Co. or rather from 
the laſt retailer of this kind of ware, 
the Hiſtorian of the man after God's own 
heart. | tf 
P. 21. David is ſcoffed at for 
his cruelty towards the Ammonites, 
ſhewn by putting them under ſaws 
K and under harrows of iron,” &c.* 
Whatever the words in the original 


2 Sam. XII. 29. 
may 
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may ſignify, it ſeems but reaſonable LE r. 


to conclude, that if David inflicted 
on theſe people puniſhments extraor- 
dinarily ſevere, there muſt have been 
an extraordinary cauſe, We read in 
the book of Judges, that the men of 
| Judah © purſued after Adonibezek, 
and caught him, and cut off his 
* thumbs and his great toes.” Had 
nothing more been related, this would 
have appeared a ſtrange inſtance of 
ſavage and wanton barbaricy. But 
what ſays the ſuffering prince him- 
ſelf ?!—* Threeſcore and ten kings 
having their thumbs and great toes 
* cut off, gathered their meat under 
my table; as I have done, ſo God 
« hath requited me.“ The cruelties 
practiſed by the Ammonites upon 
others might be returned, by the uſt 
* Judg. 1. 6, 7. 
24 judg⸗ 


XVI. 
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LET: Judgment of heaven, upon themſelves, 

XVI. There is no ground for ſuppoſing 

that David treated them worſe than 
they would have treated the Hebrews, 
or than priſoners of war were treated 
in thoſe times: and Dr. Chandler, it 
is apprehended, has given very good 
reaſons why the paſſage ſhould be 
rendered in the manner following. 
He brought forth the inhabitants, 
and put them to the ſaw, and to 
„ iron- mines, and iron axes, and 
<« tranſported them to the brick-kiln,” 
or rather ©* tothe brick. frame, and hod, 
to make and carry bricks;” that is, 
he reduced them to ſlavery, and put 
them to the moſt ſervile employments. 
See Chandler's Life of David, vol. 11. 
P. 225---a book, which ſhould be 
carefully peruſed by thoſe who are 


_ to favour us with any freſh 
diſquiſi- 
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diſquiſitions on the ſubject of it.— Er. 


But we muſt proceed to David's ſen- 
tence on the Amalekite. 

The two accounts of the manner 
of Saul's death, one given in the 
courſe of the hiſtory, at the cloſe of 
the firſt book of Samuel, the other 
by the Amalekite, at the beginning 
of the ſecond, are ſo different, that 
« one of them (the infidels ſay, P. 26.) 
e muſt be falſe.” Very well; ſuppoſe 
it ſo to be, and what then ? Why then, 
they put the following refolytion of 


XVI. 
— 


the difficulty into the mouth of their 


Tom Fool of a Ch ian, as they call 
him. To this we can only anſwer, 
* as it becomes the faithful in all ſuch 
* cales of ſeeming contradiction z 
„namely, that they were both writ» 
ten by the pen of Inſpiration, con- 
Y EY muſt both be true, how- 

ever 
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XVI. 


% may ſeem to mere human reaſon.” 
—Well ſaid, Tom ! 

But let me aſk theſe gentlemen, 
what mortal, beſides themſelves, Tom's 
elder brethren, ever imagined the A- 
malekite to have been inſpired, when 
he told his ſtory to David ? — An idle 
pickthank fellow, who ſtripped Saul 
of his diadem and bracelets, and ran 
away full ſpeed with them to David, 
to let him know that all was ſafe, his 
old enemy was fallen, and he had put 
him out of his pain! David ſaw 
through the character of the man, 
and, from his forward officiouſneſs in 
the affair, probably concluded, he 
had taken ſome undue advantage of 
Saul in his wounded ſtate, and lain 
him, on purpoſe that he might find 
favour with his ſucceſſor in the king- 

dom, 
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dom, by bringing him all this good L Er. 
news. © As the Lord liveth who hath XVI. 
«© redeemed my ſoul out of all adver- 
« ſity ( ſays he upon another occaſion ) 
* when one told me ſaying, Behold 
« Saul is dead (thinking to bave brought 
good tidings) I took hold of him, 
and ſlew him in Ziklag, who thought 
«* that I would have given him a re- 
* ward for his tidings.” * 1 
But whether David ſuſpected it, or 
not, as the narrative of Saul's death 
given in the courſe of the hiſtory is 
true, the ſtory told by the Amalekite 
is certainly falſe in ſome particulars, 
which are inconſiſtent with that nar- 
rative. Nay, it is not probable, if 
indeed it be poſſible, that the main 
circumſtance of all ſhould have been 
true, — Saul deſires his armour- bearer 


* 2 Sam. IV. 9, io. 


_ 
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LET, to kill him, who refuſes; he falls upon 
, his ſword; and the ſervant, ſeeing 
his maſter dead, does the ſame. Now, 
where is the interval, or opening, for 
the ſcene between Saul and the Ama- 
lekite to take place? Or would the 
armour-bearer, who refuſed to kill 
Saul, ſtand by, and ſuffer an Amale- 
kite to kill him? - But though David 
Judged this man unworthy to be his 
friend, he may make a very good fi- 
gure in the unbelievers* catalogue of 
ſaints, and I would recommend him 
to occupy a nich in that temple. | 
Let us, however, for a moment, 
ſuppoſe, that David had judged other- 
wiſe; that he had rewarded him hand- 
3 ſomely, and promoted him to honour. 
8 What would have been ſaid, then? 
Why, that poor Saul had eſcaped the 
ſword of the Philiſtines, but * this 
« ruffan” 
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« ruffian” (ſuch is the courtly appel- LET, 
lation beſtowed upon David“) had XVI. 


employed an aſſaſſin to diſpatch him, 
during the hurry and confuſion of the 
retreat! — O it had been a delicious 
morſel, exactly ſeaſoned to the palate 


of infidelity ! 
P. 27. The infidels are much diſcon- 


certed, it ſeems, about the book of Jaſber: 
it was extant previous to the writing 
the book of Joſhua, and was not fi- 
niſhed till after the acceſſion of David 
to the throne of Iſrael; ſo that, as 
they apprehend, either the author of 
Jaſher muſt have lived upwards of 
four hundred years, or the book of 
Jolhua was not written till after the 
time of David. 

Here again, a little Hebrew would 
have done us no harm, It does not 


2 P. 85. 


appear 
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LET. appear that Jaſber was the name of 


XVI. 


an individual, or that the book ſo 
ſtyled was all written in the ſame age 
by the ſame man. The tranſactions 
of the times were regularly entered 
in a public, regiſter, by a perſon de- 
nominated the Recorder, or Hiſtorio- 
grapher, a ſtated officer to the Jewiſh 
kings. And tbe book of Jaſber was 
the fandard authentic book, in which 
they were ſo entered by authority, 
and from which extracts were made, 


as occaſion required. 


* 217 See 2 Sam, v111. 16, 1 Kings iv. z. 
2 Kings xv111. 18. 2 Chron. xxx1v. 8. 

+ Le Clerc ſeems to have imagined that 
this record was kept in verſe — © Crediderim 
C Librum Refi fuiſſe collectionem hymncrum aut 


% (arminum de rebus geſtis Hebrzorum, forte 


« non uno tempore factum.“ Cler. in Joſh, x. 
13.—We read indeed of pſalms and proverbs, 
which the men of Judah copied out. 

2 9 P. 29. 
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P. 29. Some difficulties are ſtarted LET. 
relative to the hiſtory of David num- XVI. 


bering the people. 

In our tranſlation we read, 2 — 
xxIv. that the Lord moved David 
to number Iſrael ; * and, 1 Chron. 
xx1. that “ Satan moved him to do 
6.28.7. 

Nothing is more common with the 
ſacred writers, than to repreſent God 
as doing that which, in the courſe of 
his providence, and for the purpoſes 
either of mercy or judgment, he per- 
mits to be done by the inſtrumenta- 
lity of ſecond cauſes, animate or ina- 
nimate, corporeal or ſpiritual. In the 
caſe of Ahab, 1 Kings xx11. he is re- 
| preſented, after the manner of men, 
and in condeſcenſion to our capaci- 
ties, as a king keeping his court, 
with ſpirits of all kinds in waiting 


before 
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LET. before him, prepared to execute his 


XVI. 


will upon earth. One of theſe ſpirits 
is commiſſioned to influence the falſe 
prophets, and they perſuade Ahab, 
who will not liſten to the true pro- 


phet of God — Taking the matter, 


therefore, as it ſtands in our Engliſh 
tranſlation, the import of both paſ- 
ſages laid together, according to a 
fair explanation, would evidently be, 
that, for good and ſufficient reaſons 


known to himſelf; God permitted 


Satan to tempt, and David to yield to 
the temptation, in this inſtance. 
But if we conſult the original, we 


mall find there is no neceſſity to ſup- 
poſe that David was excited either by 


God, or by Satan. The word Satan, 
though often denoting that perſon 
who is emphatically ſtyled Tye Ad- 
ver ſary, ſignifies only, in general, ax 

Adverſary ; 
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Adverſary ; and therefore the paſſage 1 f +: 
1 Chron. xx1. may very properly be xv1. 
rendered, An adverſary ſtood up 


« againſt Iſrael, and excited David.“ 


This adverſary might be ſome coun» 


ſellor, or &c. The other paſſage, 2 
Sam. XXIV. may as properly be tranſ- 
lated, The anger of the Lord was 
„ kindled againſt Iſrael, and one ex- 
cited David,” or, David was ex- 
« cited by ſome one, (the perſon men- 
«tioned in Chronicles) ſaying, Go, 
number Iſrael,” 

Of the different kinds of puniſh- 
ment offered to David for his choice, 
upon this occaſion, one is that of a 
famine for ſeven years, according to 
2 Sam. xxiv; but for eee years only, 
according to 1 Chron. xxl. 


It has been obſerved by ſome learned 


men, that the year in which this hap- 
R pened 


- 
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pened was the fourth year ſince a fa. 
mine had commenced on another oc- 
caſion, mentioned 2 Sam. xX1. 1. This 
circumſtance conſidered, the queſtion, 
as it is worded in one place, —“ Shall 
e ſeven years of famine come unto 
< thee in thy land ? is tantamount 
to ſaying, ** Wilt thou chuſe hree ad- 
<« ditional years of famine,” &c. Which 
removes the apparent contradiction, 
It may be urged, that the pro- 
„ phet delivered the meſſage no more 
<« than once, and therefore muſt have 
e ſaid either ſeven, or three: he could 
c not have ſaid both,” 

True; but the ſacred, like other 
hiſtorians, often relate the ſame con- 
verſation in different terms; that is, 
they give the ſenſe and ſubſtance of 
what paſſed, varying the phraſcology. 

Inſtances 
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Inſtances frequently | occur in both LET. 
Teſtaments. 1 
If no other ſatisfactory lution of 
the difficulty could be aſſigned, can- 
dour and common ſenſe ſurely would 
ſuppoſe, that the word ſeven, in 2 
Sam. xx1v, was originally three, eſpe- 
cially as three is the word in the Greek 
verſion of the Lxx.* 
But—'* If David only ſinned, why 
« ſhould the puniſhment. fall upon 
« the pepe; 
Such is the union between king 
and people, like that between the 
head and the body, that this happens 
continually in the natural order of 
things; and therefore, why not, judi-- 
cially ? What greater misfortune can 
befall a king, or a father, than the 
loſs of his ſubjects, or his children? 


* Tea 87. 
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It is poſſible, however; that ſuch 
might not be altogether the caſe, in 
the preſent inſtance, though David, 
like a true patriot king and moſt af- 
fectionate father, intercedes for his 
people, and deſires to receive in his 
own perſon and family the ſtroke that 
was ready to deſcend on them — © ] 
* have ſinned, and done wickedly : 
e theſe ſheep, what have they done? 
Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
“upon me, and upon my father's 
% houſe *— Notwithſtanding all this, 
J fay, it ſhould ſeem, that the people 
were by no means without fault. For 
the hiſtory opens thus; The anger 
<« of the. Lord was kindled againſt I, 
„ rgel, and” — as a conſequence of it 

— David was excited to number 


* Iſrael.“ 


But 
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But of what nature, then, after all, L Ex. 
was this act of numbering the people, XVI. 


and why ſhould it have deen followed 
by a plague? 

I am perſuaded that we are much 
in the dark upon this point, It any 
light can be thrown upon it, that 
light muſt proceed from a paſſage in 
the book of Exodus, Ch. xxx. 12. 
where God ſays to Moſes, © When 
thou takeſt the ſum of the children 
© of Iſrael after their number, then 
e ſhall they give every man a ranſom 
« for his ſoul unto the Lord, when 
thou numbereſt them, that there be 
no plague among them, when thou 
*numbereſt them.” To number the 
people, then, was not, as it ſhould 
ſeem, merely to count them out of 
curioſity, or vain glory. It was a re- 
ligious rite, it was a muſter, a review. 

R 3 a viſi- 
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a viſitation, an inquiſition into their 
conduct, into the religious and moral 
ſtate in which they at that time ſtood 
before their God. For upon ſuch in- 
quiſition ſomething came out, or ap- 
peared againſt them, which required 


an offering, by way of atonement or 


ranſom for their ſouls — They ſhall 


giye a ranſom, that there be no plague 


© among? them, when thou numbereſt 
« hem; A very obſervable expreſ- 


ion; for when David numbered them, 


this was the very thing that hap- 
pened ; there was a plague among them, 
in conſequence of their being numbered. 
They might be in ſuch a ſtate, that 
God would not accept them, or their 
offerings. It is not improbable that 


they ſhould be in ſuch a ſtate, if we 


conſider what corruptions muſt needs 
creep in under Saul's wicked reign, 
: and 
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and David's long wars, during moſt 
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of which time the country had been 


overrun by the Philiſtines, &c. who 
would propagate their idolatry, with 
it's flagitious concomitants. In ſhort, 
Iſrael had provoked God; for other- 
wiſe, his anger would not have been 
kindled againſt thetn, as we are in- 
formed that it was; their offences 
called for puniſhment, and on the 
numbering the people, an opportu- 
nity was taken to inflict it. Joab ap- 
pears to have been aware of the-con- 
ſequence, as a known caſe. Why 
* ( ſays he) will my lord the king be 
 *a cauſe of puniſhment, treſpaſs, or 
« forfeiture, * to Iſrael?” As if he 
knew, that, upon a viſitation, they 
muſt be puniſhed who ſhould be found 
guilty ; and was unwilling that the 


2 "D285 1 Chron, XXI. z. 


R 4 number 
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XVI, 
— 
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number of the king's ſubje&s ſhould 
be leſſened. But David might think 
it neceſſary, and his zeal prevailed. 
Otherwiſe, it is extraordinary that 
ſuch a man as Joab ſhould ſee what 
David either could not, or would not 
ſee. 

This account of the tranſaction 
was offered to the public, many years 
ago, by a learned writer, well ſkilled 
in biblical knowlege and criticiſm, 


That it is entirely free from objec- 


tion, or will ſolve all difficulties, is 
more, perhaps, than can be affirmed. 
But it is curious, and certainly de- 
ſer ves attention. 

On che whole, to adopt the words 
of Dr. Chandler, If they who ob- 
< jet, credit the hiſtory of the Old 
<« Teſtament in this part of it, and 
<* think it is true, that one of theſe 
three 
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three plagues was offered to David, L Er. 


« as the puniſhment” of his offence 


« that he choſe the peſtilence, that 
«it» came accordingly, and was re- 
moved upon his intercefſion ; they 
* are as much concerned to account 
« for the difficulties of the affair, as 
« I or any other perſon can be. If 
they do not believe this part of the 
« hiſtory, as the ſacred writers repre- 
* ſent it, let them give us the ac- 
* count of it, as it ſtands in their 
* own imagination; and tell us, whe- 
* ther there was any plague at all, 
how and why it came, and how it 
vent and diſappeared of a ſudden.” 


LET 


XVI. 
— . 


LETTER XVI. 


FEW more doubts remain, 
touching the prophecies, and 
ſome paſſages in the New Teſtament. 
P. 39. © The great evangelical 
* prophet could foretell the downfall 
« of Babylon by Cyrus, but could 
ee not tell the name of the Meſſiah.“ 
Who enabled him to foretell the 
downfall of Babylon by Cyrus? — 
„He might take the advantage of 
<« writing that prophecy after the 
« events took place,” ſay the infidels, 
P. 40. But how ſo? Iſaiah ſpake of 
Cyrus at leaſt 100 years before his 
birth, Had a hiſtory of Cyrus been 
among 
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among the books of Scripture, under LE r. 
the name of Iſaiah, they would have XVII. 


placed the author, for longevity, in 
the ſame claſs with their friend Faſber. 

« Iſaiah could not tell the name of 
« Meſſiah. ”— He could have told it, 
had it been communicated to him, as 


that of Cyrus was. He has deſcribed - 


Meſſiah in a manner not to be mil- 
taken, There might be very good 
reaſons why the name was not de- 
clared beforehand, And as God did 
not ſee proper to do it, there certainly 
were ſuch reaſons, 4 

But © if Chriſt were intended by 


the name Immanuel, the prophet 
was miſtaken, for he was never 


* called by that name.” 

The firſt commentator one opens 
will inform one, that in Scripture lan- 
guage to be called is the ſame as to 
| | be 
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LET, be, Thus, of Meſſah it is ſaid, 


XVII, 


Ch. ix. 6. His name ſhall be called 
* Wonderful, Counſellor,” 8c. though 
he was never called by any of the 
names there enumerated ; of the ſame 
perſon, Jer. xxiii. 6. This is his 
* name whereby he ſhall be called, Th: 


„Tord our Righteouſneſs Py of Jeruſa- 


lem, If. 1. 26. Thou ſhalt be called, 
« the city of righteouſneſs.” — No man 
ſhould preſume to criticiſe a book, if 
he will not be at the pains to ſtudy 
the phraſeology pecuhar to it. 

P. 40. If the prophecies are evi- 
„dent and clear, how happened it, 


* that the whole Jewtſh nation, toge- 


<« ther with the angel Gabriel, ſhould 


© miſtake, and ſuppoſe the kingdom 


«< of Meffiah to be temporal? 
The angel Gabriel was certainly 


under no ad upon this point, 
becauſe, 
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becauſe of Chriſt he ſays expreſsly, LE r. 
Luke 1. 33, He ſhall reign for XVII. 
«ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall 
« be no end.” And as to the caſe of 
the Jews, it is treated of at large in 
a diſcourſe under that title, by the 
author before mentioned at P. 173. 
to which theſe gentlemen are referred, 
P. 40, © Could not thoſe inſpired 
« writers, who propheſied concerning 
« things of no conſequence, as the 
« thirty pieces of ſilver, aud the caſt- 
ing lots for Chriſt's garments, have 
predicted with equal certainty the 
* more important circumſtance of his 
* death and reſurrection?“ 
The death and reſurrection of 
Chriſt are predicted in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, Pſ. xx11. cx. Iſai. L111, And 
waat can add more weight to this 
kind of evidence, than the prediction 
of 


LET, 
XVII. 
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of particulars ſo minute and circum. 
ſtantial as thoſe of the thirty pieces, 
and the diviſion of the garments by 
lot? One would think, at the contem. 
plation of them, all infidelity would 
ſtop it's mouth, inſtead of opening it. 
P. 41. In ſhort, they beg to be 
*« ſhewn a ſingle prophecy, concerning 
* which divines are agreed.” 
What Tully ſaid of philoſophers 
may be true perhaps of divines, con- 


ſidering the multitude of them that 


have lived from the days of the Apoſtles 
to the preſent times; namely, that 
there never was an opinion, however 
abſurd, which has not been maintained 
by ſome one or other. And therefore, 
to reject the evidence of prophecy, 
till all divines ſhall agree exactly about 
it, argues a conduct as wiſe in the in- 


fidels, as if * ſhould dccline fitting 


down 


_— 2 hd. & LY 
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down to a good dinner, till all the LET. 
clocks in London and Weſtminſter | XVII. 


ſtruck four together. 

P. 41. © They deſire to know, * 
the Revelation of St. John ſhould be 
more obſcure and ænigmatical than 
« any which was written during the 
« typical and ſhadowy es of 
« Moles?” . 


Much valuable inſtruction in the 
doctrines and duties of religion may 


be gathered from the Revelation, in 
the moſt clear and perſpicuous man- 
ner; witneſs the Moral Reflections on 
that book, by Pere Queſnelle. Of 
the predictions in the former part of 
It many have been explained to gene- 
ral ſatisfaction; and others may be ſo 
explained hereafter, as by the ſtudies 
and labours of different perſons the 
ſymbolical language of Scripture be- 

comes 
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XVII. events predicted are brought forward 


in their order, If ſufficient reaſons 
may be aſſigned why prophecy ſhould 
be in ſome degree obſcure for a time, 
they will hold with regard to thoſe of 
the New, as well as thoſe of the Old 
Teſtament. — Let gentlemen beſtow 
due attention on the evidences of 
Chriſtianity ſo often ſet before them. 


When they ſhall thereby be happily 


induced to believe, it will be time 
enough to argue with them on ſuch 


points as the obſcurity of St. John's 


Revelation, and the doctrine of the 
Trinity, which is ſcoffed at in a very 
unbecoming manner, P. 32. 

Thus much for prophecy. We pro- 
ceed to ſome objections againſt parti- 
cular paſſages in the New Teſtament. 


Of theſe the firſt reſpects the diffe- 
rence 
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rence between the genealogy of our 1 pr 
Lord Chriſt, as given by St. Mat- xviI. 
thew, and that given by St. Luke, 


On this ſubject let it be obſerved, 

1. That genealogies in general, and 
thoſe of the Jews in particular, with 
their method of deriving them, and 
the confuſion often ariſing from the 
circumſtance of the ſame perſon be- 
ing called by different names, or dit- 
ferent perſons by the ſame name, are 
in their nature, and muſt be to us, at 
this diſtance of time, matters of very 
complicated conſideration, and it is 
no wonder they ſhould be attended 
with difficulties and perplexities. 


2. The Evangeliſts, in an affair of ſo 


much importance, and ſo open then 


to detection, had there been any thing 


wrong to be detected, would moſt aſ- 
| mee be careful to give Chriſt's pe- 


8 digree 
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LET. digree as it was found in the authentic 
an tables, which, according to the cuſ- 
tom of the nation, were preſerved in 
the family, as is evident from Joſephus, 
who ſays, © I give you this ſucceſſion 
« of our family, as I find it written 
& in the public tables.” 
3. As it was well known the Meſ— 
ſhah muſt deſcend from David, the 
genealogical tables of that family 
would be kept with more than ordi- 
nary diligence and preciſion. 
4. Whatever cavils the modern 
Jews and others make now againſt the 
genealogies recorded by the Evange- 
lifts, the Jews their contemporaries 
never offered to find fault with, or to 
invalidate the accounts given in the 
Goſpels. As they wanted neither op- 
portunity, materials, ſkill, nor malice, 


to * done it, and it would have 
afforded 
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afforded them fo great an advantage LET. 
againſt the Chriſtians, this circum. XVII. 
; — 


ſtance alone, as Dr. South well re- 
marks, were we not now able to clear 
the point, ought with every ſober and 
judicious perſon to have the force of 
a moral demonſtration. 

Thus much premiſed, let us hear 
the objection. 


P. 33. Matthew reckons 27 ge- 


« nerations from David to Chriſt; 
« Luke reckons 42, and the names 


« totally diſagree. Matthew traces 


* the deſcent from Solomon, and 
„Luke from Nathan, both ſons of 
«* David. According to our feeble no- 
« tions, '27 cannot be equal to 42, nei- 


ther can Nathan be W to be 


« Solomon.” 
But were the objectors never in - 


formed, that in the opinion of choſe 


8 2 who 
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LET, who have moſt conſidered this queſ- 
XVII. tion, and were beſt qualified to con- 
ſider it, St. Luke deduces the genea- 
logy of our Saviour, not, as St. Mat- 
thew does, on the fide of Joſeph, 
but on the fide of Mary, who by 
Jews and Chriſtians is agreed to have 
been the daughter of Heli. If there- 
fore Jacob, according to St. Matthew, 
were Joſeph's father by nature, Heli, 
who is ſaid by St. Luke to have been 
his father, could only have been his 
father in law, by his marriage with 
Mary, the daughter of Heli, whoſe 
genealogy is then given by St. Luke; 
to ſhew that every way Chriſt . ſprang 
from Judah,” as was EviDenT (by 
the teſtimony of the author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews ) to all of that 
age; and that he was of the ſeed 


of David;“ his real mother, no leſs 
than 
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than his ſuppoſed father, being of LET, 


the houſe and lineage of David.” 


Diſputes may be raiſed and main- 


tained to the end of the world on 
many other difficulties which occur 
in the two genealogies. © But thoſe 
* who are acquainted with the cuſ- 
Atoms of the Jews know there are 
% many genealogies - which ſeem re- 
«*'pugnant, and yet are not ſo. And 
* that may happen various ways, as 
„% may ealily be proved from books 
« which the Jews and we jointly ac- 


„ knowlege. There are ſeveral me- 
* thods of reconciling theſe difficul- - 


© ties, though it be often hard to ſay 
« which is the beſt, at the diſtance of 
« ſo many ages, all records and even 
* memory of theſe things being ut- 
* terly loſt.” ® 


* * on the Gofpels, P. 9 z. ſecond 
| S 3 Edit. 


XVII. 


LET. 


— 
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I would gently admoniſh the in- 
fidels, if they touch upon this ſub. 
ject again, to behave with better man- 
ners than they have done in their 34th 
Page. 

The excellent Paſcal has obſerved, 
as many others have done before and 
after him, that the Evangeliſts, by 
differing in ſome things from each 
other, have afforded us a proof of 
their not having written in concert, 
and that ſuch difference is ſo far an 
argument in their favour. The ob- 
ſervation is ſenſible and juſt. Not fo 
the inference drawn by the objectors, 
P. 35. that therefore © contradiction 
in evidence is a mark of truth.” 
For Mr. Paſcal did not allow, or ſup- 


| poſe, any more than we do, that the 


Edit. See likewiſe Dr. South's 7th Sermon of 
kis 3d Volume, and Macknight's Harmony. 
Evan- 
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Evangeliſts, when rightly underſtood LET. 
and explained, really contradicted each XVII. 


other. His words, as cited by them 


ſelves, are, Les faibleſſes les plus 
* APPARENTES ſont de forces,” &c. 
This is a piece of coin from the mint 
of Ferney, and bears ſtrongly impreſt 
upon it the image and luperfcription 
of the coiner. 

P. 35. When Chriſt was baptized 
« by John, the heavens were opened, 
* and a voice was heard, declaring 
e his divine origin: ſuch a prodigy 
e muſt have awakened the attention 
* of all Judea; yet we find the hiſto- 
* rians totally ſilent.“ 

What hiſtorians? A pagan hiſtorian 
would not concern himſelf with the 
report of a Jewiſh prodigy ; nor would 
a Jewiſh hiſtorian have related a cir- 
cumſtance favourable to Chriſtianity, 

S4 unleſs 
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LET; unleſs he had himſelf become a Chriſ. 


XVII. 


tian. But would any writer of com- 
mon ſenſe have hazarded the relation 
of ſuch a fact, as having happened 


in the preſence of a multitude of wit- 


neſſes, if it never had fo happened? 
P. 35. It is ſtrange that the hor- 
<« rid maſſacre of the children by the 
command of Herod, ſhould be to- 
e tally unnoticed by Joſephus.” 

It was too nearly related to the 
birth of the wonderful child which oc- 
caſioned it, and concerning which Jo- 
ſephus thought that queſtions might 
be aſked. For otherwiſe, is it not 
equally ſtrange, that he ſhould be 10- 
tally filent concerning the life and 
death of Chriſt, - and the appearance 
of a new religion which had extended 


- itſelf to Rome, and attracted the no- 


tice of the hiſtorians there? Yet, if 
5 0 | the 
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the celebrated paſſage be an interpo- LE r. 


lation, (as theſe gentlemen deem it 
to be) of ſuch events has Joſephus 
ſaid nothing, though falling within 
a period, the tranſactions of which 
are by him minutely and exactly re- 
lated. But though Joſephus was ſi- 
lent, and had good reaſons for being 
ſo, it evidently appears from the often 
cited paſſage of Macrobius, that 
Herod's ſlaughter of the infants in 
Judea was a thing well known in his 
time, and was not conteſted by hea- 
thens.“ We may add, as in the caſe 
above, that St. Matthew muſt have 
been out of his ſenſes to have told 


* .» Inter pueros, ques in Syrid Herodes 
KfRex Judæorum intra bimatum juſſit occidi 
Macrob. Saturnal. Lib. 11. Cap. 4. See at 
large on this ſubject, Lardner's Credibility, 
Part. 1. B. 11, Ch. 11, and Findlay againſt 
Voltaire, P. 541. 

4 54 ſuch 


XVII. 
— 


if 
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LET. ſuch a ſtory as this, had it been other. 
XVII. wiſe than true; nor is there any thing 
— 


in the character of Herod that ren- 
ders it improbable.— Quite the con- 


trary. 


As to the ſneers upon interpolations 


and pious frauds, in P. 36, I am ſorry 


occaſion has ever been given for them. 
We want no ſuch aids. Magna eſt ve- 
ritas, et prævalebit. I only wiſh that 
our adverſaries, in their repreſenta- 
tions of the Scriptures and Chriſtia- 
nity, were never guilty of frauds 
which are not quite ſo pious. 

The purport, in few words, of all 


the parade and flouriſh, P. 37, is this. 


&« Our Lord and St. Paul foretold the 
e end of the world, as an event that 


“ ſhould happen in their time. It did 
* not ſo happen; therefore they were 


under a miſtake and deluſion.” 
Qur Lord, Luke xx1, in that figu- 
rative 
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rative and majeſtic ſtyle well under- LET. 
ſtood by thoſe who underſtand the XVII. 


language of ſcripture, deſcribes the 
deſtruction of the Jewiſh polity and 
ſyſtem. The terms may and do apply 
to the end of the world, for this ob- 
vious reaſon, that the two events are 
in many inſtances parallel and analo- 
gous. His own declaration ſhews 
plainly of which he was primarily and 
immediately ſpeaking This gene- 
ration ſhall not pals away, till all 
« theſe things are fulfilled:” And the 
figures are thoſe uſually employed, in 
like caſe, by the prophets of old. 

The charge againſt St. Paul is 
founded ſolely on his uſe of the fir 
perſon; 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. We, who are 
« alive and remain, ſhall be caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air.“ 
But how common is it for us, when 
ſpeaking 
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XVII. 
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ſpeaking of a ſociety, an army, a na- 
tion, to which we belong, to ſay, we 
went, or came, or did ſuch a thing, 
or hall do ſo and ſo; though we our- 


ſelves neither had nor ſhall have any 


perſonal concern in the matter ; though 
the event happened before we were 


born, or is to happen after our deceaſe ? 


Thus, in the Old Teſtament, Pl. 
LXvI. 6. They went through the 
+ ater there did we rejoice.” Hoſ. 
* x11. 4. Jacob found God in Bethel; 
„there he ſpake with 6. By the 

terms we, who are alive,” the apoſ- 
tle means, doubtleſs, thoſe of us Chri- 
tians who ſhall then be alive. In ano- 


ther place, 1 Cor. iv. 4. he ſays, We 


* know that he who raiſed up the Lord 
« Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up «s alſo.” He 
could not believe contradictory pro- 
poſitions, that he ſhould die, and that 

| : he 
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he ſhould not die. But what is deci- LE T. 
ſive upon the point, in the ſecond XVII. 


epiſtle to the ſame Theſſalonians, 
written only a few months after the 
firſt, . he moſt earneſtly admoniſhes 
them not to be deceived, as if by any 
thing that had fallen from him, either 
in ſpeech or writing, they were to 
imagine “ the day of God was at 
« hand;” ſince the grand apoſtaſy, 
and other events, which required 
much intervening time for their ac- 


compliſhment, were firſt to take place 


in the world. See 2 Theſſ. 1.1, 2. Nay, 
he reminds them, ver. 5. that he had 
told them as much, while he was yet 
« with them;” that is, * either 
epiſtle was written. 
P. 41. Ho came it to paſs that 
X « Chriſt; Would curſe a fig tree for 
"ny without fruit in March; or 
40 be 
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LET. © be ignorant that it was not the ſea- 


XVII. 


<* ſon for figs?” 

1. It is certain, in fact, that one 
ſort of figs were 1ipe at that time of 
the year, namely, at the paſſover. 

2. By the ſeaſon of figs may be 
meant the ſeaſon of gathering figs, as 
in Matt. xx1. 34. When the time, 
* or ſeaſon, of the fruit drew near,” 
that 1s plainly, the time for gathering 
the fruit, © the Lord of the vineyard 
« ſent his ſervants to receive the fruit.” 
If therefore one ſort of figs was ripe 
about that time of the year, and yet 
the time for gathering them was not 
fully come, Chriſt might with reaſon 
expect to find fruit on the tree. In 
conſtruing the paſſage thus inter- 
preted, as Mr. Macknight obſerves, 


the latter clauſe muſt be joined witn 
the words he came if haply be might find 


„ 
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any thing thereon, and the intermediate 1 K T. 


words thrown into a parentheſis, thus xviI. 


Ae came if haply he might find any 


thing thereon (and when he came 10 it be 
found nothing but leaves) for the time of 
fgs—of gathering figs—was not yet. 
That this is the true conſtruction (adds 
Mr. M.) is plain, becauſe the Evan- 
geliſt is not giving the reaſon why 
there were no figs on the tree, but 
the reaſon why Jeſus expected to find 


ſome on it. He tells us, the ſeaſon. 


for gathering figs was not yet come, 
to ſhew that none had been taken off 
the tree; and conſequently, that hav- 
ing it's whole produce upon it, there 
was nothing improper in Chriſt's ex- 


pecting fruit on it then. Whereas, 
if we ſhall think the reaſon why he 


did not find any figs was, that the 


time of them was not come, we muſt 
acknow- 
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LET, acknowlege, that the tree was curſed 
XVII. very improperly for having none, 


This interpretation makes a zraje#1on 
neceſſary, but there is one of the ſame 


kind in Mark xvi. 3, 4. Where the 


clauſe, for it was very great, namely, 
the ſtone at the door of the ſepulchre, 
does not relate to what immediately 
precedes it, and muſt be conſidered 
parenthetically, but to the remote 
member—T hey ſaid among themſelves, 
Who ſhall roll us away the flone from 
the door of the ſepulchre? (and when 
they looked, they ſaw the ſtone rolled 
eway )—for it was very great. 

1 cannot help here obſerving, once 
more, that when in any writer we meet 
with abſurdities ſo glaring and palpa- 
ble as this and others imputed to the 


Evangeliſts, it is but doing him com- 


mon Juſtice, whoever he be, to take it 
x for 
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for granted that, by ſome means or 1 E. 
other, we miſapprehend his meaning; XVII. 
and mere candour ſhould induce us, in- WO 
ſteag of cavilling and ſquabbling, 
gladly to accept of any fair and equi - 
table interpretation of his words, that 
may ſerve to clear them of ſuch ſup- . 
poſed abſurdity, and to ſet * 
Wanne Hand 28 7 . 

P. 41. Our Saviour is | ſcoffed * 
for having affirmed, that wheat Des 
not produce fruit, except it die,” 

A gtaln of corn, when laid in the 
wad; ſwells, putrifies, ſuffers a diſſo- 
lution of it's parts, ſhoots it's fibres, 
and diſappears. This is a death and 
reſurrection ſufficient to anſwer all the 
purpoſes for which the illuſtration is 
adduced by our Lord and St. Paul. 
P. 42. John the Baptiſt being 
« aſked if he were Elias, anſwered 1 
. iT "6c am 


* 
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LET. am not; but * eh con- 


XVII. 
— 


ho trary.” +8 

He was Elias is ſpirit and in power; 
but he was not the perſonal Elias, or 
Elijah, whom the people erroneouſly 
expected, and the prieſts meant, when 
they aſked him, Art thou Elias?“ 
P. 43. Out of forty Goſpels we 
<« receive four as canonical — Why do 
de ye receive them, and not the reſt ?” 
For the beſt reaſons in the world, 
aſſigned at large by Dr. Lardner in his 
Credibility &c. a work which theſe 


gentlemen ſhould anſwer, or for ever 


hold their peace upon this ſubject. 
The true Goſpels are ſhewn by pro- 


per evidence to have been written 


at the time when they are faid to have 
been written, and by the — 


. ® See the review of his work in the xuth 
Re”. ay 


whoſe. 
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whoſe names they bear. It matters L E r. 
not how many others were written, if XVII. 
upon their appearance, after due ex- 
amination, they were found to be ſpu- 
rious, and rejected as ſuch. 

P. 43. The primitive Chriſtians are 

complained of, for © preventing the 
arguments - againſt their religion 
from being expoſed to view.” 
4 hope there is no ground for any 
ſuch complaint now. There is no ar- 
gument yet deviſed againſt Chriſtia- 
nity, we may preſume, which has not 
been propoſed in public; and there is 
none, we may affirm, which has not 
received it's anfwer, _ 

The few remaining pages of this 
pamphlet are ſpent in enumerating 
ſome particulars in the hiſtory of out 
Lord's paſſion and reſurrection, which 
are differently related by the fout 

EX Evan- 
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LET. Evangeliſts. But how many times 
XVII. have theſe objections been conſidered, 


and replied to? Have the infidels the 
modeſty or the conſcience to expect, 
that we are to draw up a new harmony 
of the Goſpels, as often as any one of 
them ſhall think proper to aſk a few 
old queſtions over again? If any 
Chriſtian find himſelf perplexed by 


_ difficulties of this ſort, let him care- 


fully peruſe the Goſpels as they lie in 
Macknight's Harmony and Commen- 
tary, and weigh well the ſolutions of 
ſuch difficulties with which _ bock 
will furniſh him. 

Theſe gentlemen tell us in plain 
terms, P. 46. that „ the event of 
Chriſt's reſurrection bears every 
mark of a forgery; and ſpeak of 


the apoſtles as men © engaged in the 


attempt of forming a ſe& or party 3” 
that 
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that is, as men who had projected a 1 fr. 


plan (and thought themſelves able to xviI. 
execute it) of perſuading the world 


that their maſter was riſen from the 
dead, when he was not riſen, and of 


propagating over the earth a new re- 


ligion, upon the ſtrength of that per- 
ſuaſion. We can know no more of 
the_ apoſtles than the Goſpel hiſtory 
with great ſimplicity and evident ſin- 
cerity informs us. Let any man duly 
conſider their characters and qualifi- 
cations as there deſcribed; let him 
then ſtand forth, lay his hand upon 
his heart, and ſay, that he can poſſi - 
bly bring himſelf, for a ſingle mo- 
ment, to believe, they could ever 
have entertained the thought of pro- 
jecting and executing ſuch a plan. I 
ſhould be glad to fee that man. I 


would ſubſcribe handſomely towards 


T 3 erecting 
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LET, erecting a ſtatue to his memory. For, 
XVII. take him either as a fool, or a knave, 


he is at the top of his profeſſion. 
But if no ſuch plan by ſuch per- 
ſons were or could be concerted, then 
the evidence of the apoſtles and diſ- 
ciples (to 500 of whom Chriſt ap- 
peared at once, and among whom he 
walked in and out for forty days to- 
gether) is as good and valid for the 
fact of his reſurrection, as for any other 
fact concerning his life or his death. 
Nor is it true, that © God choſe to 
< deprive all mankind of the proper 
ec evidence of the reſurrection, becauſe 
* the Jews of that age were ſinners.” 
Whatever evidence it had pleaſed God 
to vouchſafe to «© the Jews of that 
„ age,” « all mankind” beſides could 
have received it only upon teſtimony ; 
and they enjoy now, upon teſtimony, 
more and better evidence for the re- 
ſurrection 
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ſurrection of Chriſt, than ever was LET. 
produced for any one tranſaction that XVII. 


has happened, from Adam to the pre- 


ſent hour, The deſcent of the Spirit 
on the day of Pentecoſt ; the propa- 
gation of the Goſpel by inſtruments 
otherwiſe totally inadequate to the 
work ; the converſion of ſo many 
thouſand Jews; the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem; and the eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtian church, in oppoſition to the 
efforts of the whole Roman empire 
—all theſe conſiderations, added to 
the original poſitive evidence for the 
fact, and the futility and abſurdity of 
the arguments then and ſince em- 


ployed to invalidate it, form ſuch a 


moral demonftration in its favour 
the only demonſtration we can have, 
in caſes of this kind - that there muſt 


* ſomething very wrong indeed in 
T 4 the 
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the head, or the heart of him, who, 


XVII. at this time of day, ſets himſelf to 


deny and blaſpheme it. With joy and 
pleaſure I deſire to riſk upon the truth 
of it every thing that is dear to me, 
in this life, and that which 1s to 
ng 2:45. 

P. 47. It is aſked, whether God 
expects that we ſhould © ſhew our 
<* faith and reliance on him by mak- 
ing a ſacrifice of our reaſon, and 
6 believing, not by an act of the un- 
e derſtanding, but of the will?” 
How neceſſary, in many caſes, the 


concurrence of the will is towards 


the production of faith, daily expe- 
rience may convince us. We ſee men 
rejecting the ſtrongeſt evidence, when 
oppoſed by intereſt, prejudice, and 
paſſion; and accepting the ſlighteſt, 
which falls in with them. The beſt 

arguments 
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profit are engaged on the other, Hope 
of what is deemed good, and fear of 
what is deemed evil, will find means 
to elude the force of all the ſyllogiſms 
which the moſt ſkilful diſciple of Ariſ- 
totle can frame. This man (ſaid 
<« the'rulers of the Jews) doeth many 
«© miracles.” — Acknowlege and re- 
ceive him, therefore, as a man ſent from 
God.—** No: we will apprehend and 
« crucify him.” For what reaſon ?— 
„ Becauſe if we let him alone, all men 
will believe in him; and the Ro- 
* mans will come and take away our 
place and nation” — But he has raiſ- 
ed Lazarus from the dead - Why 
* then, we will, put Lazarus to death 


„again“ — What can be done with 


ſuch people as theſe ? Or what effect 
| would 


297 


arguments in the world avail nothing LET. 
on one ſide, when pride, pleaſure, and XVII. 


— 
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LET, would the appearance of Chriſt among 


XVI To 


them after his reſurrection have pro. 


duced, but that of provoking freſh 


blaſphemies, and freſh inſults ? 

And thus you fee, Dear Sir, we 
are come round to the point from 
whence we ſet out. Aſſent to proper 
evidence is an act of the higheſt rea- 
ſon. Such evidence for Revelation, 
once eſtabliſhed; is not to be ſet aſide, 
or invalidated, by any difficulties, 
ſeppoſed or real, which 1 may occur in 
the matter of that Revelation. Ma- 
lice and ignorance will always find 
room for objections, and they will 
never believe, who have no mind to 
believe. The infidels, therefore, have 
not ground for the ſurmiſe, that we 
want to deprive them of God's beſt 


= gift.“ We wiſh only to teach them 


the right uſe of i it. Reaſon is not the 
45 firſt 
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« firft and only Revelation from God;”. LET, 
for it is, properly ſpeaking, no Reve- XVII. 


lation at all. Man, at his creation, was 
not left ſo much as a ſingle day to rea- 
ſon. It is the eye, not the /ight. It can 
with certainty know nothing con- 
cerning the things of another world, 
but by information from thence. To 
this truth the writings of the beft 
and wiſeſt among the heathen philo- 


ſophers bear a teſtimony irrefragable 


and inſurmountable. It is the faculty 
which enables us upon proper evi- 
dence to receive, and after due ſtudy 
to underſtand, ſuch information. And 
Bleſſed is he, who, at the return of 


his Lord to judgment, ſhall be found 


to have ſo employed it. 

The production which has thus 
paſſed under our conſideration, from 
the low and illiberal manner in which 
Al. ic 
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LET. it is penned, has been by many ac- 
XVII. counted to be beneath notice. But 
nothing is beneath notice, which is 
calculated to deceive and ſeduce the 
ignorant and the unwary, among 
whom, though even now ſcarce known 
in the ſhops, this pamphlet has been 
privately ſpread and recommended, 
as a Chef d' auvre. And though the 
execution be coarſe and mean, the 
objections, in ſubſtance, are ſuch as 
continually occur in writings of a 
much higher claſs, which make part 
of the furniture of every circulating 
library through Great Britain, from 
whence they. paſs into the hands of 
our idle young people of faſhion, 
while under the diſcipline of the 
friſeur, in the metropolis, or at the 
watering places. The anſwers pub- 
liſhed by Nonnotte, Bergier, and 
others, 
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others, to the books of Voltaire, LET. 
Rouſſeau, Helvetius, Boulanvilliers, XVII. 
&c. &c. have been much called for, ORE: 
and done eminent ſervice, upon' the 
continent: and it is humbly hoped 

the foregoing ſtrictures may not be 
without their uſe here in England. 


THE END. 


